
Recycle
your old computer

D o n ’t just junk it! Recycled, it 
can  be  o f enorm ous benefit to 
d isab led  p eo p le  -  especially  
children.

Neil Sleight refurbishes and 
adapts com puters, particularly for 
children  w ith  special needs (he 
is h im self the father o f such a 14 
year old), w hom  he visits to 
assess and  advise, dem onstrating 
program m es to develop language,

num eracy and  com m unication 
th e n  p ro v id in g  tra in ing  an d  
support.

P articularly  usefu l are 
Pentium  2 or 3, desk top  or 
lap top  com puters, printers and  
m onitors too.

Elizabeth Cockburn is helping 
by  collecting old com puters, etc. 
for him  -  just d rop  them  in any 
m orning at 30 South Way, please.

News from
It is the tim e of year w h en  the 
Residents A ssociation is passing 
on  to  Fellow ship the generous 
donations collected along w ith RA 
m em bersh ip  fees.

The Gift Aid schem e m eans 
that for every £1 do n ated  by 
residents, Fellowship can reclaim 
28p. This m akes a considerable 
difference to  Fellowship finances 
and  w e are very grateful to 
those residents w ho  have signed 
a Gift Aid D eclaration.

By the tim e this issue of 
Suburb News is pub lished  w e 
shall have h ad  ou r annual visit 
by the Senior Care and  Leisure 
g roup  from  T oynbee Hall. In

Fellowship
Ju n e  this an n u a l ev en t w as 
rec ip ro ca ted  b y  a visit to  
T oynbee Hall o f a coach load of 
Fellow ship m em bers for the St 
Ju d e ’s Prom  held  in the ‘crad le’ 
o f the Suburb. It w as a very jolly 
afte rnoon , m u ch  en joyed  by 
Fellow ship m em bers -  ano ther 
link be tw een  the Suburb and  its 
origins.

H ad it no t b een  for the 
vision of H enrietta Barnett, w e 
w ou ld  no t now  be living in this 
w onderfu l part o f London: there 
is now here  else quite like it, 
e ith e r v isually  o r fo r its 
com m unity spirit.
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Suburb sculptor’s homeless figures 
‘engage public sym pathy’

This show  is the latest stage in a 
long process o f developm ent. I 
refer no t just to  the sculptures 
them selves (begun  in 1992, the 
m ost recen t pieces ad d ed  this 
year) b u t to  their pu rp o se  and 
fu n ctio n  an d  th e  reaso n in g  
b eh in d  the p resen t show .

The figures started  w h en  I 
w as a studen t at the City Poly in 
W hitechapel and  w ere  a simple, 
und irected  response to  peo p le  I 
u sed  to  see every day, sheltering 
in doorw ays and  underpasses 
a ro u n d  Aldgate. To start w ith I 
had  no  o ther pu rp o se  in mind; 
bu t as they  began  to  em erge in 
m y w ork, I realised they  w ere 
trying to  express som ething, not 
by  m y intention, b u t by their 
very presence. I sho w ed  them  to 
CRISIS w h o  lived across the 
road, and  together w e p u t on  a 
small show  at All H allow s by the 
Tower.

T hey  co n tin u ed  to  arrive 
after I h ad  m o v ed  to  th e  
M iddlesex University Art School 
at W ood G reen and  today  they 
num ber som e tw o dozen  figures. 
D uring 1993-96 they  w ere  used  
by The Prince’s Trust in their 
‘Invest in Futures’ cam paign and  
w ere  show n  in eight different 
cities aro u n d  the country, bu t 
these w ere  all private events to 
w h ich  th e  pu b lic  w as n o t 
invited . H ow ever, th e ir first 
public  show ings at Southw ark

and  St A lbans C athedrals on  
b eh a lf o f CRISIS, in 1996-7, 
p ro d u ced  a pow erful response 
in those w h o  saw  them  -  peo p le  
w ere  throw ing m oney  into the 
lap  o f th e  figure w ith  the  
PLEASE placard, because  they  
w an ted  to  help, bu t there w as 
no -one to  ask or to show  them  
how . At a later show  in Islington 
on  H ousing and  H om elessness, 
w here  they  featured  am ong the 
w ork  o f 20 artists, once again 
there w as no  presence from  the 
hom eless charities.

From this I cam e to  realise 
that if one  w an ted  to  use the 
scu lp tu res  to  en g ag e  pub lic  
sym pathy, no t just for the plight 
o f the hom eless, but to  enlist 
their aid in the w ork  o f the 
charities -  w hat w as being  done  
for hom eless peop le , and  w hat 
w as b e in g  ach iev ed  -  o n e  
should  beg in  p lann ing  such an 
ev en t w ith  th e  charity  
organisations from  the start.

This w as p u t to the test in 
G uildford last year; a tw o w eek  
exhibition m oun ted  by G uildford 
Social Services, w ith the local 
b ranch  of G roundsw ell and  the 
G uildford C hurches proved, in 
the w ords o f the organisers, that 
“art can act as a vital catalyst in 
em pow ering  b o th  com m ittees 
and  individuals”.

