
K aterina Kittnarova from  the Czech republic showed the result o f  
her year’s work at the HGS Institute to Simon Abbott o f  the Dame 
Henrietta Barnet Fund which funded Katerina’s studies here.

D r Chris Donovan swings Barbara Honeyball at a lively Suburb 
Barn Dance organised by the North West Group in aid o f  the North 
London Hospice.

Elizabeth and h er  cats take orders fo r  beautifully made cushions, 
tea cosies etc sold in aid o f  charities made up from  your own choice 
offabric from  their collection. For details telephone 8731 7887 am.

I’m feeling a little bit guilty at the 
mom ent. I am always so busy 
looking at new  plants, new  ideas 
etc. that I have overlooked a good 
old reliable friend, Pulmonaria. 
Squelching round the garden on 
a March morning clutching my cup 
o f tea, I realised the Pulmonarias 
w ere flow ering their socks off. 
Overnight the m iserable little 
clumps of nothing had turned into 
plants with w onderful spotted 
leaves and m asses o f pink/blue 
flowers. I noticed Pulmonaria 
Sissinghurst W hite was now  a 
sizeable beauty and nearby a 
pretty little thing in pale pink. 
Tw o years ago at a Victoria 
flow er show  I bought two deep 
blue varieties with deep green 
leaves, Munstead Blue and Blue 
Ensign. As usual the display plants 
were huge and magnificent and my
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Sit back and enjoy the garden
two purchases tiny, insignificant 
things only n o ticeab le  w ith 
binocu lars! Anyway, I stuck 
them  in the ground, the label 
the only clue that they w ere 
there, and I forgot all about 
them. Out o f sight out o f mind, 
yes that’s me! So imagine how  I 
felt on that March m orning two 
years down the line. I was greeted 
with m asses o f the deepest blue 
flow ers and bottle green foliage, 
the labels lost in the depths o f 
these m agnificent plants. I am 
very nice to them  now.

O n one o f my strolls round 
my estate I noticed that many 
shrubs and trees had lost a lot o f 
topsoil from around the base. So 
m uch rain had w ashed away at 
least an inch o f soil and many o f 
the small, fibrous roots w ere 
exp osed . I w ent round and

the years I have collected  many 
treasures. I was in my primula 
phase a few  months ago and I 
purchased Eugene and Rosie 
O ’Day. I have added them  to 
Freckles, last year’s gem, and I 
have planted them  in a couple 
o f old sinks. They look m uch 
better in containers and less 
easily damaged w hen I stom p 
around without my specs! If 
these plants get to a decent size 
I shall divide them  and put them  
in the plant sale on May 19 
along with my favourite grass, 
Stipa arundinacea , w hich has 
already been  lifted and divided, 
a very useful plant to have.

Last year in Septem ber I 
w ent with a girlfriend to the 
Rare Plant Fair at the Royal Free. 
We had such  a good  tim e, 
purchasing unusual plants and

covered them  all with fresh soil. 
All this rain will have w ashed 
away nutrients from the ground and 
Alan Titchm arsh recom m ended 
using a general fertiliser over the 
entire garden. I bought a big tub

o f poultry manure, w hich serves 
the same purpose, and then I 
mulched.

I still go once a m onth to the 
flow er shows in Victoria, just a 
little bit o f escapism , and over

dragging them  back to the car 
park on  the heath, laughing with 
joy  and excitem en t as our 
fingers bled  with the w eight o f 
our booty, oh such giddy days. 
Anyway, they are not holding 
another one this year as it was 
so badly attended they said they 
w ouldn’t bother. If you want to 
go to one o f the Rare Plant Fairs 
the only other London venue was 
Battersea Tow n Hall on April 12. 
Bet you wish you had gone to 
the Royal Free last year!

I am going to grow gladiolus 
for a change this summer. I 
haven’t grown them for about 
fifteen years so I though I would 
give them  a try. I have chosen 
the most amazing purple variety 
called Plum Tart and shall plant 
them  in groups, not in rows o f 
soldiers. May is the time to plant 
gladiolus and your dahlias can go 
outside if you plant them  deep 
enough, or if in doubt, ask Ken!

My lawn is looking somewhat 
m oth-eaten so I can repair this 
now  by seeding or with new  
turf. There is quite a lot going 
on  in the Suburb in May. There 
is the outing to G oodnestone 
Park on Saturday, 12 May, £11 

(continued page 11)

Will it ever stop?
‘Terrifying’ is how  the recent 
rainfall amounts can b e  best 
described. 13in in the first three 
months o f the year is a very large 
quantity o f water. It is, in fact, 
not the highest for the sam e 
period in the North London 
records since 1980. That distinction 
belongs to 1993 w hen there was 
nearly 15in. However, this year the 
previous three months had also 
been  exceptional so the total for 
O ctober 2000 to March 2001 was 
over 30in. This is m ore than w e 
usually get in a w hole year so it 
is little w onder that everyw here 
is so sodden. By contrast O ctober 
’94 to March ’93 had only 25in.

An annual total is a convenient 
way, but entirely arbitrary, way 
o f looking at twelve m onths 
rainfall. Any twelve months could 
reasonably b e  considered. The 
total for the year 2000 was 41 in 
but the am ount received from 
April to the following March gives 
a truly staggering indication o f 
w hat has hap p en ed  to our 
weather. At 49in, April ’00 to 
March ’01 experienced  9in more 
than the previous highest total, 
40in in ’9 3 - ’94. This is nearly a 
quarter as m uch again. Oddly 
enough, taking these tw elve 
months instead o f the m ore usual 
January to D ecem ber produces 
m uch greater extrem es. In 91/92 
and in 96/97 the April to March 
periods has less than 21 in. This 
has never occurred in calendar 
years, w here the low est totals 
since 1980 have not b een  less 
than 23in.

A possible com fort gained 
from studying all these figures is 
that the two previous wettest April 
to March periods have been  
follow ed by summers that w ere 
reasonably dry. Let us hope this 
sum m er will prove the same.

DIANA IWI

Ducks on Central Square!.

.... it’s a  topsy turvy world.

Considering
moving?

Since 1989 Litchfields has been at the forefront of selling 
homes within the Suburb, and with all our key members 
of staff living in the area, our expertise is second to none.

We understand that clients should deal with like-minded, 
mature people who are aware of the individual needs 

both of vendors and applicants.

If you are thinking of moving, 
we look forward to hearing from you.

i t c
E S T A T E  A G E N T S

47 Market Place 
Hampstead Garden Suburb 

London NW 11 6JT 
Tel 020 8458 5000 
Fax 020 8458 8691 
www.litchfields.com
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