
One woman’s search for Henrietta
I o w e  a  g r e a t  d e b t  to  D a m e  

H e n r ie t ta  B a rn e t t  fo r  a n  e x c e l le n t  

e d u c a t io n  a t  h e r  s c h o o l  b e f o r e  
th e  W ar a n d  n o w , in  m y  o ld  a g e , 
c a r e  in  h e r  s h e l te r e d  h o u s in g  
a c c o m m o d a t io n  a t  th e  O rc h a r d . 

A s a  r e s u l t ,  I fe lt  th a t  I w o u ld  lik e  
to  m a k e  a  p i lg r im a g e  to  h e r  g ra v e  
to  p a y  m y  r e s p e c ts  b u t ,  o n  a s k in g  

a ll th e  S u b u rb  p e o p l e  I m e t ,  

w h e r e  D a m e  H e n r ie tta  w a s  b u r ie d , 

to  m y  s u rp r is e ,  n o  o n e  k n e w .

I l e a r n t  th a t  th e r e  w a s  a  

B a r n e t t  m e m o r ia l  p l a q u e  in  

W e s tm in s te r  A b b e y . I w e n t  to  s e e  

th is . T h e  p la q u e  is s i tu a te d  a b o v e  
th e  d o o r  le a d in g  to  th e  o r g a n  lo ft, 

a n  a r e a  n o r m a l ly  o u t  o f  b o u n d s  
to  th e  p u b l ic ,  b u t  a  h e lp f u l  
A b b e y  M a rs h a l  e s c o r t e d  m e  

th r o u g h  th e  b a r r ie r s  to  s e e  it.
T h e  e n t r y  fo r  D a m e  H e n r ie t ta  

in  th e  A b b e y  g u i d e b o o k  r e a d s  

‘D e s c r ib e d  b y  A s q u ith  a s  ‘th e  

u n o ff ic ia l  c u s to d ia n  o f  th e  c h i ld re n  

o f  th e  s ta te ’; s h e  c a m p a ig n e d  to  

im p ro v e  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  L o n d o n ’s 

c h i ld re n  a n d  in s tig a te d  th e  b u ild in g  
o f  th e  H G S ’.

T h e  e n t r y  in  th e  g u id e b o o k  
fo r  C a n o n  S a m u e l s ta te s  th a t  h e  
w a s  b u r i e d  a t  B r a m p to n . I a s k e d  

th e  M a rs h a ll  if  h e  k n e w  w h e r e  
B r a m p to n  w a s  a n d  h e  s a id  th a t  

h e  d i d n ’t b u t  th a t  if  I w e n t  to  th e  

l ib ra ry , s o m e o n e  th e r e  w o u ld  

p r o b a b ly  b e  a b le  t o  h e lp  m e .

T h e  lib ra ry  is a c c e s s e d  th r o u g h  

a  d o o r  w i th  a n  in te r c o m  in  th e  

c lo is te r s . I fe lt  l ik e  a  c h i ld  e n te r in g  

s o m e  e x c i t in g  s e c re t  p la c e . A  
f l ig h t o f  s to n e  s te p s  le a d s  to  a  
la rg e  lo f ty  r e a d in g  r o o m . T u c k e d  
a w a y  in  a  fa r  c o r n e r  is  a  sm a ll  
w o o d e n  s p ir a l  s ta ir c a s e  le a d in g  

to  a  d o o r  in  th e  t o p  o f  th e  w a ll. 
T h is  o p e n s  o n to  a  l ig h t little  

‘e y r ie ’ w h e r e  th e  s ta f f  w o r k .

I w a s  a s s i s t e d  b y  M iss  

C h r is t in e  R e y n o ld s ,  A s s is ta n t  

K e e p e r  o f  th e  M u n im e n ts .  In  a  

f la s h  s h e  p r o d u c e d  s e v e ra l  b o o k s .  

D a m e  H e n r ie t t a ’s b io g r a p h y  o f  

h e r  h u s b a n d ,  Canon Barnett, 
His Life, Work and  Friends 
p r o v e d  to  b e  tw o  la rg e  v o lu m e s  
o f  4 0 0  p a g e s  e a c h .  A ll I c o u ld  

f in d  th e r e  w a s  a  l e t te r  f ro m

C a n o n  B a rn e t t  s a y in g , “I w is h  m y  

b o d y  to  b e  c r e m a te d .”
M iss R e y n o ld s  a ls o  p r o d u c e d  

a  b o u n d  v o lu m e  o f  all e d i t io n s  o f  
th e  W e s tm in s te r  A b b e y  g u id e ­
b o o k  g o in g  b a c k  to  th e  1 9 2 0 ’s. 

