
Cypress hedges on the Suburb
O n e o f  th e  m o s t a t t r a c t iv e  
features o f the Garden Suburb is 
th e  p re s e n c e  o f  h e d g e s  w h ich  
unifies not ju s t individual roads, 
bu t th e  a rea  as a w h o le . F rom  
tim e  to  t im e  an d  fo r  v a r io u s  
reasons, existing hedges have to 
be replaced and it then becom es a 
q u e s t io n  o f  w h ic h  v a r ie ty  to  
c h o o s e ;  n o rm a lly  r e s id e n ts  
require a species that is evergreen 
an d  f a s t  g ro w in g  th e re b y  
providing privacy in the shortest 
possible time.

U nfortunate ly  the m ajority  o f 
g a rd en ers  and n u rse ries  a lm ost 
in v a r ia b ly  r e c o m m e n d  th e  
‘L ey land  C y p ress ’ as being  the 
m ost appropriate species - so why 
not?

T h e  L e y la n d  C y p re s s  
(Cupressocyparis leylandii) is a 
hardy variety  o f C ypress w hich 
will attain over 30.00m  (100’0”) 
in less than 50 years. G row th is 
very  rap id  and sh o o ts  o f  up to  
1.00m  (3 ’3 ” ) in len g th  are  not 
uncom m on during one season; in 
th e  m o n th  o f  Ju ly  an d  u n d e r  
favourable conditions it can grow 
up to 100mm (4”) per week. This 
very rapid grow th often appeals 
to those requiring instant privacy; 
how ever, th ere  are m any dow n 
sides to the choice.

F irs t o f  all it is a tree  ra th e r 
than a shrub and therefore much 
m o re  v ig o ro u s  in its  g ro w th  
p a tte rn , m a in te n a n c e  b eco m e s 
very labour intensive in retaining 
a clipped  hedge at a reasonable  
height, and often requires three or 
four cuts per annum. The girth o f 
the trunk also increases in size by 
up to 50m m  (2” ) annually , thus 
creating a noticeable line o f large 
t ru n k s  a c c e n tu a te d  by  th e  
g rad u a lly  d ec rea s in g  fo liag e  at 
th e  lo w e r  le v e l as tim e  
progresses. The sight o f Leyland 
C y p re ss  tre e s  o f  o v e r  10 .00m  
(30’0” ) is quite com m on and this 
o fte n  o r ig in a te s  fro m  a b a d ly  
neglected hedge.

T he roo ts system  is v igo rous 
an d  c re a te s  a d e n se  m a trix  o f  
fibrous roots leading to extrem e 
so il d e s ic c a tio n  in a re la tiv e ly  
short space o f tim e. B ecause o f 
th e  d ry  so il an d  h u n g ry  ro o t 
system  it becom es increasin g ly  
d ifficu lt to estab lish  o ther m ore 
fa v o u ra b le  and  d e lic a te  p lan ts  
an y w h ere  n ea r the hedge. T h is 
o f te n  d e fe a ts  th e  o b je c t  in 
creating conditions for a pleasant 
and a ttractive  garden w here the 
hedge is a very low  key feature 
purely to dem arcate the boundary 
a n d /o r  p ro v id e  a b a c k d ro p  to  
more colourful shrubs and plants.

T he ex trem e  soil d e s icca tio n  
can  a d v e r s e ly  e f f e c t  n e a rb y  
s t r u c tu r e s  a n d  c o n tr ib u te  to  
su b s id e n c e  p ro b le m s. L e y lan d

m oderate or a low w ater demand.
From  an aesthetic  and purely  

d e s ig n  p o in t o f  v iew  C y p re s s  
h e d g e s  a re  g e n e ra l ly  f ro w n e d  
upon because they are not indige­
nous species, and were not part o f 
the o rig in a l d esign  co n cep t fo r 
th e  G a rd e n  S u b u rb . C y p re s s  
hedges also tend to die o ff for no 
apparent reason and form areas o f 
brown die back and dead foliage, 
w h ic h  is o f  c o u rs e  m o s t 
unsightly.

