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to flying start
with top talks

Writers are interviewed about work

This years Proms at St .Jude's fes.
tival kicked off with an exciting
line-up of talks featuring famous
faces from across the literary
worhl

‘The LitFest Weekend, now in its
third year on the festival schedule,
took place over Satunlay amd Sun-
day at Henrietta Barnett School in
Central Square, Hampstead Gar
den Suburb.

Actress and  athor  Phyllida
Law was the first writer lo take (o
the stage on Saturday, speaking to
broadeaster Piers Plowright about
her new book Three Mothers (and a
crmel), exploring her mother's hat-
the with dementia,

Ms Law was followed by BRC
News health editor Hugh Pym who
spoke about his new book Irside
the Banking Crisis with fellow f-
naneial writer Nick Kochan.

Rev Alan Walker, festival presi-
dent and vicar of 5t Jude-on-the
HIL then spoke to historfan Rich-
ard van Emden about his extensive

==

| Litthe Wolf Gang

work on the First Waorld War
Sunday Times journalist Lynn
Rarber concluded Saturday’s pro-
gramme with an Insight into her
carcer as o celebrity interviewer,
stretching back almost half a cen-
tury
On Sunday there were further
talks from a host of high-profile
figures including journalist Brigid
Keenan and writer Edna O'Brien,
who was In conversation with

B Actress and author Phyllida Law was In!
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There was also a handful of
concerts over the weekend with
musicians Little Wolf Gang draw-
inga large erowd of young and old
into St Jude-on-the-Hill Church in
Central Square for o free lunch
time performance of the classic
children’s symphony FPefer and

ussian art through music
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Lesley brings festival t for ﬂll,mpr oll
rousing patriotic final¢ s, e mm S [&

Soprano dons Union Jack costume for climax of Pror Pages 2-4

by Tim Lamden Jack skirt and red top to Tude the On Saturday, fam
N e TR cLk concert in patriotic fashion, with ren.  Musical Mystery To |
ditions of Jerusalem, Land of Hope  formance by BBC | L
Soprano Lesley Garrett brought a  end Glory and Rule, Britannia! Lucie Skeaping anc |
close to this year’s Proms at 5t Jude’s The concert marked the end of this  dy Skeaping at St
foctival with & rousing performance  year's eightday festival, which began This years fest
alongside the London International  with a two-day literary event on June for chosen chari
Orchestra. 21 and continued throughout last  and Nerth London.

More than 300 people packed into 5t week with musical performances and  £50,000 last year.
Festival trustee Ron Fink

.Iud&o:l-(he-]-li:_lé in Central SqI;:&'?, themed walks in the Suburb. : e =
Hampstead Ganden Suburb, for a sold- +was nice to have much better weather < - &
out performance of the annunl Last i this year and we were very pleased to I Proms at St Jllde S “an IS an
Night of the Proms concert on Sunday  Among the highlights of the week's  have spine new Sponsors, such as Bar- = < 2

The orchestra was conducted by  performances was the Schools Concert clays, Investec and ll;]L;Samceus. H s : =4 - = 7
Paul Bau nd joined by inter-  last Th s starring the Nonesuch =“When vou get to ! trigtic nu ST 3

a eman and j v inter- t Thursday ing the Na e erﬁe\gr'mn'::awm'es ttu:n o . unlgnor&bly blg deal in North

nationally-renowned violinist Vasko  Orchestra and attended by 200 pupils
Vassilev during the twoand-a-half from Garden Suburb Infant School,
hour performance. Annemount Nursery and Pre-prepar-

Ms Garrett performed a number of atory School and Brookland Junior
pieces before changing into a Union  School.

flags and people stand up to sing and
clap. It was very lively

“We gol lots of positive feadback
from the audience.”

London, with big audiences...
= Go to one of these concerts
mosmuees  and you'd instantly dismiss
—_— the lore about classical events
failing to get bums on seats... -
It is the best example I know
of a real community venture,
entirely run by volunteers, with
the proceeds going to charity.
It’s also seriously hospitable:
marquees and things...Google

it and go.’
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What was grabbing the musicians Little Wolf Gang

attention of these young on Saturday.

tots as they sat transfixed The annual festival

this weekend? kicked off with the LitFest
A performance of weekend which took place

classic symphony Peter over Saturday and Sunday

and the Wolf especially at Henrietta Barnett

for children proved a School in Central Square.

hit during the opening For more pictures from

weekend of the Proms at the opening weekend

St Jude’s festival. see page 17, and tum to
Young and old packed page 5 of Etcetera for an

into St Jude-on-the-Hill interview with soprano

church, in Central Square, Leslay Gamett ahead

Hampstead Garden of her Last Night of the

Suburb, for the free Proms performance on

lunchtime performance by Sunday. B Children watch Little Wolf Gang perform Peter and The Wolf  Picture: Nige! Sutton
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John Batten (johnbatten@mac.com) & Michael Eleftheriades (medias@mac.com)
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