
Suburb loses old friends
R e ce n t w e e k s  h av e  s e e n  the loss 
to  th e Su bu rb  o f  D o ro th y  W h ite  

an d  Lord Soper. B o th  h av e b e e n  
th e  su b je c t o f  lo n g  o b itu aries in 

th e  n a tio n a l p re ss  fo r  th e ir  

en orm ou s contributions to a m uch 

w id er w orld  th an  that o f  the 

Su bu rb . Su ffice  it to  say  that th ey  

will b e  m uch m issed nearer hom e. 

O ur cond olences to their families.

Lord (D o n a ld ) S o p er had  

liv ed  o n  th e  Su bu rb  s in ce  b e fo re

th e last w ar, first in W ild w oo d  
R oad, w h e re  th eir h o u se  w as 
b o m b e d , la ter w ith  his w ife  and  

fo u r d au gh ters in W illifield  W ay 

an d  latterly  in B ig w o o d  R oad.

H e said  recen tly  that hav in g  

sp e n t all his w o rk in g  life, w h ich  

a lw ay s in c lu d e d  w e e k e n d s , 

ou tsid e th e Su bu rb  h e  h ad  really  

o n ly  a p p recia ted  it in th e  last 

fe w  y ears w h e n  h e  an d  his 
h o u s e k e e p e r  h a v e  b e e n  a 

fam iliar sight as Lord S o p e r w as 
w h e e le d  aro u n d  ou r streets.

D o ro th y  W h ite  O B E  an d  h er 

h u sb a n d  J o h n  m o v e d  to  

C orrin gh am  R oad  in 1956  and  

fo r th e p ast 25 y ears th e  fam ily, 

th ey  h av e th re e  so n s, h av e  lived  

in H am p stead  W ay.

Sh e en jo y e d  a d istin gu ish ed  

civil serv ice  ca re e r  and  w as later 

aw ard ed  h e r O B E  for v o lu n tary  

services to Barnet. L ikehotyl Soper 
she was a life long Labour supporter.
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Service to the Suburb
R e sid e n ts  a re  a sk e d  fo r  

n o m in atio n s fo r H on o rary  Life 

M em b ers. T h e  criteria  are, n o t 

strictly but usually, that n om in ees 

sh ou ld  h av e g iv en  th eir serv ices 

o n  a v o lu n ta ry  b a s is , th e y  

sh o u ld  h av e to  so m e  e x te n t 
retired  from  w h atev er th ey  w ere

d oing , that th e  serv ice  is fo r th e 

b e n e fit  o f  th e  Su bu rb  gen era lly , 

n o t n e cessarily  via th e R esid en ts 

A ssociatio n .

P lease sen d  your nom inations 

in  co n fid e n c e  to  th e H on. Sec. 

G rah am  C u n n old , 55 M id dlew ay 
N W 11 6SH  b y  F ebru ary  27.

Adopt a Tree
Thanks to the Residents Association, 

th e Trust and  L B  B a rn e t th ere  

are n o w  o v er 7 0  y o u n g  trees o n  

Su bu rb  streets that h av e  b e e n  

p lan ted  this A utum n and  W inter.

It m ay  b e  hard  to  im ag in e 

n o w  a fte r  so  m a n y  so g g y  

m on th s bu t th ese  y o u n g  trees,

as w ell as an y  p lan ted  th e  y ear 

b e fo r e , w ill ce r ta in ly  n e e d  
w a te r in g  th ro u g h  an y  dry 

p erio d s if  th ey  are to  flourish .

If  th ere  is a y ou n g  street tree  

ou tsid e y ou r h o u se  p le a se  m ak e  

su re it d o esn t d ie o f  thirst. All it 

n e e d s is a b u ck e t o f  w ater ev ery  

tw o  o r th re e  days. T h a n k  you . 

TREES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE
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RA raises £10,000 for Fellowship
A b ig  “T h a n k  Y o u ” to  all Su bu rb  
res id en ts w h o  su p p o rte d  ou r 
B rin g  an d  B u y  S a le  o n  1st 

D e c e m b e r  in aid  o f  th e  C entral 

A m erica  Fund. In  a little o v er an  

h o u r w e  raised  aro u n d  £ 4 3 0 . 

W onderfu l! O n  8th  D e c e m b e r

w e h ad  a p o ig n an t ce re m o n y  at 

th e  so u th  en d  o f  th e  c ro q u et 

law n  w h e n  w e  p lan ted  a n e w  
b e d  o f  ro ses  to  co m m em o rate  

E ls ie  D e n sh a m , K e n  R ea k s , 

D aisy  Sto n h old , J e a n  H e n d erso n  

and  M uriel G rainger.

