
U n su n g  h ero s
O ur p ic tu re  s h o w s  J e s s ic a  J a ffa , 
sea ted , w h o  su ffers from  the rare 
d i s a b l i n g  c o n d i t i o n  R e t t  
S y n d r o m e ,  h e r  m o t h e r  L o r n a  
J a ffa  and  Y v o n n e  O liv e r  on  the  
R ett S y n d r o m e  A s s o c ia t io n  U K  
stand  at th e recen t C raft Fair.

In 1 9 9 0  L o r n a  J a f fa  b e c a m e  
C h a ir m a n  o f  th e  c h a r ity  w h ic h  
p r o v id e s  su p p ort fo r  paren ts and  
carers w h o s e  d au gh ters h a v e  the  
co n d itio n .

L o r n a  a n d  R o n n ie  J a f fa  a re  
gratefu l for  th e fa ct that P eter  and  
Y v o n n e  O l i v e r  h a v e  b e c o m e

tru stees and sa y  “th ey  h a v e  b een  
f a n t a s t ic  in  th e  w a y  t h e y  h a v e  
th r o w n  t h e m s e l v e s  in t o  f u n d ­
r a is in g  s in c e  th e  d a y  th e y  m e t  
J e s s ic a  in 1991 o u ts id e  th e  T e a  
H o u se  a fter a S uburb  W a lk . P eter  
a n d  Y v o n n e  m a d e  t h e  R e t t  
S y n d ro m e A s so c ia t io n  o n e  o f  the  
b e n e f ic ia r ie s  o f  m o n e y  ra ised  b y  
th e  C ra ft F a ir , w h ic h  th en  th e y  
w e r e  r u n n in g  at th e  t im e ,  a n d  
s in c e  th en  h a v e  h e lp e d  to  m a k e  
s u b s t a n t i a l  a m o u n t s  f o r  t h e  
ch arity  in o th er w a y s .”

Richard Wakefield

SCF A n n u a l Fair
sea so n a l g if ts , b r ic -a -b rac , p lan ts, 
b o o k s  an d  c h i ld r e n ’s to y s  w e r e  
p a r t i c u la r ly  p o p u la r ,  a s  w e r e  
c a k e s  a n d  t h e  p l o u g h m a n ’ s 
l u n c h e s .  T h e  b r a n c h  l o o k s  
fo r w a r d  to  n e x t  y e a r ’ s e v e n t  in  
N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 7  - w a t c h  t h i s  
sp ace!

Jen Wright

Late start for 
recycling scheme
O ther b o ro u g h s h a v e  had d o o r  to  
d oor  recy c lin g  sc h e m e s  for years, 
and n o w  B arnet is fo l lo w in g  su it. 
E a r ly  t h i s  y e a r  a tr ia l  a r e a  o f  
1 5 ,0 0 0  h o u seh o ld s  w ill h a v e  w a ste  
p a p e r  c o l l e c t e d  b y  7 > tfra B a rn et  
R e fu se . T h is  w il l  b e  e x te n d e d  in  
A pril to c o v er  the w h o le  borou gh . 
A l s o  in  A p r i l  a t r ia l  a r e a  o f  
h o u se h o ld s  w ill  h a v e  r e c y c la b le s  
su c h  as g la s s  c o n ta in e r s ,  p a p er , 
ca n s and p la stic  b o tt le s  c o lle c te d . 
R e s id e n ts  w ill  b e  is s u e d  w ith  re­
u sab le  b o x es  for recy c la b le  w aste .
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BROOKLAND 
BUILDING SERVICES

Would like to announce the introduction of a
HANDYMAN

service to take care of all those odd jobs for 
which you were never quite certain whom to call.

