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Seeds aren't m y thing
I have decided  that grow ing 
plants from  seed  isn’t m y thing. 
I am  no t a seed  w om an. In m y 
last saga I m en tioned  grow ing 
yellow  annuals for the  G olden 
Jubilee so, putting m y m oney 
w here  m y m outh  is, I p lan ted  
m y R udbekia C herokee Sunset 
in m y h ea ted  p ro p ag a to r as 
in structed . I fo llo w ed  th e  
instructions to the  letter and  
w aited  w ith  ba ted  breath. Every 
day I w as busy  open in g  and  
closing vents, checking m oisture 
levels, light, heat etc. After tw o 
w eeks things ap p eared  th rough  
my special com post mix. I then  
b ecam e p aran o id  th a t th ey  
w o u ld  g e t too  leggy an d  I 
tu rned  the heat off to  halt the

grow th . A nd it d id . T hey  
becam e transfixed in time. After 
a w e e k  o f n o t m oving  I 
sw itched the hea t back  on  and  
they all fell over. From  a £1.99 
packet o f seeds I have five 
m iserable little g reen  things and  
I am  not quite sure w hat to  do  
next. T itchm arsh says to  p o t on  
w h en  they  are big en o u g h  to 
handle b u t I am  terrified o f 
touching them  in case the  last 
five keel over, and  I thought 
bringing up  kids w as tough. 
W atch this space.

I have noticed recently a lot of 
negative com m ents in gardening 
m agazines, new spapers an d  on  
th e  rad io  a b o u t m o d e rn  o r 
fash ion  gard en in g . We c a n ’t
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expect everyone to  b e  really in 
to  garden ing  and  if they  choose 
to  take short cuts w ith  decking, 
po ts and  a sp lash  o f pain t I d o n ’t 
th ink  they  should  b e  criticised. 
At least they  are ou t there  doing 
their bit and  w h o  know s, one 
day they  m ight w an t to do  
cuttings and, if they  are really 
crackers, grow  things from  seed!

Spring cam e very early to  us 
all and  I for one w as incredibly 
grateful. All the rain th rough  the 
w in te r m ad e  m e feel qu ite  
dep ressed  and  it w as only the 
alcohol that took  m e through. I 
have b een  going to  Victoria for 
the RHS show s in the early 
m onths and  these  are such a 
great lift on  a dreary w in ter’s 
day. Last year I p icked  u p  a tiny 
Epim idium  R oseum  and  yes, it’s 
busy  flow ering again this year, 
tiny  p in k  flow ers so m ew h at 
similar to  Aquilega. I am  slowly 
expanding my snowdrop collection 
and  I always buy  ‘in the g reen ’ 
from an exhibitor at Victoria. I was 
also very lucky to be given nam ed 
varieties from  a ne ighbour w ho  
has an  am azing  co llection . 
G ardeners really are such nice 
p eo p le  (including me!).

I g rew  w allflow ers in the 
au tum n for the first tim e in 20

years an d  I am  so glad I did. I 
had  forgotten  just h ow  go o d  the 
perfum e is. They look a bit 
lousy in January  and  February 
b u t certainly m ake u p  for it in 
April and  May. My grandfather 
always used  to  grow  them  and  
it’s rather nice to  grow  things 
that n o t only  look and  smell 
g o o d  b u t w h ich  hav e  such  
w onderfu l m em ories attached  to  
them. My mother-in-law’s favourite 
w as A tropa belladonna.

As I travel a round  looking at 
various gardens and  parks I 
som etim es spo t a little gem . In 
th e  last c o u p le  o f y ears a 
beautiful Acer has b een  pop p in g  
up. The bark  and  b ranches are 
cherry red  and  the leaves, w h en  
they  appear, are lime green  w ith 
a red  vein. Its nam e is Acer 
‘Sango k ak u ’ and  if you see it in 
a garden  centre or nursery  grab 
it, you w o n ’t be  d isappointed . I 
p lan ted  lots o f tu lip s in 
containers for this spring and  I 
am  a little con cern ed  that they  
seem  to  b e  in flow er th ree  
w eeks earlier than  expected . 
That m eans o n  25 May, w h en  
m y garden  is open , there will be 
no th ing bu t stalks in pots.

May is a g o o d  tim e for 
laying a new  law n either by

Suburb rainfall
The first th ree m onths of 2002 
have b een  m uch less w et in the 
Suburb than  the similar period  
last y ea r w ith  4.5 in. less. 
Indeed, w hat m ight be  called 
th e  w in te r six m o n th s from  
O ctober to  M arch have b een  
m uch  drier, w ith  17.4 in. this 
w in ter com pared  w ith 30.4 in. 
last year. H owever, this is still 
above the  average o f just u n d er 
16 in. for the  six m onth  period. 
So w e are still experiencing  
fairly heavy rainfall, especially 
w h en  o n e  recalls that the high 
rainfall o f recent years has pulled  
the average up  considerably. To 
give an  indication o f just how  
m uch drier w in ter m onths have 
b een  in the  past, in the 1988/99 
w in ter period  just 10.4 in. w ere  
recorded  in North London and  in 
the 1991/92 w inter less than  8 in.

January, with 2.6 in, had rather 
less than  usual, w hile February, 
w ith  3-5 in, had  50% m ore than  
usual and  March w ith 2.4 in. w as 
a little over average. It had  tw o 
good periods w ithout appreciable 
moisture, 12 days from the end  of 
February into March and  11 days 
at the en d  o f the  m onth. This 
con tinued  to  the date o f w riting 
o n  5 April. So there has b een  an 
official drought -  reckoned  to  be 
a period  o f 14 days w ithout rain.

