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Sir,
As R oz Archer so rightly poin ts  
out in her article in the last 
issue o f  the Suburb News, the 
H am pstead Garden Suburb is 
subject to greater p lan n in g  
a n d  developm ent controls than  
probably  anyw here else in tbe 
Country. This severely limits 
the residents with regard to 
w hat they can  do with their 
properties. We accept this as 
we appreciate that it is an  
area o f  special architectural 
a n d  historic interest. However, 
although the Council are  
partly  instrum ental in both 
designating a n d  im plem enting  
these controls they seem to be 
blissfully unaw are o f  the 
dam age which is being done  
both to the environm ent a n d  
the lives o f  the residents by 
their poorly though out, 
disjointed a n d  piecem eal 
traffic policies.

The Council a lready knew  
well in advance o f  the recent 
changes to the Finchley Road  
that their P ay a n d  D isplay had  
im pacted severely a n d  adversely 
on the Temple Fortune area in 
general a n d  the Suburb, 
im m ediately adjoin ing the 
Finchley Road, in particu lar  
with an  inordinate am ount o f  
non-resident park ing  being 
displaced into the surrounding  
turnings. In spite o f  this, a n d  
w ithout consultation, they 
proceeded a n d  carried out 
these further “im provem ents” 
which has only m ade matters 
worse. The properties in the 
turnings on the older p a r t o f  
the Suburb -  having been 
constructed whilst the m otor 
car w as still in i t ’s in fa n cy-  
do not have garages or off- 
street park ing  a n d  although 
the P ay a n d  D isplay has also 
im pacted on the turnings on 
the Western side o f  the 
Finchley R oad a t least the 
occupiers o f  these properties - 
being in the m ain  inter-w ar 
sem i-detached houses with  
garages a n d  drivew ays -  are  
not so severely affected. But 
where, according to the

C ouncil’s Finchley a n d  Golders 
Green Area E nvironm ent Sub­
com m ittee Report o f  the 29th  

June 2004, which proposes a  
CPZ fo r  the Temple Fortune 
area, have the Council been 
supposedly m onitoring the 
effects o f  the P ay a n d  Display? 
M ainly on the Western side o f  
the Finchley R oad including  
Highcroft Gardens which is 
already in the Golders Green 
CPZ! Only H am pstead Way 
a n d  Childs Way, which have 
suffered fro m  a high level o f  
non-resident park ing  fo r  years, 
on the Suburb were included  
in the C ouncil’s monitoring  
exercise.

The Residents’ Association  
have, according to last issue o f  
the Suburb News, -  Suburb 
faces park ing  controls a n d  loss 
o f  traffic calm ing - expressed 
concern abou t not being 
consulted on the Council’s 
proposals fo r  a  Temple Fortune 
CPZ. More to the point, a n d  in 
view o f  their apparent 
disinterest up till recently 
about the park ing  problem , I 
hope that, even i f  they are  
consulted, their views are not 
given undue consideration  
a n d  that it is the views o f  the 
m ajority o f  householders which  
are taken into account. I f  all 
the residents on the Suburb 
belonged to the Association it 
probably  w ould  not be a 
problem  as then, hopefully, the 
views o f  the Association, 
expressed on behalf o f  all, 
w ould concur with the 
m ajority opinion. But this is 
not the case and, fo r  whatever 
reasons, they might wish to 
pu rsue a  different agenda. For 
instance, a lready concern has 
been expressed about ‘intrusive 
signs’ a n d  the street fu rn itu re  
which, unfortunately, is p a r t 
a n d  parcel o f  a  CPZ. It is a  
grea t p ity  that the Residents’ 
Association were apparently  
less concerned about the 
destruction o f  the environm ent
-  in particu lar the grass verges
-  a n d  the im pact that the ‘wall 
to w a ll’park in g  has h ad  on 
the lives o f  their members a n d  
the other residents in such
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turnings as Asm uns Place. It is 
vitally im portant that this 
proposed CPZ is in troduced as 
soon as possible a n d  that such 
relatively m inor matters as 
argum ents about the 
intrusiveness, or otherwise, o f  
the street fu rn itu re  is not 
allow ed to delay i t ’s overdue 
im plem entation.

Yours,
Eric Holme

2 6  Lyttelton Court 
N 2 0EB

Sir,
The fro n t page o f  issue 84  o f  
Suburb News con tained the 
headline, ‘Suburb faces parking  
controls’. I f  these controls are  
enforced in a sim ilar w ay to 
those o f  the double red lines in 
Market Place, then there should  
not be an y noticeable change, 
so no one need fear.

In the years that the red  
lines have been there, a  blatant 
a n d  arrogant disregard by 
motorists has existed. I  have 
seen fo u r  vehicles parked  a t the 
bus stop a t one time, leaving 
no space fo r  a  bus to stop. The 
police, red route patrols a n d  
traffic w ardens do nothing to 
preven t this.

I  have written to the council 
a n d  the MP fo r  the area about 
this m atter but to no avail. I 
have even rem onstrated with 
the offending drivers but, 
because they have got aw ay  
with the offence fo r  so long, I  
doubt that they are  even aw are  
o f  their tra nsgression. You 
should not worry too much  
about the im pending CPZ -  it 
will not be enforced.

