Work is currently being carried
out in Bigwood. This is being
done according to the Bigwood
Management Plan which has
been drawn up by Barnet after
consultation with the Trees and

Open Spaces Committee of the RA.

Part of the Plan involves
coppicing which is done from
time to time on Saturdays
mornings. This work is directed
by a Barnet Arboricultural Officer
but volunteers are needed from
the community to help with
the work. The picture shows
volunteers working in the wood
in September. Further days are
planned for October 22 and
November 26. Volunteers meet
at the Memorial Gate at 10am.

The work is vital to preserve
the character of the woodland
which was first shown on maps
circa 1746. Coppicing has been
practiced in the UK for at least
400 years. Most mature trees will
sprout repeatedly from the stump
when cut down so can live for
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centuries. A recent example can
be seen on the right of the
Memorial Gate entrance where
hazel, coppiced in February this
year, has re-sprouted very quickly.
This form of management has
declined since the nineteenth
century but is now being
reinstated in areas of ancient
and semi natural woodland.
When the forest floor is
opened up, by cutting hazel
and clearing ivy etc, to sunlight,
nutrients are available for wild
flowers and young trees to grow.
A properly run coppice cycle
gives a diverse age and habitat
for wildlife. The smaller cut hazel
timber can be used to form
fencing or dead hedging whilst
larger timber will remain in situ
to increase deadwood resource
and provide valuable habitat for
invertebrates, bats and birds.
Trees are essential to us in so
many ways. They store carbon,
improve air quality, offer shade
and shelter, stabilise the soil
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and mitigate floods as well as
providing important habitat for
wildlife and producing a
renewable source of timber and
fuel. According to research, just
looking at trees alleviates stress.
So become a tree hugger and
come and help the volunteer
work in Bigwood!

Ton
Mandelson
memorial
renewed

It was an idea that would have
appealed to RA chairman Tony
Mandelson, who died in 1988,
a memorial bench round a tree
on Willifield Green used by
children and their parents on
their way to and from school.
Since then two such benches
have been worn out and a third
has now been organised by the
Residents Association.

The new bench, work has not
yet been completed, is beneath
a different tree, this time at the
other end of the green. Once
finished there will be another
ceremony for what will be an
even more fitting memorial to a
well loved Suburb character.

An Indian Portia

Dr Kusoom Vadgama looks after
the eyes of a host of Suburb
residents and has done so for
years in her Temple Fortune
practice. But that’s not all. Every
now and again she produces a
well researched scholarly tome

Trip to RAF Fylingdales

The Suburb Astronomy Group,
HGS Astronomical Society, visited
RAF Fylingdales on 30 August.

Situated in the middle of the
North York Moors, the RAF base
achieved fame in the 60s because
of its appearance, three large golf
ball shaped spheres housing
sophisticated radar designed to
give the UK and US warning of
any impending nuclear attack.
Fylingdales was one of three
BMEWS (Ballistic Missile Early
Warning System) sites, the others
being at Thule in Greenland
and Clear in Alaska.

The Golf Balls were replaced
in 1992 by 120 foot high
pyramid called the SSPAR or
Solid State Phased Array Radar,
now devoted to monitoring not
only missile launches but also
Space surveillance.

The Space aspect was the big
attraction for the dozen members

of the society who visited the
top security RAF base.

Flt Lt Kevin Simmonds took
us through huge steel doors into
the main building, as it is designed
to withstanding a nuclear EMP
(electro magnetic pulse) attack.

After a film about the history
and function of the base and a
tour of the SSPAR we were taken
into the Space Operations Room.
This is manned continuously
and monitors some 16,000 man-
made objects orbiting the earth
currently and has a catalogue of
over 32,000 objects.

