
LETTERS88 H ill Top, NW11 6DY 
Sir
The head lin e fo r  R ichard  
W akefield’s article ‘H enrietta 
B arnett School Com prehensive 
Threat’ (W inter 99  - Issue 62) 
will have an gered  m ore than  
on e Suburb resident. The 
dictionary defin ition  o f  the 
w ord ‘th reat’ is ‘a  sign, w arning 
or possibility o f  com ing dan ger’.

The ‘threat’ he writes abou t 
is the possible abolition  o f  the 
rigid academ ic entry requirements 
set by H enrietta B arnett school 
that prevent m any loca l girls 
from  attending this school.
Using this prem ise both the 
G arden Suburb an d  B rooklan d  
Schools might also be considered 
a  ‘threat’ sin ce their in take is 
truly com prehensive, com prising 
entirely children  adm itted  
under the criterion o f  proxim ity  
o f  their hom es to the schools.

H enrietta B arnett school has 
long en joyed the benefits 
provided  by superb location  in 
the heart o f the Suburb. In return, 
it has repeatedly rejected  the 
m ajority o f  local applicants, 
most o f  whom have no 
alternative secondary school 
p la ce  autom atically av ailab le to 
them. The statem ent from  the 
school that “they do fav ou r local 
girls but that successful Suburb 
entrants a re  m ore likely to turn 
down the o ffer an d  go  
elsew here” uses an ecdotal 
in form ation  to justify  their 
desire to rem ain academ ically  
exclusive. The insinuation that 
Suburb residents w ould p refer  
to sen d their daughters 
elsew here (to fe e  payin g schools 
presum ably) is an  assum ption.

52  The O rchard, NW11 
Sir
It is obvious that you r 
correspondent, Siddiek Meer, is 
either a  recent new com er to the 
Suburb or on e who know s little 
or nothing abou t its history or  
trees. Years ago it was adm itted  
that m istakes h ad  been m ade in 
the choice o f  street trees an d  
m any unsuitable trees h ad  been  
planted, particu larly  the hybrid  
‘P lane X h isp an ica ’ know n as 
the ‘London P lan e’, in 
H am pstead Way an d  the 
A m erican Oaks in Erskine Hill.

Some years ago it was 
d ecided  the Oaks should be 
gradually fe lled  an d  replaced  
with sm all flow ering trees. One 
or two have been cut down 
w here the roots h ad  lifted the 
pavem ent an d  dam aged the 
fou n dation s o f houses.

In H am pstead Way the 
P lane trees should have been  
p lan ted  on the opposite side as 
that area, now covered by

Should the school lose its criterion  
fo r  adm ission by selection, an d  
discover that som e p laces  
offered  to loca l girls are  
discarded  in fav ou r o f  private 
school places, this w ould only 
provide an  ad d ition al useful 
outcom e. The o ffer o f  p laces at 
this school cou ld then be 
extended to the w ider local 
population  who are in desperate 
n eed o f  m ore secondary school 
p laces fo r  girls living in this 
gen eral area .

I  w ould also vehem ently 
disagree with C ouncillor 
Jasm in e N aghar’s view that “i f  it 
[H enrietta B arnett school] 
becam e com prehensive it w ould 
quickly lose its acad em ic status 
an d  as a  result few er G arden  
Suburb girls might attend. In  
the long term it w ould not be 
ben eficia l fo r  the Suburb. ” For a  
num ber o f  reasons the change 
w ould be very ben eficia l indeed. 
I f  H enrietta B arnett w ere 
attended by those girls living 
closest to the school, many would 
w alk to school, thus alleviating  
the congestion o f  cars in the 
Suburb an d  in the w ider 
com munity, therefore reducing  
pollution . At the moment, pupils 
currently attending H enrietta 
B arnett m ay be from  fu rth er  
a field  an d  m any a re driven to 
an d  from  school whilst local 
girls a re travelling by ca r  from  
the Suburb to attend schools 
elsew here.

D irectly as a  result o f  the 
academ ically  exclusive status o f  
H enrietta Barnett, paren ts with 
children attending our two local 
ju n ior schools fe e l bound to 
p rep are their daughters fo r  the

Queens Court, was originally  
p lan n ed  as a  recreation  ground  
an d  tennis courts.