It is tem pting  to  look for a 
pattern  o f w etter than  average 
periods follow ed by drier than  
average b u t the opposite  seem s 
to  have occurred  rather m ore 
often . So th e re  is n o  real 
p rediction  o f a fairly dry early 
sum m er, b u t m aybe gardeners 
will no t w an t that anyway.

DIANA IWI

‘Barnet in  Bloom ’
com petition

‘Barnet in Bloom’ is a free-to-enter 
gardening com petition for Barnet 
residents. The com petition is now  
in its twelfth year and its success 
con tinues to  grow .

Its aim  is to  m ake B arnet a 
bright and  colourful b o rough  in 
w hich  to  live and  w ork. W inners 
are autom atically en tered  into 
the regional ‘London in B loom ’ 
com petition.

Special rules apply  to the 
H am p stead  G ard en  S uburb  
category because m any cottage 
gardens are n ear to  a road. 
G ardens in this category m ay be 
en tered  if they  are at the side or 
back  o f the property.

First prize is the H am pstead 
G arden Suburb In Bloom Cup and 
£25 gift vouchers from the 
Horticultural Society and  2nd 
prize is £15 w orth  of vouchers 
from  the Horticultural Society.

Judges will be  looking for 
bright, colourful gardens and  
floral displays w hich  are original 
and  interesting. Entry Form s are 
available from  your local library 
o r com plete the form  below .

All entries m ust arrive by 
Friday June 22 to Pauline Varnals, 
The Tow n Hall, The B urroughs, 
H endon, London. NW4 4BG. O r 
you can fax to 8359 2666 or email 
to  pauline.varnals@ barnet.gov.uk

RULES (1) All entries must be within the London Borough o f  Barnet. (2) N o correspondence  
will b e  entered into, and the judges’ decision will be final. (3) Exhibits must b e  ready for 
judging by 22 June 2001. (4) Entries must consist o f  live plant material only - n o  artificial 
plants or spray paint m ust b e  used. (5) Any photographs organised by the council remain 
its property and m ay b e  used  for any reasonable purpose. (6) O nly displays that are visible 
to the passing public w ill b e  judged (w ith the excep tion  to certain displays in the 
H am pstead Garden Suburb).

I wish to enter The Hampstead Garden Suburb Category in the 
‘Barnet in Bloom’ competition.

EMAIL:

I agree to abide by the rules. 

SIGNATURE

seed  o r tu rf an d  I th ro w  
G row m ore over everything and  
the  show ery  w eath er w ashes it 
in. You should  be  cutting the 
law n w eekly  by  now . Actually, I 
started  cutting m ine in March 
and  I can ’t rem em ber doing that 
before. Sum m er containers can  
be  p lan ted  u p  in June, it’s quite 
safe n o w  the danger o f frost has 
passed  and  tie in the shoots o f 
clim bing plants. T hat’s a little 
m essage to all o f you w ho  cam e 
to  Marcel Floyd’s talk and  p lan t 
sale o f clematis. D o n ’t forget to

w ater trees and  shrubs that you 
planted in the winter if the w eather 
turns a bit on  the dry side. In July 
you can  p ru n e  spring flow ering 
shrubs such as Forsythia and 
Ribes and lightly trim Cytisus and 
G enista to  k eep  them  in shape 
otherwise they will becom e leggy 
and  w o o d y  like mine. After you 
have d o n e  all the chores d o n ’t 
forget to sit dow n with a nice cuppa 
o r a p in t o f crem e de m enthe 
and  enjoy all your hard  w ork.

G ood gardening.
DIANE BERGER

Plant Buys and 
Open Gardens

T here is quite a lot going on  in 
the Horticultural Society in the 
com ing m onths. 18 May is the 
A nnual P lan t Sale at th e  
Fellow ship ; th e  F our O p en  
G ard en  Tour, p a rt o f th e  
H am pstead & H ighgate Festival, 
starts at th e  G ard en  Suburb  
Gallery in H am pstead Way at 
10.30 am  on  25 May. T here are 
still seats available for Pashley 
M anor M errim ents gardens on  
Saturday 8 Ju n e  and  I am really 
p leased  to  ann o u n ce  an O p en  
G arden  Sunday o n  the Suburb

on  14 July. G ardens o p en  are as 
follows:
20, 30, 86, 89 & 91 Willifield Way 
48 & 157 H am pstead Way 
7 C onstable Close 
48 Erskine Hill 
3 T urner Drive

They will be open from 2 -5  pm  
on  Sunday and the entrance fee for 
each garden is £1.50. There will be 
refreshm ents in som e gardens. I 
w ou ld  like to  thank  everybody 
w ho has taken part because without 
you it w ou ld  not happen .

DIANE BERGER

The only name

you will ever need to know...

GOLDSCHMIDT 8. HOWLAND

is the complete, professional service 

on residential property matters 

in Hampstead Garden Suburb and 

adjoining areas from Hampstead 

to the West End of London

• SALES

• LETTINGS

• NEW DEVELOPMENTS

• VALUATIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES

• INVESTMENTS

• MANAGEMENT

• BLOCK MANAGEMENT

HAMPSTEAD
15 Heath Street, NW3 6TR 020 7435 4404 
e-mail: hampsteadsales@ goldschmidt-howland.co.uk

REGENTS PARK
213-215 Gloucester Place, NW1 6BUT 020 7723 7444 
e-mail: regentsparklettings@ goldschmidt-howland.co.uk

w eb site: www.goldschmidt-howland.co.uk
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