We asked them whether they
had ever detected UFO’s but they
told us they were confident that
they had identified most of the
objects, varying in size from the
ISS (International Space Station)
down to a glove, a camera and
even a screwdriver.
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hammers drills saws JOINS
BRACKETS cabinets locks nails
fits FIXES repairs
beds kitchens doors floors
WARDROBES DRAWERS
designs builds & renovates

joshua berger
carpentry & decorating
t: 07811 911 389 e: thejoshberger@hotmail.com
w: joshuabergercarpentry.com
28 greenhill prince arthur road london nw3 Sua

PR HARTLEY

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
& REGISTERED AUDITOR

Accounting & Taxation Services

Call 020 8731 9745 or 07850 634395
Email paul@prhartley.co.uk
www.prhartley.co.uk

Saturday 5 November 11am-2pm
to be opened by

MARTIN BELL
Fellowship House,136a Willifield Way, NW11 6YD

Come and do your Christmas shopping early!

Vintage items, Collectables, Silver, Jewellery,
Pictures, Books, Home-made Cakes & Produce,
Combat Stress Christmas Cards & Gifts,
Children’s Books & Toys,

Raffle, Light Refreshments and lots more

COMBAT
STRESS

EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY

DONATIONS URGENTLY NEEDED FOR WINTER FAIR
IN AID OF COMBAT STRESS
If you have any unwanted gifts, small items for the home
(china, books, glass, pictures, linens) in good condition
which you would like to donate, please contact Ruth Smith

by November 1 on 020 8458 8191
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SUBURB NEWS IS PRODUCED AND DELIVERED TO YOU BY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEERS

mostly on the influence of Indians
on the UK. Many of her Suburb
friends joined her in South
Audley Street to see the launch
of her latest book at the Nehru
Centre. We were not alone as it
seemed most of London’s Indian
intelligentsia were there too.
The latest book, at 704 pages,
celebrates the life and writing
of Cornelia Sorabji one of the
most remarkable women of her
time. The launch, chaired by the
BBC'’s Joshua Rozenberg, heard
of Kusoom’s discovery of Sorabji
and her determination to reveal
her story from law student in
Bombay to Oxford where, at
Somerville College in the 1860s,
she became the first woman
and first Indian to obtain an
Oxford law degree. She devoted
her life to womens’ emancipation
and to writing. We heard from

the current Somerville principal,
Dr Alice Prochaska, who was
proud that Sorabji had been a
student as had been Indira
Ghandi, the first woman prime
minister and Margaret Thatcher.
One of the Suburb contingent
was Dr Elizabeth Monkhouse
who was also at Somerville in
the thirties.

Dr Kusoom Vadgama, left, Elizabeth
Monkhouse and Richard Wakefield in
the Nehru Centre

‘The Merry Wives’

July was not exactly sunny but it
was cheered up by an excellent
production of “The Merry Wives
of Windsor’ by the Garden Suburb
Theatre group at the Little Oak
Wood Open Air Theatre. Colin
Gregory’s sensitive production
had a real small country town
feel about it. Children played
and folk bustled about.

John Colmans has the figure
and voice for Sir John Falstaff, but
he was rather too gentlemanly.
A little more of the rogue and
amerous opportunist would not
have gone amiss. The object of
his passion, Mistress Ford, was well
portrayed by Catherine Lemmon.
She and Louise Seheult, as Margaret
Page, made a good pair of Falstaff

baiters. Jon Musker, as the
jealous husband, Frank Ford,
was outstanding. His frustrations
and rages were amusingly depicted.

The young couple Fenton and
Anne Page (Geoff Prutton and
Vanessa Williams) were happily
united finally. Tony Newton,
impressive as Robert Shallow,
got a lot of humour out of the
Justice of the Peace as did
Owain Rose as the parson Hugh
Evans. Lydia Tutton was a pert
Robin, servant to Falstaff.

The set and costumes were
created by Frances Musker and
Mirander Solomon'’s childrens’
movement and dances added
to the enjoyment of a particularly
delightful production.
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CHARTERED ARCHITECTS

For a sensitive and sympathetic
approach to Architecture
and Interior design we ofter
a full or partial service

to suit your requirements.

NICHOLAS BRILL M.SC. DIP. ARCH. RIBA MBIM
ASSISTANT TRUST ARCHITECT 1987-88

GROVE HOUSE ¢ 2B LICHFIELD GROVE
FINCHLEY CENTRAL « LONDON N3 2JP
TELEPHONE: 020 8349 0037 « FAX: 020 8349 0092
EMAIL: architects@brillowen.co.uk « WEB: www.brillowen.co.uk