E a rly  e d i t io n s  m a d e  n o  m e n t io n  
o f  C a n o n  B a rn e t t  b e in g  b u r ie d  a t  
B r a m p to n .  T h is  i n f o r m a t io n  

s u d d e n ly  a p p e a r e d  in  m u c h  la te r  

e d i t io n s .  M iss R e y n o ld s  s a id  th is  

w a s  m o s t  u n u s u a l .  S h e  lo o k e d  

u p  B r a m p to n  in  a n  a t la s  a n d  

f o u n d  a ll  t h e  p l a c e s  n a m e d  
B r a m p to n  a r e  in  th e  n o r th  o f  

E n g la n d , w i th  w h ic h  th e  B a rn e t ts  
h a d  a b s o lu te ly  n o  c o n n e c t io n .  
S h e , th e r e f o r e ,  a s s u m e d  th a t  
r e f e r e n c e s  in  th e  g u id e b o o k  to  
B r a m p to n  m u s t  b e  in c o r re c t .

T h e  s c u lp to r  o f  th e  A b b e y  

m e m o r ia l  p l a q u e  to  th e  B a rn e t ts  

w a s  a  S ir G  F r a m p to n  a n d  M iss 

R e y n o ld s  w o n d e r e d  if  s o m e h o w  

th a t h a d  g o t  c h a n g e d  to  B ra m p to n .

M iss R e y n o ld s  s u g g e s te d  th a t

I lo o k  u p  th e  B a rn e t t  o b i tu a r ie s  
a t  t h e  N a t io n a l  N e w s p a p e r  

L ib ra ry  in  C o l in d a le  a n d  a s k e d  

m e  to  le t  h e r  k n o w  if  I f o u n d  
a n y th in g  o u t  s o  t h a t  f u tu r e  

e d i t io n s  o f  th e  A b b e y  G u id e  

c o u ld  b e  c o r r e c te d .

A t C o lin d a le ,  The Times f o r  

W e d n e s d a y  18 J u n e  191 3  r e a d s  
‘7 th  J u n e  a t  H o v e  a f te r  m u c h  

s u f f e r in g  S a m u e l  A u g u s tu s  

B a rn e t t ,  a g e d  67 . S u b  D e a n  o f  

W e s tm in s te r  A b b e y  a n d  P r e s id e n t  

o f  T o y n b e e  H a ll, W h i te c h a p e l .  

B y  h is  o w n  w is h  f r ie n d s  a r e  

a s k e d  n o t  to  s e n d  f lo w e rs .  
F u n e r a l  a r r a n g e m e n ts  w il l  b e  
a n n o u n c e d  la te r ’.

F ro m  The Times f o r  T h u r s d a y

I I  J u n e  1936 , w e  r e a d ,  ‘B A R N E T T  

o n  J u n e  1 0 th  193 6  a t  1 S o u th  

S q u a re , N W 11  D a m e  H e n r ie t ta  

O c ta v ia  W e s to n  B a rn e t t  a g e d  83 . 
F o u n d e r  o f  t h e  H a m p s t e a d  

G a r d e n  S u b u rb , c o - f o u n d e r  w i th  

h e r  h u s b a n d  th e  l a te  C a n o n  

S a m u e l  A u g u s tu s  B a r n e t t ,  o f  

T o y n b e e  H a ll, W h i te c h a p e l ’.

M e a n w h i le ,  s o m e o n e  h a d  
to ld  m e  th a t  D a m e  H e n r ie t ta  w a s  
b u r i e d  in  th e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g la n d  

c e m e ta ry  in  H o v e  b u t  c o n ta c t  w ith
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B r ig h to n  C e m e ta r y  a u th o r i t i e s  
r e v e a le d  n o  t r a c e  o f  th is .

I w a s  ju s t  a b o u t  to  v is it  th e  
S u b u r b  A r c h iv e s  O f f ic e  a t  

B ig w o o d  H o u s e  w h e n ,  a t  a n  

A b b e y f ie ld  c o f fe e  m o r n in g ,  I w a s  

i n t r o d u c e d  to  M ic k e y  W a tk in s  

w h o  w o r k s  w i th  th e  a rc h iv e s . 

S h e  to ld  m e  th a t  D a m e  H e n r ie t ta  

a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  w e r e  b u r i e d  in  

th e  c h u r c h y a r d  o f  St H e le n ’s 
C h u rc h , H a n g le to n  o n  th e  S o u th  
D o w n s  b e h in d  H o v e .