It should also be rem em bered 
th a t T ru st g u id e lin es  fo r hedge 
heights are 1.00m (3 ’3”) for front 
g a rd e n s  and  2 .0 0 m  (6 ’6 ” ) fo r  
re a r  g a rd e n s . M o st re a so n a b le  
nurseries provide hedging plants 
o f the more com m on varieties at 
the suggested  m axim um  heights

Line of trunks in a cypress hedge

C y p re s s  a re  c la s s e d  by th e  
B uilding Research Establishm ent 
as hav ing  a high  w ater dem and 
and are therefore to be avoided in 
close proxim ity to buildings. The 
c h a n g in g  w e a th e r p a tte rn  w ith  
d ry  c o n d it io n s  th ro u g h  w in te r  
and sum m er can also accentuate 
the p rob lem s w ith  roo t ac tiv ity  
affecting  structures w hich often 
leads to subsidence.

It is therefore m ore advisable 
to plant an evergreen hedge using 
sh ru b  v a rie tie s  su ch  as P riv e t, 
E la e a g n u s , an d  E u o n y m u s , o r 
tree species such as H olly, Yew 
o r B eech , w h ich  hav e  e ith e r  a

and therefore the long w ait for a 
hedge to establish need not be a 
consideration.

It is very im portant to choose a 
hedge species which m arries into 
th e  o v e ra ll la n d scap e  and  th u s 
c o n t in u e s  th e  h o m o g e n e o u s  
e ffe c t c re a te d  in w h o le  s tre e ts  
w ith the sam e hedge variety. To 
s u d d e n ly  in t ro d u c e  an a lie n  
h e d g e  s p e c ie s  d e s t ro y s  th e  
harm ony o f the landscape and is 
ill advised.

If  you requ ire  free adv ice  on 
h e d g e s  an d  v a r ie t i e s  p le a s e  
co n tac t the H am p stead  G arden  
Suburb Trust. Anthony George

Top marks for Brookland School Big fun walk
B ro o k lan d  In fan t S choo l is on 
top form , scoring high in all the 
n a tio n a l c u r r ic u lu m  s u b je c ts ,  
according to a school inspectors’ 
report.

The report said that the school 
‘p ro v id ed  a w arm , ca rin g  and 
s tim u la tin g  en v iro n m en t w hich  
s u p p o r ts  p o s i t iv e  a t t i tu d e s  to  
learning with equal opportunities 
for a ll .’ It p raised  staff, parents 
and governors, saying their jo in t 
e f f o r ts  w e re  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  
c re a tin g  an a tm o sp h e re  w h ere  
ch ild ren  w ere able to reach  the 
h ig h e s t  s ta n d a rd s  a c ro s s  th e  
board.

B rookland Infant School, Hill 
Top, H am pstead G arden Suburb, 
was visited by a team o f inspec­
to r s  f ro m  th e  e d u c a t io n  
w a tc h d o g , O fs te d  (O ff ic e  fo r  
S tandards in E d u catio n ) ea rlie r 
this year and their report has now 
been published.

The inspectors w ere specially  
im p re s s e d  by  th e  p u p ils  w h o  
were seen as shining exam ples o f 
k e e n  y o u n g  w o rk e rs  an d  
e x c e lle n t l is te n e rs . T h ey  w ere  
co n fid en t and a rticu la te , p o lite  
and helpful, and m ade a positive 
co n tribu tion  to  the h igh  quality  
marks gained by the school.

T e a c h in g  s ta n d a rd s  w e re  
described as ‘outstanding’. W ell- 
p la n n e d  le s s o n s  a n d  h ig h

e x p e c ta t io n s  c o m b in e d  to  
p ro d u ce  firs t c la ss  resu lts  w ith  
E n g lis h ,  s c ie n c e ,  p h y s ic a l  
education, music and design and 
technology being singled out for 
special praise.