N ow  w e have done this on  a 
b igger scale in London at St

G eorge’s Cathedral in June, St 
B ride’s C hurch in Fleet Street in 
July, follow ed by  W estm inster 
City Hall. In O ctober the figures 
go to  O xford (Cow ley) for six 
w eeks, returning to London in 
N ovem ber. In the longer term  I 
h o p e  w e m ay be able to bring 
ab o u t a n a tio n al to u rin g  
exhibition, featuring w ork  from

m any sources -  including that of 
hom eless peo p le  them selves -  
to  p resen t to  the  w idest possible 
public the issues o f hom eless­
ness, h ow  it is being  addressed  
and  to  w hat effect, restoring to 
hom eless p eo p le  a p ro p er sense 
o f their ow n identity and  their 
p lace as individuals in society.

ALEC WORSTER

B ill B a ile y  and bis wife Tina enjoying retirement.

S. F .‘Bill’ Bailey CBE 
1916-2002

W hen Bill Bailey jo ined  the  
R esidents A ssociation Council in 
1989 w e benefited  enorm ously  
from his experience and expertise, 
w hich  w as always generously  
available to the many organisations 
w ith  w hich  he w as associated.

H e had  b een  a journalist, 
civil servant, senior governm ent 
official in colonial Kenya (for 
w hich he w as aw arded the CBE), 
U niversity  G rants C om m ittee 
Secretary in H ong Kong, w here  
he fo u n d ed  the  In ternational 
Arts C entre and  patron  of the 
Cutty Sark Trust in G reenw ich.

In 1983 he and  his w ife Tina 
settled in H am pstead Way. Tina 
had  w o rk ed  in the  Ministry of 
Inform ation at the en d  of the 
war, w h e re  she m et Jo an n e  
Bower, w h o  lived on  the Suburb 
and  w as equally  in terested  in 
anim al welfare.

Bill w as elec ted  to  the RA 
Executive Committee and becam e 
an  invaluable m em ber o f the 
Roads an d  Traffic Com m ittee 
u n d e r  th e  ch a irm an sh ip  o f 
D avid Rapson. H e w as w ell 
versed  in the p ro ced u res o f 
o fficia ldom  an d  p u t fo rw ard

proposals for traffic calm ing on  
the Suburb, as had  b een  adop ted  
in Small Heath, Birmingham, where 
he grew  up. He took  part in the 
interm inable, b u t inconclusive, 
H enly’s C orner Inquiry. In July 
1994 th ey  m o v ed  to  South  
L ondon for family reasons and 
w ere  e lec ted  h o n o ra ry  Life 
M em bers o f the  RA in 1993.

H e en jo y ed  dram atic  
productions -  he and Tina had  
m et at an  am ateur theatre in 
North L ondon -  and took  part in 
A M idsum m er N ight’s Dream, 
am ongst others, on  the Suburb.

In m eetings an d  a g reat 
variety o f writings, he expressed  
him self clearly and  firmly, w ith 
an  abhorrence o f jargon, w hile 
never being solem n or pom pous. 
He strongly believed in getting 
on  w ith  the m atter in h an d  and  
ha ted  waffle.

M any o f his ex tended  family 
an d  friends, in c lud ing  som e 
from  the Suburb, a tten d ed  a 
celebration  o f his life on  8 Ju n e  
2002 at Lewisham  Crem atorium  
and  to say goodbye to  a lovely 
m an.

CAMILLA RAAB

Leonard Potiphar 
1901-2002

O n e o f th e  S uburb  s o ld es t 
residents died, aged  100, in May. 
Leonard (Len) Potiphar w as bo rn  
in Hackney on 22 September 1901. 
H e served in India during  the 
second w orld w ar and  afterwards 
w o rk ed  for a com pany  m aking 
building materials.

Len and his wife, W inifred, 
lived for many years in Wordsworth 
Walk. Following her death, he 
m oved  to  The O rchard  w here  
he  lived for over 20 years. Until 
relatively recently  he w as very 
active in the Suburb com m unity.

Len and  W in w ere  m em bers 
o f the H orticultural Society for 
m any years, and  Len served as 
Show  Secretary for 18 years, 
retiring in 1990, w h en  he becam e 
one  o f the  Society’s H onorary  
Vice-Presidents. He w on numerous 
cups and  prizes for his exhibits 
in the  show s and  also enjoyed 
icing celebration  cakes for m any 
a w edding.

He was a skilled watercolourist 
and  his paintings and  draw ings 
w ere  exh ib ited  regularly  and  
always sn ap p ed  u p  by  keen  
buyers. His flow er line draw ings 
ap p ear o n  the covers o f the 
an n u a l H orticu ltu ra l Society 
h andbooks and  will con tinue to 
do  so as a fitting mem orial. The 
Society also p lans to dedicate a 
silver cup  in his nam e.

As the  O rchard’s o ldest and 
longest resident, it is h o p ed  that 
one  o f Len’s paintings will hang 
in the lobby there in the near 
future for everyone to  rem em ber 
him  by.

Last Septem ber Len enjoyed 
his 100th birthday celebration with 
friends and  neighbours around  
him  at a party  organised  by 
family friend D iane Berger at the 
O rchard, w ith  a card from  the 
Q ueen  and  cham pagne and  a 
sp lend id  cake.
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