The trees have been  
p ollard ed  to keep them at a  
reason able height as they shade 
the houses, and raise the pavement, 
m aking w alking d ifficu lt an d  
dangerous fo r  the elderly.

Mr M eer writes, abou t Mrs 
Berger “show ing her ign oran ce” 
when he p arad es his own in 
every statem ent he m akes.

I  am  surprised that the 
editor o f  the ‘News’ d id  not 
m ake som e com m ent abou t the 
abu se o f  on e o f  the regular an d  
well read  contributors who 
knows what she is writing about.

Yours 
L Potiphar

en trance exam ination  privately, 
sin ce state ju n ior schools a re  
n or obliged to prep are children  
fo r  en trance exam inations o f  
this kind. Private tuition takes 
p la ce  a fter school fo r  m any 
ju n ior school children  an d  the 
pressure upon the girls is 
com pounded by the likelihood  
o f a  rejection from  H enrietta 
Barnett, coupled with a  rejection  
from  B arn et’s education  
departm ent fo r  applications 
m ade to other state schools. The 
Suburb’s geographical location  
p laces its residents outside the 
adm ission criteria fo r  m any o f  
the other schools in Barnet.

I  w ould urge those paren ts 
who a re eligible to vote fo r  or 
against the abolition  o f  selection  
as the criterion fo r  adm ission to 
H enrietta Barnett, to think 
carefu lly  abou t the local 
consequences i f  the school w ere 
to rem ain  academ ically  
exclusive. H enrietta Barnett 
school is nam ed in celebration  
o f  a  dynam ic w om an whose 
ideology created  H am pstead 
G arden Suburb as ‘a  garden  
suburb fo r  the w orking classes’. 
The intention was surely that 
the benefits an d  fac ilities  
av ailab le in the Suburb w ould 
be accessible to a ll its residents. 
To exclude the m ajority o f  local 
girls from  the school that bears 
her nam e is a  travesty which 
has continued fo r  too long.

Yours
Loren Loeb

110 Erskine H ill 
Sir
How com forting to learn  that 
ou r beau tifu l oaks a re  being so 
passionately  defen ded. No doubt 
the glorious bow ers o f  gold  an d  
russet that crow n Erskine H ill 
during the autum nal months 
w ould be redu ced to the sad  
spectacle o f  the dism em bered  
bodies in Mrs B erger’s ‘assault 
course’ - i f  it were not fo r  the fa c t  
that they are so jealously guarded  
by Mr Meer. The form er contributor 
to you r p ap er is not beyond 
using a  little exaggeration, an d  
the latter uses this technique to 
great effect. This brings m e to 
my next point.

Both Mrs Berger an d  Mr Meer 
hold  strong convictions. The 
fa c t  that they happen to express 
their opposing views so ardently, 
in my opinion, adds zest to the 
quality o f  the discursive issues 
in ‘The Suburb News’.

Yours
C aroline Buys

112 Erskine H ill 
Sir
How can  any garden er ca ll a  
tree a  ‘m onster? (D .Berger/  
Autumn issue).

The m agnificent Turkey 
Oaks a t the bottom o f Erskine 
H ill a re a  sight to be seen from  
bare branch to fu ll leaf. So fa r , 
the case fo r  trees causing  
subsidence is still unproven - we 
have lived very close to those 
sam e-said trees fo r  30  years with 
no sign o f  any disturbance. I  
have also seen m any houses on  
the Suburb with subsidence an d  
not a  tree in sight.

I  agree with Siddiek M eer 
(W inter issue) that trees, properly 
pru n ed  an d  looked  after, a re  
ben eficia l to m ankind an d  on e 
o f  life ’s ch ie f joys.

Yours
M H  Pyne (Mrs)

862 Finchley R oad NW11 6AB 
Sir
We, the m em bers o f  the Trust 
Council, thought this was an  
appropriate opportunity fo r  us 
to say how  m uch we w elcom e 
the settlem ent o f  the dispute that 
has been running fo r  several 
years over the fu tu re o f  the 
Central Square site used by the 
H am pstead G arden Suburb 
Institute an d  H enrietta B arnett 
School. R eaching this settlem ent 
has involved a  great d ea l o f  
constructive effort on the p art o f  
those involved: the Institute, the 
School, the London Borough o f  
B arn et an d  the D epartm ent o f  
Education an d  Employment.
We, too w ould have been  
subjected to the Compulsory 
P urchase Order in respect o f  the 
Trust’s freeh old , although we 
h ad  m ade arrangem ents to 
retain our rights over development 
w ere this to have happened.