Yours,
Kevin Creighton

3  M aurice Walk 
A W  11 6JX

Sir,
I  was interested to read  about 
Cam illa R aab ’s obituary in 
Suburb News. I  alw ays 
remembered her a t RA meetings, 
etc. on the Suburb but it w asn ’t 
until 1991, when all fo rm er  
pupils o f  the Skinners’ Company’s 
School fo r  Girls a t Stamford  
Hill were invited to the school’s 
centenary celebrations by Sir 
M ichael Colman (o f  the 
‘m u stard ’ fa m ily ) who was 
Chairm an o f  the Governors o f  
the Company, that I  there met 
up with Camilla Raab. I  h ad

originally rem em bered Camilla 
when I en tered the school in 
1937, aged eight years, only to 
alw ays hear the name, Camilla 
Betbeder, as she was, read  out 
as one o f  the older girls who 
won prizes  each year!

As sta ted  in Suburb News, I 
was alw ays aw are that she was 
a very priva te  person, but she 
d id  allow  me to give her a lift 
in m y car back from  one o f  the 
meetings a t the school!

Yours,
Edna Weiss

W ildwood Rise 
NW11

Sir,
Having ju s t read the Sum m er 
2004  issue o f  Suburb News, it 
struck me how excellent a n d  
interesting it continues to be. 
From acrim ony a t the RA AGM  
to the ‘hectic tim es’ o f  the 
horticultural society, illustrated  
thoughout with quality colour 
photographs, it is a credit to 
the Suburb a n d  the people who 
produ ce a n d  distribute it. The 
relatively new  Style section is 
really hitting its stride. Keep up 
the good  work with this 
thoroughly professional a n d  
useful publication.

Yours,
D avid  Lewis

1 Grey Close 
NW11 6QG

Sir
Litter-ally
Thank you  to those o f  you  who 
responded to the request fo r  
more litter pickers. There are  
now 102 o f  us an d  it is pleasing  
to know that most areas are  
now  covered. I  trust that you  
have seen us a t work!

But sometim es it feels as 
though we are fighting a  losing 
battle so i f  you  do see a plastic  
bottle, cigarette packet or tin can  
in the gutter, it w ould be most 
belpful i f  yo u  could p ick  it up.

We are all volunteers but 
we cannot be expected to clear 
excessive am ounts o f  litter. So 
i f  you  do f in d  more than the 
usual am ou n t o f  leaves an d /or  
litter in y o u r  area do call the 
‘Clean up a n d  Leafing H otline’ 
in B arnet on 8349  6035  a n d  
it should be cleared within 24  
hours. Good luck!

Yours
Rosalind Josephs
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3  Ruskin Close 
NW11 7AU

Sir,
Ref: Tennis courts in use 
again -  Summer issue
You quote Chris Kellerman as 
stating that discussions are in 
progress with Ruskin Close 
residents as to the fu tu re  o f  the 
two neglected Ruskin Close 
tennis courts. They are in a  
very sa d  state, partly  through 
neglect but also by allowing  
various ‘un-tennis-like’ activities 
to take p lace in recent years, 
such as caterers using one o f  
the courts fo r  parties.

The discussions do not 
include the m ajority o f  Ruskin 
Close residents who are  
specifically excluded from  
using them. Whatever the 
outcome, these discussions will 
therefore do nothing to help 
encourage tennis in NW11.

Yours,
Mrs H  D avis

Henrietta B arnett School 
NW11

Sir,
Recycling
A group o f  environm entally  
aw are ye a r  12 girls from  The 
Henrietta B arnett School have 
recently set up an  exciting new  
Recycling Team an d  are hoping, 
as well as saving the w orld ’s 
rainforests, to gather information 

fo r  a  Suburb Recycling

D irectory a n d  decided that the 
best thing to do was to ask the 
Garden Suburb Residents.

Lf you  have an y stories or 
inspired ideas on recycling 
d o ’s a n d  d o n ’ts such as w hat 
to recycle, w hat not to recycle 
or where best to recycle, please  
contact M arion Boulicault o f  
the H enrietta B arnett Recycling 
Team, 2 7 M iddleton Road, 
London, NW11 7NR.

We will be keeping you  
inform ed in the Suburb News 
o f  our progress, ideas a n d  
projects on recycling in school 
a n d  in the com m unity.

Yours,
M arion B oulicault

Southway
NW11

Sir,
The Centenary marks the 
realisation o f Henrietta Barnett’s 
dream  -  the fou n d in g  o f  the 
Suburb.

Henrietta should, therefore, 
receive due honour in the 
celebrations a n d  w hat better 
w ay than to give a new  nam e  
to Central Square (an  
uninspired name!) a n d  call it 
Henrietta B arnett Square. Lt 
aready has H enrietta’s 
m em orial a t i t ’s centre a n d  the 
Henrietta B arnett School 
dom inating its prin cipa l side.

Yours,
Elizabeth Cockburn
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