88 Hill Top, NW1l1 6DY

Sir
The headlinefor Richard
W akefields article Henrietta
Barnett School Comprehensive
Threat’ (Winter 99 - Issue 62)
will have angered more than
one Suburb resident. The
dictionary definition ofthe
word ‘threat’is a sign, warning
orpossibility ofcoming danger’.

The ‘threat’he writes about
is thepossible abolition o f the
rigid academ ic entry requirements
set by Henrietta Barnett school
thatprevent many local girls
from attending this school.
Using thispremise both the
Garden Suburb and Brookland
Schools might also be considered
a ‘threat’since their intake is
truly comprehensive, comprising
entirely children admitted
under the criterion o fproximity
oftheir homes to the schools.

Henrietta Barnett school has
long enjoyed the benefits
provided by superb location in
the heart o fthe Suburb. In return,
it has repeatedly rejected the
majority oflocal applicants,
most o fwhom have no
alternative secondary school
place automatically available to
them. The statementfrom the
school that ‘they dofavour local
girls but that successful Suburb
entrants are more likely to turn
down the offer and go
elsew here”uses anecdotal
information tojustify their
desire to remain academ ically
exclusive. The insinuation that
Suburb residents would prefer
to send their daughters
elsewhere (tofee paying schools
presumably) is an assumption.

52 The Orchard, NW11
Sir
It is obvious thatyour
correspondent, Siddiek Meer, is
either a recent newcomer to the
Suburb or one who knows little
or nothing about its history or
trees. Years ago it was admiitted
that mistakes had been made in
the choice ofstreet trees and
many unsuitable trees had been
planted, particularly the hybrid
Plane X hispanica’known as
the London Plane; in
Hampstead Way and the
American Oaks in Erskine Hill.

Someyears ago it was
decided the Oaks should be
graduallyfelled and replaced
with smallflowering trees. One
or two have been cut down
where the roots had lifted the
pavement and damaged the
foundations ofhouses.

In Ham pstead Way the
Plane trees should have been
planted on the opposite side as
that area, now covered by

Should the school lose its criterion
for admission by selection, and
discover that someplaces
offered to local girls are
discarded infavour ofprivate
schoolplaces, this would only
provide an additional useful
outcome. The offer ofplaces at
this school could then be
extended to the wider local
population who are in desperate
need of more secondary school
placesfor girls living in this
general area.

I would also vehemently
disagree with Councillor
Jasmine Naghars view that “if it
[Henrietta Barnett school]
became comprehensive it would
quickly lose its academ ic status
and as a resultfewer Garden
Suburb girls might attend. In
the long term it would not be
beneficialfor the Suburb. ”For a
number ofreasons the change
would be very beneficial indeed.
IfHenrietta Barnett were
attended by those girls living
closest to the school, many would
walk to school, thus alleviating
the congestion ofcars in the
Suburb and in the wider
community, therefore reducing
pollution. At the moment, pupils
currently attending Henrietta
Barnett may befrom further
afield and many are driven to
andfrom school whilst local
girls are travelling by carfrom
the Suburb to attend schools
elsewhere.

Directly as a result ofthe
academically exclusive status of
Henrietta Barnett, parents with
children attending our two local
junior schoolsfeel bound to
prepare their daughtersfor the

Queens Court, was originally
planned as a recreation ground
and tennis courts.

The trees have been
pollarded to keep them at a
reasonable height as they shade
the houses, and raise thepavement,
making walking difficult and
dangerousfor the elderly.

Mr M eer writes, about Mrs
Berger ‘showing her ignorance”
when heparades his own in
every statement he makes.

I am surprised that the
editor ofthe News’did not
make some comment about the
abuse ofone ofthe regular and
well read contributors who
knows what she is writing about.

Yours
L Potiphar
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entrance examination privately,
since statejunior schools are
nor obliged toprepare children
for entrance examinations of
this kind. Private tuition takes
place after schoolfor many
junior school children and the
pressure upon the girls is
compounded by the likelihood
ofa rejection from Henrietta
Barnett, coupled with a rejection
from Barnets education
departmentfor applications
made to other state schools. The
Suburbs geographical location
places its residents outside the
admission criteriafor many of
the other schools in Barnet.

I would urge thoseparents
who are eligible to votefor or
against the abolition ofselection
as the criterion for admission to
Henrietta Barnett, to think
carefully about the local
consequences if the school were
to remain academ ically
exclusive. Henrietta Barnett
school is named in celebration
ofa dynamic woman whose
ideology created Ham pstead
Garden Suburb as @ garden
suburbfor the working classes’.
The intention was surely that
the benefits andfacilities
available in the Suburb would
be accessible to all its residents.
To exclude the majority oflocal
girlsfrom the school that bears
her name is a travesty which
has continuedfor too long.

