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For a sensitive and sympathetic
approach to Architecture

and Interior design we offer
a full or partial service

to suit your requirements.

NICHOLAS BRILL M.SC. DIP. ARCH. RIBA MBIM
ASSISTANT TRUST ARCHITECT 1987-88

GROVE HOUSE • 2B LICHFIELD GROVE
FINCHLEY CENTRAL • LONDON N3 2JP

TELEPHONE: 020 8349 0037 • FAX: 020 8349 0092
EMAIL: architects@brillowen.co.uk • WEB: www.brillowen.co.uk

Good old fashioned paintwork means doing the job properly!
We burn off all the old paint, wash down surfaces properly 

with warm water and sugar soap, rinsing off with clean water. 
We then fill holes, repair cracks and rub all surfaces down 

until smooth, applying four coats of Sikkens Paint. 
My decorators have all been with me for around 10 and 

some for as long as 25 years. My men are probably some of 
the best decorators in the country. We guarantee our finished 
job for five years. It will probably last several years longer. 

We have been decorating houses in London for over 
30 years. Many of these houses are maintained under the 
Duncan MacLean/Sikkens 25 year maintenance scheme.

For More Information Call us on 0208 444 6970 
email: duncan@duncanmaclean.co.uk 

web: www.duncanmaclean.co.uk
Duncan J. MacLean, Huntingdon Works 

Huntingdon Road, East Finchley, London, N2 9DX

GOOD OLD-FASHIONED PAINTWORK. 
GUARANTEED TO LAST LONGER!

Duncan J. Maclean™

Jean Barraclough, 1925-2013

Jean Barraclough touched the 
lives of many who live on the 
Suburb in many ways. She was 
born in Swansea in 1925 and 
moved around with her family 
until they settled in Cardiff where 
she met her future husband, 
Peter, while they were both still 
at school. She went on to Cardiff 
University where she studied for 
an English degree and teaching 
certificate while Peter gained a 
masters degree in Physiology at 
Cambridge before being called 
to the church. As Jean commented, 

“I got engaged to a scientist, but 
married a minister.”

 For many the work involved 
in running a home, supporting 

With the sad death of Jean 
Barraclough the Hampstead 
Garden Suburb Free Church, 
and the Suburb as a whole, has 
lost one of its most prominent 
and influential members. Jean was 
the wife of Peter Barraclough, the 
well-respected Minister of the 
Free Church for 31 years until 
his untimely death in 1992.  

In her role as his wife Jean 
undertook many obligations and 

Peter in his ministry and raising 
a family would be enough, but 
Jean found the time and energy 
to do much more in our 
community. Using her teaching 
qualification she found work 
on the Suburb teaching part-
time in the English as a Foreign 
Language department at The 
Institute. She eventually became 
a full-time teacher and then, in 
1977, head of department. That 
same year she offered me a job 
in her department. We worked 
out of the Tea House at the time, 
which was much too small for a 
department with a staff of about 
fifty teachers and, at its peak, 
over a thousand students from 
all over the world. Little did I 
realise I would spend twenty-three 
years there, but it proved to be 

tasks in the Church as well as 
being a stalwart and loving 
helpmeet to Peter throughout 
his ministry here and elsewhere.  
They came from Ipswich in 1961 
and soon established themselves 
in the Suburb, making their 
influence felt in many aspects 
of Suburb life.

Jean led a full life as teacher 
and administrator as well as 
contributing to the work of the 
Free Church and bringing up 
her large family. There were 
four children (and latterly two 
grandchildren, the children of 
Kathy, who live nearby, plus a 
small tribe of grandchildren in 
Australia whose father is Paul). 

In the Church Jean fulfilled 
several roles over the years, as 
well as supporting Peter’s work 
throughout.  Her deep faith was 
clear to all who knew her and 
enabled her to help a wide 
variety of people in many 
different ways.  She was a helper 
in the Youth Club and in the 
toddler play group. In the 70s 
and 80s she led the ‘women’s 
working party’ making things 
for sale at the annual Church 
bazaar and she also chaired the 
catering committee, providing 

Rembering Jean  
at The Institute...

New police line up

Take 
minutes in 

London

Jean was Vice-Chairman of the 
RA when I was Chairman from 
2002 to 2005. She had no interest 
in being Chairman herself, but 
was always ready to offer advice 
when I needed it and she always 
backed me up in committee 
meetings. I’m sure equally good 
advice was handed out to 
anyone else who asked for it.

The RA was, at the time, 
very much concerned with 
traffic calming and parking 
issues. We seemed to spend 
forever pouring over drawings 
of parking spaces in Temple 
Fortune, reports on how many 
pedestrian refuges were to be 
removed or the difference 
between speed humps and speed 
cushions. These were subjects 
neither of us knew anything 
about, but that didn’t stop Jean 
having well-considered opinions 
and helping to make sure the 
RA did its very best for residents. 
She was an Honorary Life 
Member of the RA.

GEORGINA MALCOLM

DeeDee Ciftci the Suburb’s popular 
police community support officer 
dropped in on Suburb News to 
update us on the new local police 
line up. The Garden Suburb Safer 
Neighbourhood Team is headed 
up by Sergeant Aidan Russell. Our 
dedicated ward officer is PC Paul 
Brown and DeeDee Ciftci is our 
PCSO.They are now based at 61 
Golders Green Road, NW11 8EL. 

Rett UK is a small national 
charity which supports people 
with Rett syndrome. This is a 
neurological condition which 
affects (almost exclusively) girls 
and women. The girl appears to 
be normal for the first year and 
when the cognitive development 
kicks in, she loses skills that she 
previously had and ends up 
being profoundly and multiply 
disabled and unable to do any-
thing for herself. 

