
The story of St Paul’s

In one  night, 4 Septem ber 1666, 
the Great Fire of London destroyed 
four-fifths o f London -  including 
13,000 houses, 87 churches and 
St Paul’s Cathedral: the tow ering  
cen trep iece o f the  City.

Dr Ann Saunders, Suburb 
resident, vividly describes the 
horrors o f that night in her latest 
boo k  St Paul’s: The Story o f the 
Cathedral (Collins & Brow n, 
£23), and  w hat fo llow ed from  it. 
Emergency w ork included rushing 
in loaves and  cheeses from  the 
countryside to feed  hom eless 
Londoners and  the dem olition  of 
tottering rem ains -  a risky task, 
w hich  killed three w orkm en  (as 
accounts for coffins and payments 
to  w idow s reveal). Soldiers from 
th e  T ow er o f L ondon  w ere  
b rought in to  use  gunpow der. 
T hen rebuilding started.

W here the medieval Cathedral 
h ad  stood, C hristopher W ren 
w as com m issioned to  design a

n ew  cen trep iece for the City. 
P lanning alone took  nine years, 
w ith  W ren’s orig inal ideas 
rejected by the clergy as being  
inco m p atib le  w ith  th e  new , 
Protestant form s o f w orship  for 
w hich  tw o civil w ars h ad  only 
recen tly  b e e n  fought. After 
com prom ise h ad  b een  reached, 
the actual building th en  took  
ano ther thirty five years.

Ann S aunders’ lively account 
of these events has a very m odern 
ring to it. Political infighting, price 
d isp u tes  w ith  su p p lie rs  (the  
quarrym en o f Portland stone), 
personality clashes, accusations of 
fraud, pilfering o f m aterials and  
eq u ip m en t from  the  build ing
site....... nothing changes, it seems.
(There w as even  a terrorist scare 
w hen , after com pletion, it w as 
rum oured  that the  dom e had  
b een  rigged to  fall on  Q ueen  
Anne w h en  attending a service 
below ). To finance the great

w ork, a tax w as im posed  on all 
coal entering  the City, b u t from  
tim e to  tim e funds ran  out and  
w ork  w as held  up.

W ren gave u p  all o ther w ork  
(although  young, he h ad  b een  a 
professor o f astronom y at Oxford 
as w ell as desig n in g  th e  
Sheldonian and  o ther buildings) 
in o rder to  concentrate o n  St 
Paul’s. As the years w en t by, he  
m arried -  and  lost -  tw o wives; 
tw o  o f h is ch ild ren  an d  a 
beloved  sister d ied  too. Towards 
the end, in his 70s, he  w as so 
infirm  that he  had  to  be  hau led  
u p  into the  dom e by m eans o f 
ropes an d  a basket in o rder to  
inspect the  w ork. M onarchs and  
prelates h ad  com e and  gone, a 
w ar had  b egun  and  ended, b u t 
W ren en d u red  th rough  all until, 
in 1723, he  d ied  at the age o f 91.

W ren’s achievem ent w as that 
of m any others too -  the hundreds 
of masons, draughtsmen, sculptors,

w oodw orkers, glaziers and others
-  w ho b rough t their skills to  the 
great w ork. W ren acknow ledged  
their part in this by inviting, not 
a VIP, b u t tw o of them  to lay the 
foundation  stone.

St Paul’s survived the Second 
World War, despite being bom bed, 
th rough  the  heroism  o f fire­
fighters. Like those  in N ew  York 
after 11 September, they have their 
m em orial, outside the Cathedral
-  one o f m any illustrated in the 
book by the admirable photographs 
o f Sam pson  Lloyd. (A no ther 
memorial is to Lutyens, whose work 
is so familiar to  us in the Suburb.)