A n d  th e  in s p e c to r s  d id  n o t 
confine them selves to academ ic 
s ta n d a rd s  a lo n e . T h ey  lo o k e d  
c lo s e ly  a t th e  f in a n c ia l  an d  
a d m in is tra t iv e  ru n n in g  o f  th e  
s c h o o l , w h ic h  th e y  re g a rd  as 
having an equally im portant part 
to play in providing high quality 
education . H ere too  they found  
the sam e effic ien t approach and 
good m anagem ent producing the 
s t ro n g  s u p p o r t  an d  b a c k -u p  
n e ed ed  to  m a in ta in  a w e ll- ru n  
school.

H e a d te a c h e r  S h e ila  A b b o tt  
w elcom ed the report, saying that 
she w as p lea sed  the  in sp ec to rs  
had ‘recognised  the contribution 
m a d e  by a ll th e  s t a f f  to  th e  
school’s developm ent. The staff, 
governors, parents and pupils are 
all proud  o f our school and the 
p o s i t iv e  ro le  it p la y s  in  th e  
local com m unity ,’ she said. ‘W e 
sh a ll b u ild  on  th is  re p o r t  an d  
continue to w ork hard to give all 
o u r  c h i ld r e n ,  w h a te v e r  th e i r  
a b i l i ty ,  th e  b e s t  p o s s ib le  
ed u ca tio n  in hap p y  and secu re  
surroundings.’

Ray McKay

Eddie Caplin, Gerry Mansell, Robert Vigars, John Marshall MP and Leonie Stephen

Trust Christmas Luncheon
In  w e lc o m in g  h is  g u e s ts  
Chairm an Eddie Caplin said that 
he was pleased that the listing o f 
so m any S uburb  p ro p ertie s  had  
been announced. In this connec­
tio n  he p a r t ic u la r ly  w a n te d  to  
thank  M ervyn M iller fo r all the 
hard work he had put in to make 
it happen, and John M arshall M P 
fo r  a c c e le r a t in g  th e  l i s t in g  
process.

Review ing the year, he said he 
was glad that a traffic plan, jo in t 
w ith  the R A , w as on p ap e r bu t 
there was a long way to go before 
im plem entation.

O n th e  In s ti tu te  q u e s tio n  he 
said he hoped for “long harm ony 
on C entral Square. There are no

issues blocking settlem ent, it is a 
m atter o f goodw ill.”

H e th a n k e d  L ad y  H o w ie  fo r 
her tim e on the T rust C ouncil and 
looked forw ard  to w orking w ith 
new m em ber M ervyn M andell.

T urning to R obert V igars, who 
is retiring from  A shdale, he said 
he “has been a true guard ian  o f 
the Suburb” .

Gerry M ansell m ade a presen­
tation to R obert V igars and said, 
“ N o t m any  kn o w  w h a t p a r t he 
has played in the conservation o f 
the Suburb. As ground  land lord  
fo r  27  y e a rs  o n e  m ig h t h a v e  
expected him  to be hardfaced but 
in fact he has been m ost enlight­
ened. T he G arden Suburb  ow es

him an enorm ous am ount for his 
decision  to tran sfer to the T rust 
the A shdale leases on the Suburb 
w hich  m ean t th a t the T rust had 
reverted  to the pow er o f the old 
T rust.”

R o b e r t  V ig a rs  s a id  he  h ad  
alw ays en joyed  his re la tio n sh ip  
w ith the T rust and w as sure  he 
and his wife were going to enjoy 
th e  S u b u rb  w a te r c o lo u r  w ith  
which he had been presented.

Leonie Stephen, R A  C hairm an, 
on  b e h a l f  o f  a ll th e  g u e s ts  
th a n k e d  th e  T ru s t  fo r  th e i r  
hospitality and said that it was a 
g rea t p leasu re  to m eet so m any 
people  w ho w ere involved  w ith 
the Suburb. Richard Wakefield

O pposition  to new  house

Following on from the enormously 
successfu l w alk in M arch 1996, 
the North W est Support Group of 
the North London Hospice centred 
at Fellow ship House, H am pstead 
G arden Suburb , w ill be ho ld ing  
th e ir  1997 S p o n so red  B ig  Fun 
Walk on Sunday 16 March 1997. It 
starts at 10 am at E ast F inchley  
Underground Station forecourt and 
the springtime trek passes through 
the London parks for 7.5 miles and 
ends at Westminster, with refresh­
ments and celebrity stops en route.