Chaim Bermant
T h e  M ax W ein b au m  H all w as 
p a ck e d  to  cap acity  and  b e y o n d  

fo r  th e  m e m o ria l se rv ice  in  
O c to b e r  fo r  th e  la te  C h aim  

B erm a n t w h o  h ad  lived  in Hill 

R ise w ith  his w ife  Ju d y  and  th eir 

fam ily sin ce 1966. B est k n o w n  for 

his o fte n  co n tro v ersia l co lu m n s 

in  th e  Je w is h  C h ron icle , h is dry 

w it an d  su p erb  w riting w o n  him  

a w id er a u d ien ce  in th e nation al 

p ress; h e  w rote  regu larly  for th e 

In d ep en d e n t, Guardian, Observer, 
Telegraph and Times as w ell as as 

a n o v elist and  b io grap h er.
T ribu tes w e re  p aid  to  him  

by, am ong others, Lord Jakobovitz, 

w h o se  b io g rap h y  w as w ritten  b y  

C haim  B erm an t, w h o  reca lled  

th e ir  a ffe c t io n a te  re la tio n sh ip  

and  d escrib ed  him  as “divid ing 

th e  co m m u n ity  in to  th o se  that 

sw o re  b y  him  an d  th o se  w h o  

sw o re  at h im ”.
Je w is h  B o o k  W eek  d uring 

M arch  7  - 14, at th e R oyal 

N ation al H otel, w ill d ev o te  its 
first ev en in g  to  a C e leb ra tio n  o f  
Chaim  B erm ant. Entitled LChaim!, 
th e  e v e n in g  w ill lin k  th e

m e m o rie s  o f  G e o ffre y  P au l, 

Lynne Reid Banks, Je rem y  Isaacs, 
Ned Tem ko, G eoffrey  W heatcroft 
and  C h aim ’s d aughters.

H e w a s  w o rk in g  o n  an  
au to b io g rap h y  and  h ad  fin ish ed  

th e  first part ‘G en es is  - a Latvian 

C hildhood’ w h ich  w as published 

recently and a bo ok  o f  his Jew ish 

Chronicle columns is in preparation.

O n  th e  Su bu rb  h e  m ust hav e 
b e e n  k n o w n  b y  sight to  m an y 

h e  d id n ’t k n o w  as h e  d elig h ted  

in  w alk in g  ev ery w h ere  and  w as 

a striking figu re, tall an d  w ith 
flo w in g  beard . B o rn  in Latvia, 
h is u p brin gin g  in  Scotlan d  left 

him  w ith  a stron g  G lasw eg ian  

accen t, m u ch  en jo y e d  b y  his 

a u d ien ce  at an  RA In tern ation al 

C lub lectu re  so m e tim e ago.

H e sp e n t so m e  Su n d ay  

m orn in g s as a v o lu n teer in the 

G ard en  Su bu rb  G allery  during 

his w ife  Ju d y ’s ex h ib itio n  th ere . 
I w ill a lw ays rem e m b e r him  
sitting read in g  in e x a ctly  the 

p o se  o f  his portrait fram ed  in 
th e  w in d ow .
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Muriel Grainger 1905-1998
M uriel lived  o n  th e  su bu rb  for 

th e g rea ter part o f  h e r life and  

the Free Church, and latterly also 

Fellow ship  H ouse, w as central to 

h e r life. Sh e h ad  d ev oted  m u ch  
o f  h e r tim e an d  en erg y  to  th e 
F ree  C h urch , h av in g  b e e n  b o th  
d e a co n  and  elder, ch o ir m em b er 

an d  ju n io r ch u rch  leader. Sh e 

se ld o m  m issed  a service and w as 

a source o f  spiritual in sp iration  

to  us all. F o r th e  y ou n g  sh e  

w ro te  plays an d  p ag ean ts , for 

o ld er m em b ers sh e gave readings 

to  T h u rsd a y  F e llo w sh ip  an d  

v isited  lov ingly  in  th e  O rchard .

Like m an y  w o m e n , b o rn  in 

th e  early  part o f  th e cen tu ry , sh e  
w as w ell-ed u ca ted  an d  w id ely- 

read  bu t reg retted  n o t havin g 
b e e n  ab le  to  g o  to  U niversity  to  
read  E nglish  Literature as sh e  

h a d  so  fe rv e n tly  d esired . 