The H am pstead G arden  
Suburb Trust exists to protect 
the character an d  am enities o f

144 H am pstead Way, NW11 7XH 
Sir
As an avid reader o f the gardening 
articles in the Suburb News, I  
was delighted when D iane Berger 
w rote castigating the p lan e trees 
in Hampstead Way. It is reassuring 
to know that others can empathise 
with the problem s they create. 
Im agine my consternation  
when I  read  the angry an d  
rather aggressively toned letter 

from  Mr Meer, in the last issue 
o f  the News (W inter No. 62).

I  am  an  arden t tree lover, 
but, as with most things in life, 
only in the appropriate p lace. As 
a  resident o f  H am pstead Way fo r  
over 25  years, with two large 
p lan e trees outside, I  am  only too 
aw are o f  the problem s they create.

To qu ibble an d  gripe over 
the use o f  the w ord ‘m onster’ 
seems peevish, petty an d  pedantic. 
I  can  w ell understand why 
D iane used such a  term. [NB 
my Oxford Dictionary gives ‘huge’ 
as a  possible m eaning. It also  
gives the m eaning o f  monstrous

W illifield Way 
Sir
I  am  replying to Siddiek M eer’s 
letter in the w inter issue o f  the 
Suburb News. I  am  astonished  
at the rudeness an d  vitriolic 
nature o f  his attack d irected  at 
D iane B erger’s com m ents abou t 
trees in the Suburb. Mr M eer has 
really m issed her p oin t that the 
large p lan e trees lining Erskine 
H ill an d  H am pstead Way are  
out o f  p lace: she does not say  
they should be rem oved; her 
point, Mr Meer, is that, when 
planting a  tree in a  narrow  
road, a  m ore appropriate tree 
w ould have been m ore suitable.

I  live in a  house w hich has 
a  very m ature oak  tree, w hich 
has cost m e hundreds o f  pounds 
in m aintenance over the past 
ten years. I  strongly fe e l that this 
tree w ould be better in a  
G ainsborough pain tin g with a  
flo ck  o f  sheep grazing under it, 
than at the en d  o f  a  sm all 
suburban garden .

Ju st spare a  thought fo r  the 
residents in H am pstead Way who 
have to keep their fro n t room  
lights on in the sum m er months 
because o f  the dense canopy o f  
leaves from  these p lan e trees. 
Finally, Mr Meer, love thy neighbour 
- that includes D iane Berger!

Yours
K aren Grant
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the Suburb. The Trust’s policy  
throughout has been that a  
settlem ent cou ld  an d  should be 
reach ed  on a  basis that gave 
both the Institute an d  School a  
continued p resen ce an d  viable 
fu tu re on the site. We believe 
that the m ajor concessions m ade 
by a ll parties have ach ieved  a  
positive, w orkable long-term  
solution under w hich both 
bodies can  continue to work 
side by side on Central Square.

As you m ay know, the terms 
o f  the settlem ent give the 
Institute a  rent fr e e  p eriod  o f  
fiv e  years during w hich it can  
negotiate term s on w hich it can  
stay thereafter. The Trust Council 
is keen  that the Institute should  
rem ain  perm anently on the 
Suburb, an d  we w ill do w hat we 
can  to fa c ilita te  its long-term  
presen ce here. We a re con fident 
that this is what Dame Henrietta 
B arnett w ould have wished.

It is likely that proposals w ill 
com e forw ard  fo r  new buildings 
on the site, including rem oval 
o f  the unsightly huts. The Trust’s 
pow ers o f  control over building  
developm ent a re u n affected  by 
the settlem ent an d  we will

as ‘outrageously wrong or 
absu rd ’!]. A nd I  live with these 
monsters outside my house, with 
their roots invading the foundations. 
It m ay be a  fa c t  that the houses 
were, in those days, built with 
inadequate fou n dation s but why 
exacerbate the problem  with 
outsize an d  m onstrous trees?