W h y  H a n g le to n ?  W ell, w h e n  

H e n r ie t ta  w a s  a  c h i ld  h e r  fa m ily  
r e n t e d  a  h o u s e  in  B r ig h to n  e v e r y  
y e a r  w h e r e  t h e y  s p e n t  th e  

w in te r s .  H e n r ie t ta  fe ll in  lo v e  

w i th  th e  S o u th  D o w n s  f ro m  th a t  

a g e . A p p a r e n t ly  H e n r ie t ta  w a s  a  
g r e a t  b e l i e v e r  in  th e  e f f ic a c y  o f  

f r e s h  a ir  in  p r o m o t in g  g o o d  

h e a l th  so , w h e n  h e r  h u s b a n d  fe ll 

ill a t  th e i r  L o n d o n  h o m e , s h e  

t o o k  h im  d o w n  to  H o v e  in  th e  

h o p e  th a t  th e  s e a  a ir  w o u ld  d o  
h im  g o o d .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  d id  n o t

The Barnett home in Hove

r e s p o n d  a n d  d ie d  a t  H o v e  a n d  
w a s  b u r i e d  a t  H a n g le to n  o n  
H e n r ie t t a ’s b e lo v e d  S o u th  D o w n s . 
H a n g le to n  is n o w  v irtu a lly  a  s u b u rb  

o f  H o v e  h a v in g  b e e n  e n g u lf e d  

b y  h o u s in g  d e v e lo p m e n ts .

M rs W a tk in s  h a d  in v i te d  m e  

to  v is it  th e  S u b u rb  A rc h iv e  o ff ic e  

in  B ig w o o d  H o u s e  lo c a te d  in  a 

‘d u n g e o n ’ r e m in is c e n t  o f  a n  a ir ­

r a id  s h e lte r . M o s t o f  th e  a r c h iv e s  
a r e  n o w  h o u s e d  w i th in  th e  

L o n d o n  M e tro p o l i ta n  A rc h iv e s , 
o f f  F a r r in g d o n  R o a d  fo r  s a fe  

k e e p in g .  M rs W a tk in s  t r a c e d  th a t  

b o th  th e  B a rn e t ts  w e r e  c r e m a te d  
a n d  th e i r  a s h e s  i n t e r r e d  in  

c a s k e ts  a t  H a n g le to n .  A lso , th a t  

th e  B a rn e t ts  o w n e d  th e  h o u s e  a t 

45  W is h  R o a d , H o v e ,  w h ic h  
c a r r ie s  a  p l a q u e  c o m m e m o r a t in g  

D a m e  H e n r ie t ta .  S o  m y  g o a l  is 

a lm o s t  a c h ie v e d ;  I h o p e  to  v is it  

H a n g le to n  sh o r tly . W o u ld  a n y o n e  

l ik e  to  jo in  m e  in  a  v is it  to  t id y  
u p  H e n r ie t t a ’s g rav e?

,  BETTY LAW

Hampstead Rugby
T h e  c lu b  h a s  s ta r te d  th e  s e a s o n  

v e r y  w e ll  in  th e  L o n d o n  L e a g u e  

D iv is io n  T h r e e  N o r th w e s t .  T o  
d a te  ( a t  th e  e n d  o f  S e p te m b e r )  
t h e y  h a v e  p la y e d  th r e e  m a tc h e s  
w in n in g  tw o  a n d  d r a w in g  o n e  -  
p o in t s  fo r  9 4  a n d  4 0  a g a in s t . 
T h e y  a r e  a  fa s t, a g g re s s iv e , h ig h -  
s c o r in g  s id e  w h o  a r e  p r e p a r e d  to  

a t ta c k  f ro m  a n y  p a r t  o f  th e  f ie ld .

H a m p s te a d  is o n e  o f  th e  

o ld e s t  c lu b s  in  th e  c o u n tr y  a n d  

p u ts  o u t  f iv e  X V s -  th e  o n ly  

N o r th  L o n d o n  c lu b  to  d o  so .

T h e  r e m a in in g  h o m e  le a g u e  

f ix tu re s  th is  y e a r , p la y e d  o n  th e  
H e a th  E x te n s io n , a r e  S a tu rd a y s  9 
O c to b e r  v  F u lle r ia n s , 23  O c to b e r  

v  O ld  V e ru la m iu n s , 13 N o v e m b e r  
v  B a rn e t, 4  D e c e m b e r  v  R uislip  a n d  

18 D e c e m b e r  v  H a r in g e y . K ic k ­

o f f  t im e s  c h a n g e  w i th  th e  s e a s o n . 

