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On 17 April, Hampstead Garden 
Suburb Community Library in 
The Market Place celebrated the 
fi rst anniversary of the day its 
doors were opened by volunteers 
as an independent entity, following 
closure in a cost-saving exercise 
by the Borough of Barnet in 
March 2012.

Thanks to 40 plus regular 
volunteers, the library is open to 
the public Tuesdays to Saturdays, 
10am-5pm except Bank Holidays, 
Christmas, New Year and Easter. 

Under the guidance of the 
volunteer management team, 
led by Jeremy Clynes, the tiny 
one-room library now has a fresh 
and welcoming look to it. 

Membership has risen to over 
1,100 in 12 months and the 
place has become a community 
hub, with Suburb organisations 
advertising their events in the 
window. The tiny tots have their 
two Sing Song sessions on 
Thursday mornings, slightly older 
children their Story and Rhyme 
Time on Tuesday afternoons and 
there are reading and craft sessions 
during the holidays.  A thriving 
link with Brookland Infants 
School has been established with 
the signing-up of all the children 
in the reception classes on their 
recent visit to the library.

Adults are catered for with a 
successful reading group meeting 

to discuss a different book on 
the fi rst Friday of each month, 
two computers and copying 
facilities for public use and 
beginners’ computer classes for 
adults. The library has a website, 
a regular e-newsletter and, in 
addition, Garden Suburb Police 
Safer Neighbourhood Team run 
regular bike-marking and advisory 
sessions there too.

Unlike some other boroughs, 
contact with Barnet’s library 
service has been maintained 
from the outset. The original 
stock of books and DVDs was 
gifted to the volunteers and 
since then a large stock of new 
reading material for adults and 
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Big Wood is an ancient woodland site, designated as a nature reserve by English Nature in 1999 largely due to the unusually large numbers of Wild Service trees of various ages. Barnet council now owns the wood and manages it together with the Big Wood management Group of volunteers which is a sub group of the Trees and Open Spaces Committee of the RA (Residents Association). There are currently over 50 Volunteers who help in the wood on Big Wood working days following an agreed management plan. Information on Big Wood can be found on the Sylva My Forest web site, which will continue to be updated throughout the duration of the management plan.

The Dollis Valley Greenwalk a 10 mile waymarked trail passes through the site. Leafl ets for this walk, and other self guided walks are available from libraries.
Location
The Big Wood nature trail starts at the Temple Fortune Hill entrance. It can be reached on foot via Hampstead Way from Finchley Road (A598) NW11. Buses 82, 102 and 260 all travel along the Finchley Road. From Golders Green station, the H2 bus stops near the wood in Willifi eld Way. 

Byelaws
Big Wood is subject to the London Borough of Barnet byelaws relating to pleasure grounds.

Barnet Parks & Open Spaces 020 8359 7824
Big Wood Volunteer Group 020 8455 9840
HGS Trust 020 8455 1066

This leafl et was produced with the kind support of RE:LEAF Community Grant Scheme section of the Forestry Commission and Barnet Council.
Barnet Council gratefully acknowledges the valuable contribution made by Susan Osborn in researching this leafl et and for illustrations by her and also John White ex Curator of Westonbirt Arboretum.

Thanks are also due to other local residents who contributed their knowledge and time and Paul Frainer formally Arboricultural Offi  cer at Barnet without whose knowledge and expertise the new management plan for Big Wood would never have taken place.

HISTORY
Entering Big Wood from the Temple Fortune Hill Memorial Gate, one crosses an ancient boundary that runs along Big Wood’s western edge and on through the rest of the Suburb where it is now partly obscured. This line almost certainly dates back to the Anglo-Saxon period. Historians have suggested it was part of a boundary between the hundreds of Ossulstone and Gore both described in the Domesday Book of 1086. Later it became a boundary between the manor of Finchley and the earlier manor of Hendon. At the time of the Norman conquest the wood was likely to have been part of a much larger woodland area, gradually reduced as new fi elds were made. Later the line served as, a parish a parliamentary and an urban district boundary. 

The land to the west of the line was called Wyldes. It was owned by Eton College from the fi fteenth century. Before this it was owned by Westminster Abbey who granted it in the 13th century to the Leper Hospital of St James. (where St James palace now stands). The Abbey lost control of the hospital and estate to the Crown in a dispute in the 14th century. King Henry VI founded Eton College and a few years later, in 1449, granted it both the hospital and estate. In the next century Henry VIII took the hospital but confi rmed Eton College’s ownership of the estate. At the beginning of the 20th century, the college sold much of the land to the early Hampstead Garden Suburb Trust for building the original part of the Suburb.  