The trustee board needs 
someone to take minutes at 
their meetings which take place 
in central London on four 
Saturdays during the year. The 
meetings last from 10am until 
about 2pm with a break for 
lunch. We would be happy to 
pay for this service. 

Is there someone out there 
who knows of someone who 
could help?  We are also looking 
for a volunteer treasurer.

Please contact Lorna Jaffa at 
lorna@jaffa.org.uk if you think 
you can help.

the most enjoyable and fulfilling 
work I have ever done, and I found 
Jean to be a most excellent boss. 
The atmosphere was inclusive, 
warm and caring – a reflection 
on Jean herself. There was always 
time to give advice when my 
students had problems, or to 
answer obscure questions on 
English grammar or usage. 

Although she retired as head 
of department at sixty-seven, 
she continued to work at the 
Institute until the age of eighty 
managing quality control and 
supporting and training teachers. 
For many years she organised 
the wonderful International 
Students Services in the Free 
Church at the beginning of 
December, which I am sure 
many readers will remember 
with fondness.

We were both on the RA 
publications committee together 
where her English skills were 
much appreciated.  

I remember The Manse 
being an open house with a 
welcoming kitchen in which all 
were made to feel at home. Home 
and family were important in her 
life and she leaves four children 
and seven grandchildren in this 
country and Australia; she took 
on her role as grandmother 
with much love, and it gave her 
great pleasure. Jean celebrated 
her eighty-eighth birthday a few 
weeks ago with family and 
friends around her bed and she 
enjoyed blowing out the candles 

lunches and refreshments on 
important dates in the church 
calendar. Even when she was 
housebound with the beginnings 
of the illness which finally ended 
her life, she continued her work 
as a Deacon in the Church.  
Meetings were held in her 
house so that her wisdom and 
knowledge were not lost to the 
Deacons’ Court.

There was no end to Jean’s 
responsibilities in the Church: 
she was for many years one of 
the editors of ‘News and Views’, 
the popular church magazine, 
and her gifts were also used in 
writing and producing Christmas 
plays over several years.

Last, but not least, Jean was 
an excellent public speaker and 
took pride in her elocution.  
She conducted joint services 
with Peter, and occasionally 
took sole responsibility for 
them.  Jean was thus a woman 
of many parts and many talents 
– and to these she added her 
own outstanding charm, her 
utter reliability in all things, her 
generosity, her calmness in the 
face of crises, and, above all, her 
loving nature. 

JOAN HOLTON

We wish to purchase items of silver in any 

condition. As a long standing resident of the 

Suburb, Gideon Cohen is happy to view 

your silverware at home and will make an 

offer to purchase, free of any obligation.

17 The London Silver Vaults
53-64 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1QT

020 7404 1425 
enquiries@gcohen.co.uk

www.gcohen.co.uk

G Cohen
ANTIQUE S ILVER

PAUL BROWN
P L U M B I N G  &  H E A T I N G

Domestic plumbing  

Gas central heating installations and repairs

Landlords’ gas safety certificates

Central heating · Power flushing

Boilers serviced / replaced

020 8458 7107 
07973 214 375

PAUL BROWN
PLUMBING &  H E AT I N G  E N G I N E E R

020 8458 7107 • 07973 214 375

27484 27484

and reading the many cards she 
received. Jean will be remembered 
for her many qualities, which 
included her generosity, kindness, 
understanding, wisdom and 
humour, as well as for her 
elephant collection which is 
probably my, now grown-up, 
children’s foremost memory of 
Christmas drinks at The Manse.

TERRY BROOKS

Plans are well advanced for a 
full scale update of the young 
children’s playground in Northway 
Gardens (west end) which is 
tired and worn. A local parents’ 
group has provisional funding 
(including a contribution from 
the Residents Association) for 
phase one and has conducted a 
survey of views regarding outline 
plans. As Suburb News goes to 
press, more detailed plans are 
being drawn for submission to 
Barnet Council to be signed off 
by the year end. The results of  
the survey are being analysed 

but it seems that the proposed 
tall children’s playhouse may 
now be lower like the existing 
playhouse. The aim is to begin 
work after the February half term 
with a view to opening phase one 
at the start of the Easter holidays. 
Subject to funding, phase two 
may be carried out during the 
summer term. At a meeting with 
Barnet on 24 October the small 
boundary extension was reined 
back to the minimum needed 
for safety requirements around 
the swings, and colours were 
toned down suitably.

Northway Gardens 
playground revamp

This is where members of the 
public can report a crime, obtain 
advice on crime prevention or on 
other police related matters, discuss 
community concerns, make an 
appointment to speak to a local 
officer or give a statement (if 
you would prefer for the police 
not to visit you at home or place 
of work), hand in self-reporting 
forms for road accidents, report 
lost property, hand in found 
property or collect found items 
of property by appointment.

The office is open to the 
public 5-8pm Wednesday  and 
Thursday, 12noon-3pm Saturday 
and Sunday.  Office phone 020 
7161 8185, mobile 07920 233737,  
or email Gardensuburb.snt@met.
police.uk or you can report crime 
online at www.met.police.uk. The 
nearest 24 hour police station is 
Colindale Police Station, Grahame 
Park Way, Colindale NW9 5TW.

 If you need to speak to the 
police call 101 but always call 
999 in an emergency.

Library 
needs 

volunteers
The much-loved community 
library in the Market Place needs 
more volunteers for its 3½ hour 
shifts, done in pairs. Responses to 
Mail@gardensuburblibrary.org.uk.

...and the RA