P le a s e  t u r n  u p  to  s u p p o r t  o u r

lo c a l c lu b  -  y o u  w ill b e  s u r p r i s e d  

a t  th e  sk ill  a n d  s p e e d  o f  p la y  a n d  

y o u  w ill  b e  v e ry  w e lc o m e .
A r ra n g e m e n ts  a r e  b e in g  m a d e  

fo r  a  w o m e n ’s  s e c t io n  a t  th e  c lu b . 
C o m p e t i t io n  is  v e ry  k e e n  a n d  th e  

E n g la n d  t e a m  h a v e  d o n e  v e ry  
w e ll  in  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  e v e n ts  

s u c h  a s  th e  W o rld  C u p . T o  d a te ,  

F ra n c e , N e w  Z e a la n d  a n d  th e  USA 

p r o v id e  th e  s t r o n g e s t  c o m p e t i t io n .  

A lre a d y  H a m p s te a d  h a v e  e le v e n  

p la y e r s  in  t r a in in g  a n d  a r e  h o p in g  

to  b e  a b le  to  p u t  o u t  a  fu ll XV 

s o o n . P ro s p e c t iv e  m e m b e r s  w ill 

b e  v e r y  w e lc o m e . M a tc h e s  w ill  
b e  p la y e d  o n  th e  H e a th  E x te n s io n  
o n  S u n d a y  a f te rn o o n s .

F o r  in f o rm a t io n  r e g a r d in g  a ll 

a s p e c ts  o f  th e  c lu b , p le a s e  c o n ta c t  
th e  s e c re ta ry , M a rk  S p i ls b u ry  o n  

8 3 4 7  7 1 7 0  o r  0 7 9 6 7  1541 7 3 .
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Old photos and old girls
E v e ry  y e a r  w e  s e t  u p  a  sm a ll 

e x h ib i t io n  in  th e  S c h o o l l ib ra ry  

f ro m  o u r  a rc h iv e s ,  fo r  o u r  ‘o ld  
g ir ls ’ to  s e e  w h e n  th e y  c o m e  to  
th e i r  a n n u a l  R e u n io n  D in n e r .

S in c e  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  s o  
m u c h  in te r e s t  in  th e  p h o to s  a n d  
o th e r  i te m s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  

s h o w in g  C e n tra l  S q u a re  a n d  th e  

S c h o o l  in  th e  e a r ly  1 9 3 0 ’s, w e

w ill b e  u s in g  th e m  fo r  th e  n e x t  

e x h ib i t io n  a n d  c o rd ia l ly  in v ite  

lo c a l  r e s id e n ts  to  c o m e  a n d  s e e  
th e  e x h ib i t io n  to o .

It w ill  b e  h e ld  in  th e  S c h o o l 
L ib ra ry  o n  th e  firs t f lo o r  o f  th e  

m a in  b u i ld in g  f ro m  6  - 7 .1 5 p m  o n  

M o n d a y  14 M a rc h  200 5 . Y o u  m a y  
lik e  to  p u t  th e  d a te  in  y o u r  d ia ry .

JO VELLEMAN

Books w anted
T o y n b e e  H a ll ( e s ta b l i s h e d  b y  th e  

B a rn e t ts  b e f o r e  H e n r ie t ta  B a rn e t t  

f o u n d e d  th e  S u b u rb )  r e m a in s  a  
b e a c o n  o f  e n l ig h te n m e n t  in  th e  
E a s t E n d . I ts  sm a ll  l ib ra ry  is  n o w  
b e in g  e n la r g e d  a n d  it is a p p e a l in g  
f o r  b o o k s  o n  th e  f o l lo w in g  

s u b je c ts :  H is to ry ; B io g r a p h ie s  ( o f  

po litic ians, p h ilo so p h e rs , etc); Social

affa irs, v o lu n ta ry  o rg a n isa tio n s , etc; 

R e fe re n c e  b o o k s . O th e r  b o o k s  a re  
w a n te d  fo r  lo c a l  c h a r i ty  sa le s , b u t  

p le a s e  b a g  u p  s e p a ra te ly .
I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  s p a r e  b o o k s ,  

d o  p l e a s e  le a v e  th e m  w i th  
E liz a b e th  C o c k b u rn ,  30  S o u th w a y  

(o f f  C e n tr a l  S q u a re )  a n y  m o r n in g  

th is  m o n th .
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