
Letchworth - 
the first Garden City

Predating the Suburb as it does 
by a couple  o f years Letchworth, 
the first garden  city, celebrates 
its centenary in 2003. Well know n 
to us as a long time Trust council 
m em ber and  n ow  President of 
the Trust M ervyn Miller is also a 
m em ber of the Letchworth Garden 
City H eritage G roup and  au thor 
of the 1989 b o o k  on  Letchworth. 
To coincide w ith the  centenary  a 
new  edition  is n ow  available. 
L etchw orth  has th e  u n iq u e  
distinction as the w o rld ’s first 
G ard en  City, th e  resu lt o f 
E benezer H ow ard’s vision, in 
w hich  housing reform  could  be 
ex tended  to  the developm ent o f 
com plete tow n w ith housing, 
industry an d  o p en  spaces.

Letchworth set environm ental 
standards for the 20th century. 
The concep t of a p lan n ed  self- 
con ta ined  tow n, spaciously laid 
o u t an d  p ro tec ted  by  an  
agricu ltu ra l g reen  belt, w as

ad o p ted  as the  basis for the 
sta te-sponsored  po st-1945 N ew 
Towns, and  still represen ts a 
p o ten t m odel for com m unity  
design. The example of Letchworth 
has b een  studied  w orldw ide.

H eralded as the  definitive 
account o f Letchw orth G arden 
City on  first publication  in 1989, 
Dr Miller’s b o o k  has n o w  b een  
com pletely revised and  u p d ated  
-  indeed, recast and  re-written, 
w ith m uch n ew  m aterial -  w hile 
the illustrations have been  greatly 
im proved w ith w ell over a third 
of them  com pletely replaced and 
all o f them  rep ro d u ced  to  a 
m uch higher standard. Redesigned 
and  in a larger format, this new  
edition will be  w arm ly w elcom ed 
as the First Garden City confidently 
approaches its centenary in 2003.

ISBN 1 86077213 7 -  L25 
280pp illustrated hardback 
www.phillimore.co. uk

52 Club reunion
51 m em bers o f the  Free C hurch 
youth  club, w hich  w as form ed 
in 1952, gathered  together in the 
Free Church Hall, N orthw ay on  
Saturday evening, 13 July to 
enjoy a D inner celebrating the 
C lub’s G olden Jubilee.

The evening b egan  w ith a 
slight feeling o f trep idation  as to  
w h e th e r faces w o u ld  have 
changed  ou t o f recognition, but 
soon  all the  fears had  gone and 
the evening w as sp en t talking 
o v er m em ories o f treasu re  
h un ts , w e e k e n d  cam ps, the  
p ro d u c tio n  o f th e  an n u a l 
pan tom im e and  th e  libellous 
m on th ly  rag  ca lled  ‘F o cu s’, 
ed ited  by  ‘Seym our Pepys’!

Many o f the m em bers had  
com e from  afar and  had  b een  
h o u sed  by  old friends. Most 
w ere  able to  attend  the M orning 
Service at the Free Church and  
afterw ards go back  to  the Hall, 
to  finish off the  food, w ine and  
rem iniscences.

A lthough the club closed  in 
1962, there has b een  a reun ion  
on  the  Suburb every ten  years, 
all organised  by  Joyce Mitchell 
(n ee  Ball).

The w eek en d  raised abou t 
£200 w hich  will go a little w ay 
to  pay  for the £100,000 cost of 
restoring the Free Church O rgan 
to  good  w ork ing  order.

JILL PURDIE

H E N D O N  M U SIC  SO C IE T Y
A message to our Suburb supporters

As m any o f  you know, w e have had to m ove our concerts at short 
notice from  our long-standing venue, Trinity C hurch, G olders 
Green. We have an excellent program m e this season and hope we 
can count on your continued support.

The next three concerts (Saturdays at 7.45 pm ) w ill be:

9 N ovem ber 2002
TASMIN LITTLE (violin) JOHN LENEHAN (piano)

John Keble Church, Deans Lane, Edgware
7 D ecem ber 2002

ENGLISH CHAMBER ORCHESTRA WIND ENSEMBLE
Christ Church, High Road, North Finchley

22 February 2003 
JOHN LILL (piano)

John Keble Church, Deans Lane, Edgware

B oth churches are less than 20 m inu tes’ drive from  the Suburb and 
parking is easy. They are also w ell served by public transport.