Yours
Loren Loeb

110 Erskine Hill
Sir
How comforting to learn that
our beautiful oaks are being so
passionately defended. No doubt
the glorious bowers ofgold and
russet that crown Erskine Hill
during the autumnal months
would be reduced to the sad
spectacle of the dismem bered
bodies in MrsBergers @assault
course’- if it were notfor thefact
that they are sojealously guarded
by MrMeer. Theform er contributor
toyourpaper is not beyond
using a little exaggeration, and
the latter uses this technique to
great effect. This brings me to
my nextpoint.

Both MrsBerger and MrMeer
hold strong convictions. The
fact that they happen to express
their opposing views so ardently,
in my opinion, adds zest to the
quality ofthe discursive issues
in ‘The Suburb News’.

Yours
Caroline Buys

112 Erskine Hill
Sir
How can any gardener call a
tree a ‘monster? (D .Berger/
Autumn issue).

The magnificent Turkey
Oaks at the bottom o fErskine
Hill are a sight to be seenfrom
bare branch tofull leaf. Sofar,
the casefor trees causing
subsidence is still unproven - we
have lived very close to those
same-said treesfor 30 years with
no sign ofany disturbance. |
have also seen many houses on
the Suburb with subsidence and
not a tree in sight.

| agree with Siddiek M eer
(Winter issue) that trees, properly
pruned and looked after, are
beneficial to mankind and one
oflifes chiefjoys.

Yours
M H Pyne (Mrs)

RS

862 Finchley Road NW11 6AB
Sir
We, the members ofthe Trust
Council, thought this was an
appropriate opportunityfor us
to say how much we welcome
the settlement o f the dispute that
has been runningfor several
years over thefuture ofthe
Central Square site used by the
Hampstead Garden Suburb
Institute and Henrietta Barnett
School. Reaching this settlement
has involved a great deal of
constructive effort on thepartof
those involved: the Institute, the
School, the London Borough of
Barnet and the Departmentof
Education and Employment.
We, too would have been
subjected to the Compulsory
Purchase Order in respect of the
Trustsfreehold, although we
had made arrangements to
retain our rights over development
were this to have happened.

The Ham pstead Garden

Suburb Trust exists toprotect
the character and amenities of

144 Hampstead Way, NW11 7XH
Sir

Asan avid reader o fthegardening
articles in the Suburb News, |
was delighted when Diane Berger
wrote castigating theplane trees
in Hampstead Way. It is reassuring
to know that others can empathise
with theproblems they create.
Imagine my consternation

when | read the angry and
rather aggressively toned letter
from Mr Meer, in the last issue
ofthe News (Winter No.62).

I am an ardent tree lover,
but, as with most things in life,
only in the appropriateplace. As
a resident o fHampstead Wayfor
over 25 years, with two large
plane trees outside, | am only too
aware oftheproblems they create.

To quibble and gripe over
the use ofthe word monster’
seemspeevish, petty and pedantic.
I can well understand why
Diane used such a term. [NB
my Oxford Dictionary gives huge’
as a possible meaning. It also
gives the meaning of monstrous

W illifield Way
Sir
I am replying to Siddiek Meers
letter in the winter issue o f the
Suburb News. | am astonished
at the rudeness and vitriolic
nature o fhis attack directed at
Diane Bergers comments about
trees in the Suburb. MrMeer has
really missed herpoint that the
largeplane trees lining Erskine
Hilland Hampstead Way are
outofplace: she does not say
they should be removed; her
point, Mr Meer, is that, when
planting a tree in a narrow
road, a more appropriate tree
would have been more suitable.

I live in a house which has
a very mature oak tree, which
has cost me hundreds ofpounds
in maintenance over the past
ten years. | stronglyfeel that this
tree would be better in a
Gainshorough painting with a
flock ofsheep grazing under it
than at the end ofa small
suburban garden.

Just spare a thoughtfor the
residents in Ham pstead Way who
have to keep theirfront room
lights on in the summer months
because ofthe dense canopy of
leavesfrom theseplane trees.
Finally, MrMeer, love thy neighbour
- that includes Diane Berger!