Ann Saunders is no t only  a 
considerable scholar (Fellow  o f 
University College, L ondon and  
au thor o f the aw ard-w inning Art 
and Architecture o f London) bu t 
writes w ith a felicity that gives 
ancient stones and old docum ents 
a fresh life.
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In the box  below  are concealed  the nam es, having four or m ore 
letters, o f tw enty  E uropean  com posers o f serious music. Their nam es 
m ay be read forwards, backwards, upw ards, dow nw ards or diagonally. 
BARTOK has b een  ringed to  start you  off. Can you find the nam es 
o f 19 more? Entries should  be  listed on  a post card o r a sheet of 
paper. They should  be  sent to  W ordsearch ’, 117 H am pstead Way, 
L ondon NW11 7JN and  should  give the  nam e, address and te lep h o n e  
nu m b er o f the sender. The closing date for entries is Ju n e  8th 2002. 
The sen d er of the  first correct (o r nearest correct) entry d raw n after 
the closing date will receive a b o o k  token  for £20.
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WORDSEARCH ANSWERS
The books of the Old Testament in the box of the last wordsearch were: Amos, 
Daniel, Deuteronomy, Esther, Exodus, Ezekiel, Ezra, Genesis, Habakkuk, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Job, Jonah, Joshua, Kings, Leviticus, Micah, Numbers, Ruth, Samuel.

Easton Lodge and 
Audley End outing

The RA Events Com m ittee has 
b een  busy organising an exciting 
excursion  to A udley End and  the 
G ardens of Easton Lodge.

We set off at 9 -30 am  from the 
Free Church car park  on  Saturday 
13 July, arriving at Easton Lodge 
for coffee at abou t 10.30am. The 
historic gardens o f Easton Lodge 
date back  over 400 years. Their 
m ost ren o w n ed  ow n er w as the 
C ountess o f Warwick, ‘Darling 
Daisy’, m istress o f Edw ard VII. 
In 1902 she comm issioned leading 
Edw ardian designer H arold Peto 
to  create stunning formal gardens 
that w ere  the talk o f the day. 
A bandoned  in 1930 after the 
dem olition of the m ain house, the 
gardens w ere forgotten for nearly 
45 years. In 1993 an  am bitious 
restoration programme was started. 
Today the 23 acres o f gardens 
have a magical atm osphere  as 
the sp lendour o f a century  ago 
is gently  revealed, allowing the 
visitor to imagine their past glories 
and enjoy their tranquil present.

The gardens at Easton Lodge 
have n o w  b een  p laced  on  the 
N ational G ardens Register by 
English H eritage as a ‘G arden of 
N ational Im portance’. The o n ­
going restoration, w hich  includes 
P eto’s m agnificent Italian Sunken 
G arden w ith its ornate 100 foot 
balustraded  pool, has p roved  to 
be  as big an attraction to  visitors

as th e  m atu re  g a rd en s  are 
th roughou t the  seasons.

The exhibition in the dovecote 
has original photos, paintings, 
p rin ts, d raw ings an d  w ritten  
m em ories o f the  house, garden  
and, o f course, ‘darling Daisy’.

At 12.30 w e set off for Audley 
End, arriving at 1pm. Lunch and 
tea are available in the parterre 
restaurant or, if you  w ish, you 
can  p icn ic  in  th e  ex ten siv e  
grounds. A udley End is one  of 
the  m ost m agnificent houses in 
England. The m ain structure is 
little altered  since the front court 
w as dem olished  and  the east 
w ing cam e d ow n  in 1753. The 
room s are a b lend  of m any 
generations o f taste.

An ad d ed  attraction on  the 
day of ou r visit is the royal 
progress o f King Charles. As part 
of the Royal Heritage celebrations, 
Charles II visits the  fascinating 
country house  that he bo u g h t in 
1669 for a w eek en d  o f royal 
revelry, p o m p  and  pageantry.

We leave at 5 pm , arriving 
back  (traffic perm itting) at about 
6.30 pm . The trip costs £20 per 
person  to include m orning coffee 
and  biscuits, and  en trance fees 
to  Easton Lodge and  Audley 
End. If you w ou ld  like to  com e, 
p lease contact A nne Crawley, 
116 Willifield Way, NW11 6YG, 
8455 7618.

Wordsearch winner
The w inner w as Austin H eady 
w h o  has lived on  the  Suburb for 
48 years, first in H eath Close and  
n ow  in Corringham  Road. He has 
b een  (sem i) retired  as a m edical

statistician for 20 years. He belongs 
to the University of the Third Age 
in N orth London and  will use 
the b o o k  to k en  to buy  b o oks for 
s tudy in the reading circle.
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