Enquiries and full programme details: 
telephone Geoffrey Pearce on 020 8203 2355

BOOK EARLY TO AVOID POSSIBLE DISAPPOINTMENT

I’m no natural exhibitionist!
I have  n ev er b e e n  o n e  for 
entering competitions or exhibiting 
in flow er show s, b u t as I am  
n o w  active in the  H orticultural 
Society and  w rite this colum n, I 
though t I should  pu t m y m oney  
w here  m y m outh  is, so  to  speak, 
an d  give it a go.

W hen the h an d b o o k  cam e 
out in January  I really studied  
the categories for bo th  show s 
and  w o rk ed  ou t m y strategy. I 
cou ld  just im agine all those  
trophies w ith m y nam e on  sat 
p roudly  in the living room . I 
alm ost felt confident. W hat I 
h a d n ’t taken  into account w as 
the  w eather.

I hav e  fo u n d  it a lm ost 
im possible to  p ro d u ce  anything 
looking at its best anyw here 
near the  dates required. I chose 
g lad io las for th e  S ep tem b er 
show  and  yes, I d id  choose later 
flow ering varieties, bu t because  
o f the w eather they  w ere  over 
th ree w eeks before the show . I 
also b o ugh t chrysanths in p lug 
form  to  p ro d u ce  fo r th e  
S ep tem ber show . W hen they  
arrived  th ey  w ere  cared  for 
m ore than  any child I know , re ­
po tted  w h en  requ ired  and  fed as 
the  instructions said. I finally
p lan ted  them  in situ a n d ......they
w ere  all ea ten  by  slugs on  the 
first night. All those  m onths 
d ow n  the drain and  no  trophy  at 
the  en d  of it. As I am  w riting this 
article it is pouring  w ith  rain and  
the flow er show  is this com ing 
Saturday.

I have b een  scouring the 
garden  looking for som ething, 
anything, to  en ter and  I m ust 
confess it’s looking pretty  thin 
o n  the ground. I sup p o se  th a t’s 
w hat gardening is all abou t and  
th e re ’s always nex t year!

I did  have one  small success 
an d  that w as w ith  Rudbeckia 
‘C herokee Sunset’ w hich  I grew  
from  seed. I had  learnt from  the 
chrysanth slug experience and  
m ade sure m y little beauties 
survived. The co lour range w as 
fantastic, from  yellow  through  to  
o range and  th en  o n  to  bu rn t

toffee tones. I felt extrem ely 
sm ug w h en  I spo tted  the  sam e 
plants being  u sed  in a bedding  
schem e at G reat D ixter o n  the 
H orticu ltu ra l Society ou tin g  
there in late sum mer.

We had  a great day. The first 
garden w as ‘Cobblers’, a charming 
garden with a range of architectural 
plants in m ixed borders. After a 
delicious lunch w e m oved  on  to  
Great Dixter. I dare anyone to 
say it is difficult to have colour 
in the garden  in late sum m er/ 
early autum n. It w as colourful, 
vibrant and stuffed with treasurers, 
including dahlias in shades o f 
purple, red  w ine and  orange. A 
p lan t w h ich  cau g h t m y eye 
looking like verbena bonariensis 
in height, b u t lem on yellow  in 
colour, a p lan t to  use in m ixed 
b o rd ers  th e  flow ers b o b b in g  
h ead  and  shoulders above m ost 
o ther b o rd er plants. I found  out 
later that it is called Patrina 
scab iousa  folia. The seed  is 
availab le from  a n u rse ry  in 
T otnes ca lled  ‘Secret S eed s’. 
H owever, I can ’t give you the 
p h o n e  nu m b er as it’s a secret!

Early O ctober is the time, 
w e a th e r perm itting , to  start

New look HGS Web Site

The H am pstead  G arden Suburb 
w eb  site, w w w .hgs.org .uk , has 
b een  u p  and  running  for over 5 
years. The am ount o f inform ation 
h e ld  has g ro w n  significantly  
and, to  m ake access easier, the  
h o m e p ag e  has just b e e n  
com pletely  re-designed.

The site n ow  has a full range 
o f Trust p lann ing  guides and  
there is an  on-line version of 
W hats-on , w h ich  inc lu d es 
events and  changes that com e in 
too  late to  go into Suburb News 
-  w orth  checking if you are 
p lann ing  to  go to  an  event. 
R ecent add itio n s to  th e  site 
include details from  the  public 
exhibition o f p ro p o sed  changes 
along the N orth Circular road. 
T h ere  is also  an  e-m ail

discussion group  w ith over 100 
m em bers that enab les residents 
to  discuss Suburb issues and  to 
get recom m endations on  builders 
etc. If you have access to  e-mail 
just go to  the w eb  site for details 
o f h ow  to  join in.

Com ing so o n  will b e  a for- 
sa le /w an ted  notice board, details 
of recom m ended local tradesmen, 
and  m any o ther features.

