
SUBURB
Culture

featuring Simon Kovar

Sim on Kovar, 26, has lived in the Suburb for over 
20 years. H e w as edu cated  at King Alfred School 
and then  read Politics and Parliam entary Studies 
at Leeds University. H e is currently R esearch  
Assistant to  David R endel the Liberal D em ocrat 
MP for N ew bury and has just returned from  3 
w eeks travelling in India. Suburb News asked  him  
about his cultural taste in film s, b ook s, m usic and 
TV program m es.

SUBURB
Showbiz

featuring Beans Balawi

Jo n a th a n  Ross, Richard and Ju d y, Martin B ell, the 
Suburb has its fair share o f fam ous residents but 
n ow  w e have a child  star in the m aking, in the 
shap e o f  B ean s Balaw i. B ean s is com ing up to 
his sixth birthday, attends H am pstead G arden 
Suburb School and is in Y ear 1. O utside o f sch oo l 
he en joys learn ing the violin at the Y outh M usic 
C entre b eh ind  H enrietta B arn et School, w h ere  he 
is taught by Tania G oldberg.

It is clear that B ean s has show  business 
running through his b lood . His grandfather, as 
w ell as b eing  a theatrical agent, has b e e n  m arried 
to singer Patti B ou laye for 25 years and B e a n ’s 
m other M andy w as a ballet d ancer w h o then  
w ent into m odelling b efo re  b eco m in g  involved in 
film s in H ollyw ood.

As a baby, B ean s w as a very successful 
m odel, but his parents d ecid ed  that in order to 
h elp  his integration into sch oo l they w ould  put 
his career to  o n e  side. H ow ever B ean s, love and 
enthusiasm  for the business w as hard to  quash, 
and b oth  his m other and father b elieve that now  
is the right tim e for B ean s to restart his quest for 
fam e. H e is o n  the b o o k s at the fam ous Sylvia 
Y ou n g’s T heatre School agency, and has already 
got quite a track record  including various ads, tw o 
different TV series and a role in a fairytale-style film.

W hilst still only  five, it is obviou s that B ean s 
has a trem endous talent, so  m uch so that he has 
got every jo b  that he has auditioned for, an 
ach iev em ent that is not to  b e  sniffed  at. So, w hat 
d oes the future hold  for this young talent? As a 
m assive fan, his m ain aim  at the m om en t is to  b e  
cast in the 4th Harry Potter film, and w ith his 
current record , o n e  w ould  not b e  surprised if he 
ach ieved  this. All that is left is for Suburb News 
to  w ish B ean s the b est o f  luck for his prom ising 
future, and it seem s that w e shall b e  seeing  a lot 
m ore o f him  for years to com e.

Favourite Film:
My favourite film  is E.T., in that m y em otional 
resp onse is the sam e every tim e I see  it. I love 
the story, the cinem atography, and the m usic. My 
favourite part in it has to b e  the last 15 m inutes 
or so  -  the farew ell. That has to  b e  am ong the 
m ost glorious 15 m inutes in cin em a’s history!

Favourite Actress:
I w ould  ch o o se  an Indian actress, Kajol, w h o is a 
real screen  p resen ce  -  beautiful, charm ing, funny 
and m oving. I w ould  recom m end  seeing  her in 
the Hindi blockbuster, Kabhi Khushi K abhie G ham  
-  rom antic m elodram a at its best, w ith m em orable 
m usic and dancing and an engaging story.

Favourite Book:
I find it difficult to  p ick  o n e  b o o k . My favourite 
novels are the ‘Return o f the N ative’ by  Thom as 
Hardy; the characters, and their nam es, are 
brilliant -  Eustacia Vye, D am on W ildeve, D iggory 
Venn. O h, I like ‘W aiting for the M ahatm a’ by  
R.K. N arayan as w ell.

Current Read:
I am  just finishing ‘Radical T hen , Radical N ow ’ by 
Rabbi Jo n a th a n  Sacks -  his exp lanation  o f 
Ju d aism  and its continuing relevan ce today. I 
have found it engaging and thought-provoking, 
providing a p ersp ective on  m y ow n heritage 
w h ich  I had not fully ap p reciated  b efo re . For 
exam p le, the centrality  o f  the exp erien ce  o f  exile  
and the in junction to  love strangers as w ell as 
neighbou rs -  rem em bering  that w e ourselves 
have b e e n  strangers in other p e o p le ’s lands -  is a 
m essage that has powerful implications for us today.

Favourite Album:
Again, it is difficult to p ick  any o n e  album . 
R ecently  I have en jo yed  Eva Cassidy’s ‘Songbird ’, 
Step hen  W arb eck ’s m usic for the film  Captain 
C orelli’s M andolin, and A.R. R ahm an’s m usical 
‘B om b ay  D ream s’. B ut it dep end s on  my m o od  at 
any given time.