Anyone wishing to take part, for 
either all or part of the way, should 
please contact Gillian on 0181 458 
9044  or V iv ien n e  on 0181 203 
5131, for registration forms.

Special Announcement
Are you a Henrietta Barnett School 
old girl, who left in 1946/47/48, or 
do you know anyone who is?

A reunion is planned for 1997, 
and any in fo rm a tio n  w o u ld  be 
welcome.

Please contact: Cynthia Landis 
on 0171 286 1162 o r A lm a 
Smullen on 0181 202 8764.

R e c e n tly  10 L in n e l l  D r iv e  
(Linnell End) was sold for £1.65 
m illion. This is a large house at 
the end o f L innell Drive backing 
on to the H eath  E xtension . T he 
h o u se  h as 10 b e d ro o m s  an d  a 
private tennis court in the garden. 
For over 30 years it w as ow ned 
by M r G am m ell. Previous ow ners 
h av e  in c lu d e d  th e  P a c k e n h a m  
fam ily and A ntonia F razer spent 
her childhood there.

O riginally the house and a part

o f  the  garden  w ere  on separa te  
le a s e s ,  a l th o u g h  th e y  w e re  
m e rg e d  w h e n  th e  p ro p e r ty  
b e c a m e  f r e e h o ld .  T h e  n ew  
o w n e r , M ic h a e l K e a ts , w h o se  
fam ily live in H eathgate, is trying 
to  p ro v e  th a t w hen  th e  S u b u rb  
was laid out there was a separate 
bu ild in g  p lo t betw een  8 and 10 
L in n e ll D rive  and th is ex p la in s 
w hy th e re  w ere  tw o leases. H e 
has app lied  to  B arnet to bu ild  a 
new  6 bedroom  detached  house

on th is land. T he ap p lica tio n  is 
being vigorously opposed by the 
Trust, R esidents A ssociation and 
all the o ther residents o f L innell 
Drive.

In the m eantim e M ichael Keats 
has p u t the  o rig in a l house , less 
the land on the garden lease, back 
on the m arket for £1.75 m illion.

C M Kellerman
Late News
LB B arn et has refused  p lann ing  
perm ission for this proposal.

New and changed RA Committees
Please update the entry under Residents Association 
Standing Committees on page 17 of your current Suburb 
Directory 1996-1997.

is & Open Spaces Events
Spencer H udson (Chn) * Elizabeth G rundrey (Chn)
(458 1288) * Gerlinde Bates ( Hon Sec)
Miss G eorgina M alcolm * Jean Barraclough
(Sec) * Joan Beales
Peter Beesley * D orothea Brandes
Chris Dickinson * Irene Kloepter
Colin Gregory * Caroline Lazar
M ichael Holton * Ruth Smith
M rs Sally Lewis Leonie Stephen
Tim  Neal
Mrs Leonie Stephen
Douglas Thomas

A New Committee
T he R esid en ts  A sso cia tio n  now  
has an Events C om m ittee w hich 
will be providing our com m unity 
w ith  a v a rie ty  o f  fu tu re  a ttra c ­
tions - from  social to sporting and 
m usical to dram atic. Coach tours 
to  s ta te ly  h o m es and  g a rd e n s?  
L e c tu r e s  by  d is t in g u is h e d  
s p e a k e rs?  D in n e rs  o r d a n c e s?  
W hat do you w ant it to provide, 
from  next autum n onw ards? All 
id e a s  a n d  o f f e r s  o f  h e lp  a re  
w elcom e - on a postcard please, 
to  the  C hairm an , 30 Southw ay, 
N W 1 1 6RU.

It is this comm ittee which will 
be running the S uburb’s festival 
weekend, 21-22 June (see page 4).

P R HARTLEY

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT & 
LICENSED AUDITOR

Accounting and Taxation Service

Call 0181-455 7639 
0171-377 9996

Fax 0171-375 0900

HEATHGATE
Residential Sales Lettings & Property Management

A small company with a big business selling and letting 
properties in The Suburb and surrounding areas. 

Please contact Vivienne Harris on

0171-435 3344
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