
Suburb courtsThe eruv is 
(almost) here

In 1991, no  one knew  the im pact 
a m o d es t O rth o d o x  Jew ish  
proposal to Barnet council to erect 
the country’s first eruv w ould  
create. The fencing off o f a 6.5 
square mile area around H endon, 
G olders G reen , H am p stead  
G arden Suburb, and  som e of 
Finchley, w as n eed ed  to  allow  
O rthodox  Jew s to  do  things that 
are p roh ib ited  outside the  hom e 
on  the  sabbath. In addition  to  
physical boundaries such as the 
N orthern line and M l, and  o ther 
natural ones form ed by houses 
and  fences, added  w iring w ould  
be  used , including ab o u t 84 
p o les  fo r th e  South  o f th e  
borough; six on  the Suburb at 
the to p  o f W ildw ood Road.

The reasons for the proposal 
dividing this o therw ise peaceful 
com m unity so dramatically, even 
separating Jew s them selves, are 
not easily understood . But one 
thing is certain; the eruv’s proposal 
has c rea ted  m ore b itte rn ess  
than  anything else since the 
Suburb w as fo unded  in 1907.

The eruv, w e learned in 1991. 
w ould  create a private dom ain  
for Jew s based  o n  the idea of a 
biblical w alled  city. It w ould  
allow  observant O rthodox  Jew s, 
of w hich , according to  1993 
figures, there are abou t 10,000 
in the borough , to  perform  tasks 
o thers take for gran ted  w hich 
w o u ld  o therw ise  leave them  
h o u seb o u n d  on  the  Sabbath. 
Such as carrying ho u se  keys and  
push ing  w heelchairs.

Eruvs exist in Israel, Australia 
and  the US. In W ashington DC, 
the  W hite H ouse and  Suprem e 
Court are inside an  eruv.

By 1992 at the HGS Trust’s 
AGM, the storm had begun. Angry 
eruv supporters, incensed  at a 
letter from  the  Trust to  the Ham  
& High, overw helm ed the usually 
sedate proceedings, forced a vote

o f no  confidence in chairm an 
Lord McGregor, w ho  resigned 
on  the spot. A nd so  the  Suburb 
becam e a centre o f resistance to  
the  eruv. Chaim  B erm ant in the 
Jew ish  C hronicle said after that 
m eeting, “W hatever the merits of 
their case, they  destroyed  it that 
evening as far as the residents 
association (sic) w as concerned  
and, a lthough the eruv party  
m ay have succeeded  on  appeal, 
they  left a legacy of b itterness.”

Just as m any o ther religious 
rituals m ight so u n d  w eird  to  a 
non-believer, the suggestion also 
faced strong opposition elsewhere. 
O bjector groups w ere  set up, 
local press and  the council w ere  
inundated  w ith letters. O ver the 
next th irteen  years the  issue 
reached  local, national and  even 
the in ternational press. M any 
Suburb residents w ere  u pse t and  
disappointed that the eruv question 
seem ed to  take over, and  spoil, 
th e  BBC O m nibus film o n  the 
Suburb that w as meant to celebrate 
the centenary of D ame Henrietta’s 
birth. Creative suggestions w ere  
also m ade: w hy n o t define the 
eruv by the  M25 m otorw ay, use 
the  coastline o f Britain, o r even  
th e  ozone  layer.

So, even  if superficially it 
m ay seem  m ore than  a little 
b izarre , an  e ruv  seem s an  
hum anitarian  idea, after all it 
helps the w heelchair-bound  and  
m others w ith  young  children  to 
leave the h ouse  o n  Saturday and  
in tegrate w ith m o d ern  society, 
w h a t has cau sed  all th e  
controversy?

O n one hand, the  U nited 
Synagogue Eruv C om m ittee, 
stressing the schem e’s invisibility, 
have a p p e a le d  for re s id e n ts ’ 
to lerance for a strongly felt and  
essential issue an d  have fought 
for the ven tu re  as a m odern  
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left to
O nce u p o n  a time, com petition  
for keys to  the Central Square 
tennis courts w as fierce, and  key 
holders had  to  fight for a tim e 
slo t w ith  H enrie tta  B arnett 
School girls, w h o  fired serves 
from  brightly p ain ted  back lines 
like Steffi Graff. In m ore recent 
tim es it is a different story; the  
courts are in dire n eed  of re ­
surfacing, new  nets and  repairs 
to  the w ire enclosures, w hich  
buckle  u n d er rust, b in d w eed  
an d  years o f being  c lam bered 
over by  those w ithout a key.

At w ell over six foot H am pstead 
G arden  Suburb Trust chairm an 
Steven Licht is an  im posing  
figure. Standing o n  the Free 
C hurch H all's five foot h igh  
stage he is usually alm ost ou t o f 
sight let alone earshot of ordinary 
m ortals seated  in th e  body  o f 
th e  hall. In  a m ove to  ap p ear 
m ore user-friendly and, as he 
said, “in response to  criticism last 
year,” the  Trust Council joined 
the rest o f the m eeting  at floor 
level in the  Free C hurch Hall for 
the  annual general m eeting  o f 
the  Trust in Septem ber.