In ste a d , o n  le a v in g  S o u th  

H am p stead  S ch o o l sh e  h ad  to  

g o  to  w ork , jo in in g  F leetw ay  

P u b lica tio n s in 1925  at a salary  

o f  £ 2  a w e e k , w o rk in g  o n  th e 

m ag az in es fo r w o m e n  that so ld  

a 2 p e n n ie s  a co p y . H er w riting 

ta len ts w e re  so o n  re co g n ise d  
a n d  sh e  b e c a m e  e d ito r  o f  
W o m e n ’s W orld . L ater sh e  
b e ca m e  M an aging  E ditor o f  th e 
g ro u p  o f  W o m en ’s p u b lica tio n s 
for the co m p an y  w h ich  w as n o w  

p art o f  I.P .C . T h is  g ro u p  

in clu d ed  W o m en ’s W orld, W ife  

a n d  H o m e a n d  W o m e n ’s 

C om panion am ong others. Muriel 

se e m s to  h av e  w ritten  m any 

d ifferen t parts o f  th e  m agazin es 

at d ifferen t tim es, sh ort stories, 
an sw ers to  letters, an  ag o n y  aunt 
co lu m n  e v e n  o cca sio n a lly  th e 
h o r o s c o p e s  w h e n  th e  u su a l 

co n trib u to r w as ill. It u sed  to  

am u se  h e r that sh e , w h o  had  

n e v er m arried  w as d isp en sin g  

ad v ice  o n  brin g in g  u p  ch ild ren , 

‘k e e p in g  y ou r h u sb an d  h a p p y ’, 

an d  p lan n in g  th e  w e e k ’s m eals. 

In  W ife  and  H o m e sh e  w ro te  a 

w eek ly  story about a family w here 

th e  h u sb an d  w as b lin d  and  th e 
daughter crippled, w h ich  w ent on  

fo r  m an y  years. T h e s e  w e re  th e 
so ap s o f  th e w ar years, and  th e

readers to o k  them  very  seriously, 

ev e n  sen d in g  in p re sen ts fo r the 

‘p o o r crip p led  g irl’.

M u riel’s gifts as a w riter are 
w ell k n o w n , sh e  w ill a lw ays b e  
rem e m b e re d  for h e r ch ild re n ’s 
b o o k  o f  3 6 5  B ib le  stories and  
th e  b o o k  w ith  E lizabth  G o u d g e- 

P attern  o f  P e o p le  as w ell as h er 
m any articles and  essays. B u t it 

is as a p o e t that sh e  w ill b e  b e st 

rem em b ered . Sh e b e g a n  to  w rite 

as a ch ild  o f  e le v e n  an d  sh e 

never stopped. Many o f her poem s 

first a p p ea red  in m ag az in es o f  

p o etry  bu t w e re  la ter rep rin ted  

and added to. Several slim volum es 

o f  v erse  ap p ea red  b e tw e e n  1959  

and  1995 . A m on g th e se  w ere  
W alled  G ard en , Stran ded  Shell, 
O n e-R o o m  Flat an d  C lim bing 
Stairs. Through her verse she m ade 

m any friends, including the actress 

A nna M assey  w h o  b e c a m e  an 

ard en t fan  an d  w rote  a forew o rd  

to  O n e -R o o m  Flat. M u rie l’s 

p o etry  w as ex p ress iv e  o f  h er 

ch aracter, sen sitiv e , p ro fou n d ly  

spiritual, filled  w ith  h e r lo v e  for 

p e o p le , literatu re and  art and  
w ith  a d eligh t in w ord s and  

im ag es that tran sform s h e r lin es 
in to  so m eth in g  m agical.

C an I leav e  y o u  w ith  ‘T h e  
G h o st’ in w h ich  w e  se e m  to  

h e ar M uriel sp e ak in g  to  u s...

JEAN BARRACLOUGH

THE GHOST
Who will adopt my house when I  
am  gone-
Look through the leaded  
windows’ bottle panes,
And watch my apple tree 
through every change- 
Blossom and fru it and fallen  
curling leaves,
Taking a chair into the inviting 
sun
As I  do now, to sit there with a 
book,
Absorbing healing silence and  
deep peace?
And will they sense the ghost that 
once was I,
And look up with a  smile as I  
pass by?

MURIEL GRAINGER

At Fellow ship’s Annual M eeting 
in  N o v e m b e r J e a n  D y so n  

resig n ed  as V ice-C h airm an  and  
D o ro th y  U n w in  a g re e d  to  

su cce e d  her. W e learn ed  from  

ou r T reasu rer that, for th e  first 

tim e ever, co n trib u tio n s to  ou r 

w o rk  b y  resid en ts o f  th e Su bu rb  

h ad  to p p ed  £ 1 0 ,0 0 0 . A dd ed  to  

th e  fact that in 19 9 8  w e  rece iv e d  

sev era l su bstan tia l b e q u e s ts , ou r 
a c c o u n ts  a re  lo o k in g  v ery  
healthy .