For an y o n e  in te rested  in 
statistics, every day the site is 
accessed  on  average by  140 
p eo p le  from  over 20 countries 
looking at u p  to  2000 pages.

If you w an t to  keep  in touch  
w ith  local issues b e tw e e n  
editions o f Suburb N ews take a 
look  at the  w eb  site.

STEVE MORRIS

m oving plants a ro u n d  if you 
d id n ’t like the  w ay your garden  
tu rn ed  out, m e for exam ple. Or, 
if you like your garden  just the 
w ay it is, leave w ell alone. I am  
going to  m ove quite a lot as 
things never seem  to  do  w hat I 
in tended  bu t th a t’s nature and  
the  beau ty  o f gardening, so I 
shall k eep  trying.

Earlier this year m y friend 
S tephen (o therw ise k n ow n as 
G od o f the G arden) and  Mark 
cam e to  dinner. S tephen always 
casts an  eye (his go o d  eye) over 
the garden  and  to  m y horror he 
p o u n ced  on  m y m any ph lox  -  
m y pride and  joy -  and  p inched  
o u t all the grow ing tips by  at 
least th ree  inches. I co u ld n ’t 
believe m y eyes, had  d inner 
b een  that bad. H e saw  the look 
o f shock  on  m y fact and  said 
sagely  th a t th ey  w ill n o w  
p ro d u ce  tw o flow ering heads on  
each  stalk and  that it w ou ld  
m ake the p lan t m ore sturdy -  to  
trust him  as he is a gardener. 
G uess w hat - he w as right. I had  
doub le  the  am ount o f flowers 
an d  th e  p lan ts w e re  s tu rdy  
en o u g h  n o t to  req u ire  any  
supports. A w ord  o f w arn ing  if 
you are going to  do  this is to  
only do  it w h en  the  plants are 
tw elve inches high.

Well, I have a little bit o f 
new s w hich  m ay interest som e 
of you. I have taken  o n  an  
allotm ent w ith m y friend Anne. 
Yes, m e w ho  though t all veg 
grew  in Marks and  Spencer. This 
is u n k n o w n  territory for us so 
w e are starting small. The plots 
them selves are quite  large and  
so, after a bit o f a reeky, w e 
app lied  for a very com pact area. 
The A llotm ent C om m ittee will 
gladly give half a p lo t or less

and  I believe there  are som e 
plots still available. It’s quite sad 
really because  in o ther parts of 
the country  there are w aiting 
lists b u t n o t it seem s on  the 
Suburb. M aybe p eo p le  th ink  it’s 
too  m uch  like hard  w ork  w hich  
I am  sure it will be. H owever, 
w e have already c leared  the 
overgrow n area, strim m ed to  a 
m an ag eab le  heigh t, sp ray ed  
w ith  R o u n d u p  (to  c lear the  
couch  grass) then , th ree w eeks 
later, it w as ro tav a ted  an d  
th ick ly  m u lch ed  w ith  heavy  
horse m anure.

I am  now  looking forw ard  to 
grow ing m elons, p in eap p le  and 
avocado by Spring! More o n  the 
p lo t next time.

In your garden, once all the 
clearing, tidying and  regrouping 
has b een  d o n e  and  treated  to  a 
thick layer o f mulch, there isn’t a 
great deal to do. D on’t forget w hen 
you p lan t u p  your containers 
w ith bulbs that they  are covered  
in chicken w ire or the  squirrels 
will have a field day. I saw  a 
little squirrel the o ther day  w ith 
a pair o f b inoculars a round  his
neck just w aiting ...... C hicken
w ire is available from  the little 
hardw are shop  on  East End Road 
at the  top  o f O ssulton Way and, 
whilst up  there, you could get your 
m ow er serviced and  sharp en ed  
all ready for next year.

In the m eantim e I’m  sure 
Santa will bring m e som ething 
horticultural this Christmas, maybe 
the RHS’s n ew  Encyclopaedia of 
G ardening. I h o p e  you have 
enjoyed your garden  this year 
and  that you are revitalised for 
next year.

G ood  G ardening.

DIANE BERGER

E N G L I S H
W h y  s e ttle  fo r  le s s ?

• Top grade, experienced teachers •
• Friendly, small classes •

Approved Teacher Training Centre
FREE CLASSES 2-4!

for our registered students
WP and Computer Training

GOLDERS GREEN COLLEGE 
and School of English

11 Golders Green Road, NW11 8DE 
Te l: 0 2 0  8 9 0 5  5 4 6 7

Email: GGCOL@easynet.co.uk
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