Perhaps it w as this sud d en  
to g e th e rn ess  tha t h e lp ed  th e  
ordinary  business o f the  m eeting 
go through on  several quick nods 
w ith no  aw kw ard questions. The 
report w as fine, the accounts 
OK and, in the absence o f any 
o th e r nom inations, Sylvia de  
P eyer w as e lec ted  for h e r 
seco n d  th ree -y ear te rm  an d  
M ervyn U nger w as e lected  in 
p lace o f M ervyn M andell w ho  
step p ed  do w n  at the  en d  of his 
six year stint.

decay
The Institute is responsib le 

for the courts officially, as it leases 
them  from  the  G arden Suburb 
Trust. The Institute’s plan to move 
to  new  prem ises (as rep o rted  in 
Suburb News, issue 76, p . l )  m eans 
they  are understandably reluctant 
to repair courts that they w ould 
not use for m uch longer. A source 
from  the Institute said that the 
courts are sw ept and  w eed ed  
periodically, bu t adm itted  that 
th e  b u d g e t a llo ca ted  to  th e  
upkeep of the courts was ‘m odest’.
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T he ch airm an  th a n k e d  
Mervyn M andell for his tim e on  
the  council w here  his expertise 
and  th an k ed  all the m em bers o f 
council w ho  he said, “p u t their 
hearts as w ell as their brains into 
k eep in g  th e  Suburb  specia l.” 
W elcom ing M ervyn U nger on  to  
council he  to ld  the  m eeting  he  
h ad  b een  on  the Suburb for 
m ost o f his life and  w as also on  
the  RA council and  C onsam  
com m ittee. His past experience 
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Remembering
Henrietta

I am  in the process o f w riting a 
b iography  o f H enrietta Barnett. I 
have p lenty  of m aterial on  her 
social w ork  in the East End of 
L ondon  as w ell as o n  h e r 
innovative approaches to  creating 
H am pstead G arden Suburb. But 
w hat w ou ld  really m ake the 
b o o k  com e to  life are personal 
m em ories o f H enrie tta  from  
residents o f the  Suburb. So, if 
anyone w ou ld  be  p rep ared  to  
share these, I w ould  be delighted 
to  h ear from  you. Alternatively, 
som e o f you  m ay rem em ber 
anecdotes abou t her from  your 
paren ts o r grandparents. Again, 
these w ould be greatly appreciated.

You can  contact m e th rough  
Chris Kellerman at the H am pstead 
G arden Suburb Trust o r email 
m e at: alicreedon@ yahoo.co.uk 
I look forw ard to  sharing and  
preserving your m em ories.

ALISON CREEDON

New
Suburb News 

reporter
Esther W alker has lived o n  the 
Suburb for tw enty  years and  
a ttended  the H enrietta B arnett 
school. She recently  g raduated  
w ith a degree in English Literature 
from Bristol University, w here she 
w as also Features Editor o f the 
studen t new spaper. In O ctober, 
she will beg in  her post-graduate 
studies in Journalism  at City 
University, and hopes to continue 
to  contribute to  the Suburb News.

Home Sweet Home
We at Glentree, who live and work in the Suburb regard it as our home and we would 

like to believe that all our clients feel at home with our service.

Buying or selling a house needs very careful handling and 
over the past quarter of a century we have endeavoured to provide the kind of service 

which is professional, understanding and sensitive to the needs of our clients.

We are an unusual company in that although we are locally based, we procure purchasers 
from a worldwide international network which may enable us to achieve 

a fulsome price for you, which we hope fully justifies the value to you of your home.

We have produced a guide to selling and renting your home 
and also one which refers to the various aspects of the recent listing of 500 properties 

in the Suburb of architectural merit.

If you would like a copy or just an in principle discussion, we would welcome your call.

G L E N T R E E
- I N T E R N A T I O N A L -

SALES: 020 8458 7311 • LETTINGS: 020 8209 1144 
698 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NW11 7NE 

WEBSITE www.glentree.co.uk

No answers on 
procedure review  

at Trust AGM

Jane Goldman and Jonathan Ross, HGS Horticultural Society 
Presidents, and their daughter, at September’s flower show, see p  10.

Mervyn Mandell receives a portrait o f his house from  chairman 
Steven Licht in recognition o f his six years on the Trust council.

The Suburb was well represented at the Edinburgh Festival in 
August with RA council member Colin Gregory in Two Gentlemen o f 
Verona, Michael Mail, Wordsworth Walk’s resident novelist, read 

from  Corelana, which was featured in Suburb News recently, and  
answered questions from  the audience during the Book Festival. 
Finally 13 year old Vincent Crompton Roberts from  Erskine Hill 
(above centre) was in the Swiss Church Music School production o f 
the William Tell musical.

More fireworks please...

...you said, so once again the 
R esidents A ssociation is hop ing  
you will join in the fun  and  help  
us celebrate N ew  Year’s Eve 
w ith m ore bangs and  sparkling 
w ine on  D ecem ber 31.

All residents are invited for a 
pre-fireworks reception in St Jude’s

C hurch at 11.15pm, (o u r thanks 
to  the Vicar and  all at St Ju d e ’s) 
followed by a spectacular firework 
display o n  Central Square at 
m idnight. All organised  by  the 
RA’s Events Comm ittee.

T here will be a collection to 
defray the cost of the  fireworks.
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