B u t please don ’t stop giving 
to us so very generously - the 

n e x t ap p ea l w ill b e  co m in g  ou t 

w ith  th e  RA ‘e n v e lo p e s ’ very

sh ortly  an d  I k n o w  y o u  w ill all 

contribute to our work. Necessarily, 

so  m u ch  o f  w h at w e  d o  is 

co n fid e n tia l th a t I c a n  o n ly  

a ssu re  y o u  that an y  m o n ey , 

w h atev er its so u rce , w ill b e  put 

to  v ery  g o o d  u se.

M y a p p e a l, in  an  e a rlie r 

issu e o f  SU B U R B  NEW S, for 

m ore  v o lu n teer h e lp ers y ield ed  

a fe w  m o re  drivers and  ‘tea- 
la d ies ’, If  a n y o n e  ‘ou t th e re ’ has 
a fe w  h o u rs  to  sp a re  e a c h  
m o n th , p le a se  c o n ta c t  e ith e r  
F lo re n c e  C h a m b e rla in  (4 5 5  

1 4 9 1 ) o r  m e (4 5 8  2 8 8 9 ).
EILEEN WHELAN

Institute confident
T h e  few  m em b ers  w h o  tu rn ed  

up  fo r  th e In stitu te S o c ie ty ’s 
A G M  h e a rd  th e  ch a irm a n  

M a lco lm  D av is o u tlin e  th e  
cu rren t situ ation  an d  say  that 

co n tracts  w e re  alm o st read y  to  

b e  e x ch a n g e d . (T h e  In stitu te is 

se llin g  th e site fo r £ 9 m  and  

stay ing  o n  for five y ears ren t 

fre e )  H e said  “W e are  n o w  ab le  

to  g o  forw ard  w ith  co n fid e n c e ”.

M e m b ers  a sk e d  q u e stio n s  

m ostly  a b o u t w h at h a p p en s after 

five years and  w h e re  e lse  th e 

In stitu te  m ig h t b u y  a n o th e r  
bu ild ing . E ileen  W h e la n  ask ed  

a b o u t  u se  o f  M an o r H o u se  

H osp ital w h ich  w ou ld  b e  a lot 
n e a re r  th an  th e M usw ell Hill 
o p tio n . M alco lm  D avis said  that 

th ey  had  b e e n  ex p lo rin g  th e 

p o ssib ility  o f  th e  M usw ell Hill 

bu ild in g  bu t that th e  co u n c il w as 

keeping  alert for any possibilities, 

in c lu d in g  M an or H o u se , that 

m igh t b e  n e a re r  th e  the Su bu rb . 

S u sie  G re g so n  fe lt  th a t th e

m o n e y  ra ise d  b y  th e  sa le , 

“H e n rie tta  B a r n e t t ’s le g a c y ”, 

sh ou ld  rem ain  o n  th e Su bu rb  

and  w as told  b y  th e ch airm an  
that it h ad  alw ays m ad e c lear 
th a t th e  H a m p ste a d  G a rd e n  

Su bu rb  In stitu te w ou ld  rem ain  

o n  th e  Su bu rb .

M ary A m b ro se  ask ed  ab o u t 

b e in g  “k ick e d  o u t” a fter five 

years but M alcolm  Davis thought 

it u n lik ely  “R elation s w ith  the 

sch ool are very good. T h e  sch ool 

u ses th e  bu ild in gs o n ly  during 

the day and it m akes com m ercial 

s e n s e  to  c o n tin u e  w ith  th e  
In stitu te” h e  said. Ja n e  d e Sw iet, 
H ead  o f  H enrietta  B arn ett, said  

she wished to confirm that “relations 
h av e  rem ain ed  h arm o n io u s and  

co n stru ctiv e . It is in  th e b e st 

in terest o f  all parties. N o n e o f  us 

ca n  fo re s e e  th e future bu t w e 

v ery  m u ch  h o p e  w e  w ill 

co n tin u e  to  w o rk  to g eth er as w e  

alw ays h av e  d o n e ”.
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“For Old Times Sake....”
A N T I Q U E  E V E N T S

0181 446 2886 * ^  0836 264336
THE HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB

ANTIQUE
AND COLLECTORS FAIR

AN INTERESTING QUALITY FAIR INCLUDING 
Furnitu re • Je w e lle ry  • W aterco lo u rs • Prints • G lass 

Art D e c o  • C larice C liff • Sh elley  • Su sie  C o o p e r 

Silverw are • L ace • T ex tiles  • C eram ics • P o rce la in

E p h em era  • C lock s • W atch es • P en s • C o m m em orativ es 

P lus m an y o th e r  A ntiqu es an d  C o llectab les 

Full ran g e o f  re fe re n ce  b o o k s  for sale

THE HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB INSTITUTE 
Bigwood House (Bigwood Road) NW11

10am - 5pm SUNDAY 7 FEBRUARY 1999
A d m ission  £ 1 .4 0  (C h ild ren  F re e )  H o m em ad e refresh m en ts
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