Favourite current musician:
I m ainly listen to film  m usic -  including, m ore 
recently, Hindi film  m usic. Favourites include the 
com p osers Patrick D oyle, G eorge F enton  and 
Jo h n  W illiam s.

Favourite TV programme:
I have b e e n  thoroughly h o o k ed  on  Cutting It -  
both  the first series and the seco n d  (just finished). 
T he characters get them selves into som e ridiculous 
entanglem ents, but it is absolu tely  com pelling.

probably  nipplew ort, and m aybe cats-ear. I find it 
difficult to tell these  apart.

In the h ed ges there is b ind w eed  and w ood y 
nightshade, not so poisonous as deadly nightshade, 
but d o n ’t try it just the sam e, and goosegrass, 
w h ich  so m eo n e taught m e to  call sticky w illie. 
G row ing under the hed ges there are several 
d ifferent w illow  herbs, sorrel and d ock , and 
m o u se-scen ted  herb-R obert, although I never saw  
a m ouse that sm elled  like that, I ’m  just passing 
o n  w hat the b o o k  tells m e. Also, under the 
h ed ges is groundsel, like a little yellow  thistle, 
and w o od  avens, w ith spicy  sm elling roots, and 
m ead ow  thistle. Even the gutters are full o f  
ch ick w eed  and spurge.

I ’d like to  think that B arn et has changed  its 
green sp aces p o licy  and is n o  longer spraying 
herbicid e o n  anything green  that isn ’t grass but I 
hesitate to  ring and congratulate them  o n  this 
change o f  heart in case  so m eo n e has just 
forgotten and im m ediately sends out a fleet o f 
spraying m achines. Anyway, that w o u ld n ’t 
exp lain  w hy so m any law ns are full o f 
w ildflow ers too. Perhaps it w as the w eather. In 
w h ich  case, goo d  for the w eather.

N one o f  these  is a rare plant and som e m ay 
call them  w eed s rather than w ild flow ers 
esp ecially  w h en  they turn up in the garden, but 
the sight o f  them  brightens our roads and 
pavem ents. And I like to k n ow  w hat I ’m 
adm iring. D o n ’t run aw ay w ith the idea that I ’m  
an  exp ert -  the first identification b o o k  I reached  
for w as ‘F low er Fairies o f  the W ayside’ w hich  I ’ve 
ow ned  sin ce  I w as 4. I also lo o k ed  in K eble  
M artin’s ‘N ew  C oncise British Flora’ w hich  has the 
b est draw ings for com paring your sam ple (m ake 
sure you d o n ’t bring h om e to o  m any insects), 
and Richard M abey’s ‘Flora B ritann ica’, w hich  
tells you w hat it w ould  b e  called  in Scotland  or 
Som erset, and w h eth er or not you can  eat it. 
Fascinating stuff, and all on  m y ow n doorstep.

SUBURB
Nature
featuring Georgina Malcolm

SUBURB NEWS IS PRODUCED AND DELIVERED TO YOU BY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEERS

Georgina Malcolm is Chairman of the Residents 
Association. She told us about wild flowers on 
the Suburb.

Where have all the flowers come from? What is 
happening on the Suburb this summer? I haven’t 
seen so many wild flowers around for years. 
Suddenly the verges are a riot of red and white 
clover, creeping buttercup, birds-foot trefoil 
(maybe you call it eggs and bacon or perhaps 
lady’s fingers) and selfheal. I’ve seen ragwort 
down by the Market Place, alongside common 
mallow and Jack-by-the-hedge. Ribwort plantain 
and yarrow are bursting out between the red 
brick paviours of the North side and the tree pits 
are full of black medick, which has a yellow pea- 
flower and black seeds, and redshanks, a native 
polygonum. As usual, there are plenty of daisies 
and dandelions around -  everyone knows these, 
however, amongst the dandelion-type flowers 
there is smooth sow-thistle, lesser hawkbit and 
autumn hawkbit, then there’s another I think is

Creative Hero:
I’m not sure I believe in heroes -  as most of those 
I’ve had have been knocked off their pedestals. I 
think the political figures I most admire are those 
who have wrestled with the great issues and 
dilemma’s of their day, and not always come up 
with the right answers, but perhaps asked the 
right questions and sought to bring a philosophical 
or principled approach to bear. Jawaharlal Nehru 
would be a good example.

Deborah Warland 
has lived on the 

Suburb for 24 years. 
As a busy publisher 
for Conde Nast, her 

last two assignments 
were as publisher of 

House and Garden 
and then Conde Nast 

Traveller. Deborah 
says “We,” her 

husband Peter was 
also in publishing, 
“were too busy to 
take much notice 

of the Suburb 
environment or its 

activities.” The RA is 
fortunate that they 

both find time now, 
w hen not travelling 
or watching cricket, 

to put something 
back into the 

Suburb. “I hope 
readers will enjoy 

this new look at life 
on the Suburb 

through the eyes of 
a few of its 
residents.”
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