The wood itself lay in Bibwell, on the eastern side of the line, an area which was probably part of the Fulham estates. These estates had been acquired by the Bishop of London from the Bishop of Hereford documented in a charter circa 704-9 A.D. However the earliest mention of Bibwell found so far is in a document of 1434 confi rming a 40 year lease between the bishop and a John Sanny for “a certain close in Fynchley called Bybwell”. Many diff erent tenants leased Bibwell through the centuries. The leases show they were expected, amongst other things, to maintain the woods. A lease of 1588 to John Kerrie for 21 years requires him to protect the young re-growth “that are nowe growinge and that hereafter after every fall of the woods thereupon growinge or so growe during the said term”. This suggests that tenants or their workers might cut/ coppice wood fairly regularly in small sections at a time and not cut new growth until it was well established. 

Cover: Charcoal drawings of Big Wood by Sally Lewis, who has lived in the Suburb for most of her life and Chris Gregory, who was born in the Suburb.

They probably used the wood for fi rewood, hurdle making for sheep folds or for fencing and may have sold some as well. (See illustrations after the 14th century Luttrell Psalter). However leases show that from 1810 the bishop no longer allowed tenants to cut wood and reserved all timber rights for himself. It appears that around this time much of the coppice woodland was felled and replanted with an oak timber crop as most of the current oaks (now standing) date from the 19th century. See early maps of the area showing the shape of the wood then. Gradually in the 20th century the smaller trees and bushes regenerated from seed and the old root system to form the present understory. In 1911 the HGS Trust took a 999 year lease on the area to extend the original Suburb. The freehold of Big Wood was taken over from the ecclesiastical commissioners (who had taken over the administration of the Bishop’s estates in 1855) by Finchley district council in 1933 and remains with the local authority – Barnet.
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Bus routes 82, 102, 260 and H2 

children has been provided. 
Volunteer management team 
leader Jeremy Clynes, who also 
runs the website and produces 
the newsletter as well as doing 
sessions on the front desk, said: 

“We all enjoy face to face contact 
with the public, particularly when 
very young children come in for 
the very fi rst time. Just watching 
their faces makes keeping the 
library open worthwhile. 

“We hope everyone of all 
ages in the Suburb and 
beyond, who lives within reach 
of us, will come and join us so 
that this community library can 
stay open for many years to come.” 

marJorIe HarrIS

Garden Suburb Junior 
chess masters

Garden Suburb Juniors 
win again

Bigwood Update

The chess team at Garden 
Suburb Junior School has won 
fi rst prize in the Barnet Schools 
Chess League Division One. 
The twelve players representing 
their school played a number of 

The winning team from Garden 
Suburb Junior School at the 
Barnet Eurovision Song Contest! 
Nineteen schools from all over 
Barnet took part and eight made 
it through to the fi nal which 
took place at Ashmole Academy 
in Southgate. The Upper School 
Choir sang a  Spanish folk song 
‘Viva la Media Naranja’ and they 

The Bigwood Volunteer Group 
has worked throughout the winter 
and spring in the wood carrying  
out work according to the fi ve 
year plan which was drawn up 
last year in conjunction with 
Barnet. The number of glades 
has been increased to six with 
plans to create two more in the 
autumn and over 50 oak saplings 
have been planted. The work is 
vital to preserve the character of 
the woodland which is classifi ed 
by English Nature as ancient 
woodland. The group are carrying 
out selected  coppicing which 
has been practiced in the UK for 
at least 400 years. Most mature 
trees will sprout repeatedly 
from the stump when cut down 
so can live for centuries. When 
the forest fl oor is opened up, by 
cutting hazel and clearing ivy 
etc, to sunlight, nutrients are 
available for wild fl owers and 
young trees to grow. A properly 
run coppice cycle gives a diverse 
age and habitat for wildlife. 

The volunteer group along 
with Barnet successfully applied 
to the Forestry Commission for 
a grant to help the work in 
Bigwood. With the funds we 
have produced a leafl et on the 
wood which is freely available 
to anyone in the Suburb who is 
interested. There is a history 
section tracing the history of 

matches over the last term and 
became champions on January 30. 
The school has a thriving chess 
club with top coaches Rob 
Willmoth and International 
Master Lorin D’Costa.

won fi rst place! The Spanish and 
Music teachers teamed up to 
prepare the children for the 
competition. The children were 
thrilled to be crowned winners 
and performed the song again 
in front of their school and the 
Infant School the next day. The 
children proudly wore their gold 
medals to school for the day. 

the wood back to 704! and an 
updated heritage trail to help 
people identify trees and some 
interesting aspects of the wood. 
We are grateful for the research 
carried out by Susan Osborn and 
Colin Gregory. The front cover 
of the leafl et features drawings 
of the wood by Sally Lewis and 
Chris Gregory.

The leafl et can be obtained 
from the Suburb Library in 
Market Place, the Gallery at 
Fellowship or the Trust Offi ces. 
Alternatively a copy can be 
downloaded from the Trust 
website where a subsection has 
been created for Bigwood

More volunteers would be 
welcome to help with the work 
when it restarts in the autumn. 
Contact details are in the leafl et.
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