In midsummer, I  am  fo rc ed  
to pu t on the lights in the m iddle 
o f  the day when I  w ant to work 
in the fron t. The leaves keep out 
a ll the sun an d  light. The only 
solution is to p o llard  the trees. 
London p lan es w ere not 
supposed to be grow n quite so 
n ear buildings.

There are peren n ial problem s 
over pruning an d  pollarding. 
Walking to the shops on a  windy 
day, last Autumn, becam e 
rather hazardous. The low er 
branches threaten ed the eyes o f  
a ll tall passers-by an d  p arked  
cars. H aving p h on ed  B arnet 
Council twice, they eventually

119 Erskine H ill 
Sir
I  refer to Mr Siddiek M eer’s 
article in you r Issue 6 2 .1 am  in  
fu ll agreem ent with w hat he 
says an d  can  only wish that 
there w ere m ore p eop le w illing 
to stick their necks out in order 
to save our trees!

Yours
E. M. Sorge

CheinyChilcte"' 
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PIANO LESSONS 
FO R BEGINNERS

Piano lessons for beginners of 
any age given in the Suburb by 
local professional musician and 
educator. Fees very reasonable.
Tel & fax: 0181-458 5621

CREATIVE W RITIN G  
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New ten week course, taught by experienced 
novelist and teacher, starts in Hampstead 

Garden Suburb on May 10.
For details phone Helen Harris, 45 8  8823

PICTURE FRAMING
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458  2894

continue to exercise them  
consistently with ou r duty to 
conserve the character o f  this 
fo c a l a rea  o f  the Suburb when 
considering any proposals.

We are sorry that the 
Institute’s C hairm an has 
continued to criticise the Trust’s 
stance in this matter. We have 
alw ays sought to act in the 
interests o f  the Suburb as a  
w hole; never at any stage with 
the intention o f  being “an ti­
institute” - rather being both 
“pro-institute” an d  “pro-School”. 
Both bodies a re im portant to the 
Suburb an d  both can  and, we 
hope, w ill stay. This is the 
unanim ous view o f  the presen t 
Trust C ouncil an d  that o f  our 
predecessors.

We see this as the start o f  a  
new chapter in the history o f  the 
Suburb. We look forw ard  to old  
contentions now being set aside 
an d  to a ll parties working 
positively an d  constructively in 
tandem  to bu ild on their 
acad em ic achievem ents fo r  the 
fu tu re.

Yours
Edw ard Caplin

rem oved the hazardou s low er 
branches o f  these ‘m onsters’.

Autumn - w ell yes - leaves! 
Not the sort that a re easily  
com posted. These leaves form  a  
thick carpet over everything so 
that little w ater can  percolate.
It encourages slugs an d  disease. 
I f  not rem oved from  p aths an d  
pavements they can be dangerously 
slippery fo r  the less-than-sure- 
footed , particu larly  when wet 
an d  frosty.

H aving spent m ore than a  
qu arter o f  a  century with these 
trees in H am pstead Way, I  know  
that I  am  not alone in my feelings 
that these trees a re unsuitable 
monsters fo r  the area . I  would 
welcome their dem ise i f  I  w ere 
not then threatened with heave!

The w orld is fu ll o f  the most 
w onderful trees. Let’s try an d  
keep things in perspective an d  
choose su itable ones.

Yours
Ja n e  Epstein

FREE YOURSELF FROM 
PAIN AND TENSION

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE
Alex Maunder bsc , m sta t

79 Brookland Rise, 
Hampstead Garden Suburb

Tel: (0181) 4551878

HOMOEOPATHIC CLINIC 
WHY HOMOEOPATHY?

•  It is free from side effects •
•It treats both cause and sym ptom s •

• It is safe •
All medicines are made from natural 

substances free from artificial colours 
and flavours and can be given 

to  the smallest infant. 
Children’s Appointments cost just £20 

(Adult appointm ents and low cost 
children’s clin ic - please ask for details)

Cathy Brooks LCH
34 Chiselhurst Avenue, London N12 OHU 

0181 349 2582
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