Yours
Karen Grant

the Suburb. The Trustspolicy
throughout has been thata
settlement could and should be
reached on a basis thatgave
both the Institute and School a
continuedpresence and viable
future on the site. We believe
that the major concessions made
by allparties have achieved a
positive, workable long-term
solution under which both
bodies can continue to work
side by side on Central Square.

Asyou may know, the terms
o f the settlementgive the
Institute a rentfree period of
five years during which it can
negotiate terms on which it can
stay thereafter. The Trust Council
is keen that the Institute should
remain permanently on the
Suburb, and we will do what we
can tofacilitate its long-term
presence here. We are confident
that this is what Dame Henrietta
Barnett would have wished.

It is likely thatproposals will
comeforwardfor new buildings
on the site, including removal
ofthe unsightly huts. The Trusts
powers ofcontrol over building
development are unaffected by
the settlement and we will

as ‘outrageously wrong or
absurd™. And I live with these
monsters outside my house, with
their roots invading thefoundations.
It may be afact that the houses
were, in those days, built with
inadequatefoundations but why
exacerbate theproblem with
outsize and monstrous trees?

In midsummer, | am forced
toputon the lights in the middle
ofthe day when | want to work
in thefront. The leaves keep out
all the sun and light. The only
solution is topollard the trees.
London planes were not
supposed to be grown quite so
near buildings.

There areperennialproblems
overpruning and pollarding.
Walking to the shops on a windy
day, last Autumn, became
rather hazardous. The lower
branches threatened the eyes of
all tallpassers-by and parked
cars. Havingphoned Barnet
Council twice, they eventually

119 Erskine Hill
Sir
| refer to Mr Siddiek M eer’
article in your Issue 62.1am in
full agreement with what he
says and can only wish that
there were morepeople willing
to stick their necks out in order
to save our trees!

Yours
E. M. Sorge

CheinyChilcte™

ofdanam

Ballet RA.D.Tap & Modern L.ST.D.
London NW11

0181 458 6962

PIANO LESSONS
FOR BEGINNERS
Piano lessons for beginners of
any age given in the Suburb by
local professional musician and
educator. Fees very reasonable.

Tel & fax: 0181-458 5621

CREATIVE WRITING
FOR WOMEN
New ten week course, taught by experienced
nowvelist and teacher, starts in Hanpstead
Garden Suburb on May 10.
For details phone Helen Harris, 458 8823

PICTURE FRAMING

HGS Resident: evenings, weekends, daytime

458 2894

continue to exercise them
consistently with our duty to
conserve the character o fthis
focal area ofthe Suburb when
considering any proposals.

We are sorry that the
Institutes Chairman has
continued to criticise the Trusts
stance in this matter. We have
always sought to act in the
interests o f the Suburb as a
whole; never at any stage with
the intention ofbeing ‘anti-
institute” - rather being both
Pro-institute”and Pro-School”.
Both bodies are important to the
Suburb and both can and, we
hope, will stay. This is the
unanimous view o fthepresent
Trust Council and that ofour
predecessors.

We see this as the startofa
new chapter in the history o fthe
Suburb. We lookforward to old
contentions now being set aside
and to allparties working
positively and constructively in
tandem to build on their
academ ic achievementsfor the
future.

Yours
Edward Caplin

removed the hazardous lower
branches ofthese ‘monsters’.

Autumn - wellyes - leaves!
Not the sort that are easily
composted. These leavesform a
thick carpet over everything so
that little water can percolate.

It encourages slugs and disease.
If not removedfrom paths and
pavements they can be dangerously
slipperyfor the less-than-sure-
footed, particularly when wet
and frosty.

Having spent more than a
quarter ofa century with these
trees in Hampstead Way, | know
thatl am notalone in myfeelings
that these trees are unsuitable
monstersfor the area. | would
welcome their demise if | were
not then threatened with heave!

The world isfull ofthe most
wonderful trees. Lets try and
keep things in perspective and
choose suitable ones.

Yours
Jane Epstein

FREE YOURSELF FROM
PAIN AND TENSION

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE

Alex Maunder bsc, mstat

79 Brookland Rise,
Hampstead Garden Suburb

Tel: (0181) 4551878

HOMOEOPATHIC CLINIC
WHY HOMOEOPATHY?
« It is free from side effects ¢
oIt treats both cause and symptoms ¢
o Itis safe «

All medicines are made from natural
substances free from artificial colours
and flavours and can be given
to the smallest infant.
Children’s Appointments cost just £20
(Adult appointments and low cost
children’s clinic - please ask for details)

Cathy Brooks LCH
34 Chiselhurst Avenue, London N12 OHU
0181 349 2582
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