This will operate in addition to our normal activi­
ties, which are now confined solely to the Suburb, 
so for prompt attention to all your building and 
decorating requirements, repair and maintenance 
problems and those really annoying but unavoid­
able little jobs, just call

Philip Michaelides
on

458 5833

H G S  T r u s t  L i s t e d

T h e B arnet &  F in c h le y  branch o f  
S a v e  the C h ild ren  F un d  h e ld  their  
v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  A n n u a l F a ir  in  
F e l lo w s h ip  H o u se  on  S atu rd ay  9  
N o v e m b e r . T h e  o r g a n ise r s , G a il 
P eter sen  and  Jen  W rig h t, w o u ld  
l i k e  to  th a n k  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  
su p p orted  the e v e n t  b y a tten d in g  
o r  b y  d o n a t i o n s .  S C F  c a r d s ,

FLUTE, RECORDER, PIANO 
GENERAL MUSIC LESSONS 

on the Suburb
Professional, enthusiastic 

teacher; graduate of 
Royal Academy of Music

A ll a g es  &  a b ilit ie s  w e lc o m e .  
E a sy  p ark in g , or can  v is it . 
Free consultation lesson 

Rebecca Austen-Brown 
0181 905 5425

The Blue Peter 
Great Bring & 
Buy Sale for 
Leprosy
W h e n  s e v e r a l  S u b u r b  c h i ld r e n  
d is c o v e r e d  that th e y  had  a ll sen t  
o f f  fo r  th e  B lu e  P e te r  L e p r o s y  
S a l e  P a c k  t h e y  d e c i d e d  to  
c o m b in e  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e  r e s u l t  
w a s  th e  grea t B r in g  &  B u y  S a le  
a t t h e  F r e e  C h u r c h  H a l l .  T h e  
S u b u r b  S a l e ,  h e ld  o n  2 0 t h  
D e c e m b e r ,  w a s  o n e  o f  m a n y  
h u n d r e d s  w h ic h  t o o k  p la c e  up  
and d o w n  the cou n try .

T h e  in s t ig a t o r s ,  G e m m a  a n d  
A n n a  W o o r a ll, N a ta sh a  R ad jab i, 
A lic e  K e r sh b e r g , R ich a rd  O rm e  
a n d  R o b in  B ir c h ,  h a d  m a s s iv e  
h e lp  from  parents and fr ien d s on  
th e  d a y . T h ere  w ere  a v a r ie ty  o f  
sta lls  - b o o k s , ca k es , p lan ts , b ric-  
a - b r a c ,  t o y s ,  a n d  a C h r is t m a s  
s ta ll. T e a s , c a k e s  an d  h o t m in c e  
p ie s  w ere  a v a ila b le .

A d d e d  a t t r a c t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  
‘b u s k e r s ’ p l a y i n g  s p o n s o r e d  
C h r is t m a s  c a r o l s  ( L i s a ,  L u c y ,  
N a t a s h a  a n d  K a t ie )  a n d  h a ir  
b e a d in g  (M r s . N g  a n d  L o u is e ) .  
T h e  to ta l ra ised  w a s  £ 4 6 1 .2 0 p , a 
m a g n if ic e n t  e ffort.

T h e  m o n e y  w ill  b rin g  not ju s t  a 
cu re , b u t w il l  a ls o  sa v e  p a tie n ts  
from  th e  heartb reak  o f  r e jec tio n . 
T h ere  are m ore  than tw o  m illio n  
p e o p le  s u f f e r in g  fr o m  le p r o s y  
w o r ld -w id e  and an e s tim a ted  fou r  
m illio n  o th ers w h o  h a v e  d isa b ili­
t ie s  as a resu lt o f  the d isea se .

T h e  a v e r a g e  c o s t  o f  c u r in g  
lep ro sy  is  £21  per p atient.

John Birch

Suburb Mums 
into Actionstep

Jill Murphy poses with children at Annemount at last summer's fete

N o  b a d  s p e l l s  fo r  J il l  M u r p h y
Jill Murphy, a resident of Hampstead Garden Suburb, is a popular children’s author. Her best- 
known books are the four volumes of “The Worst Witch” series, featuring Mildred Hubble, a 
pupil at Miss Cackle’s academy for witches. On a freezing December day, we went to meet her.

W r it t e n  w h e n  s h e  w a s  th in g ” , 
e i g h t e e n ,  “ T h e  W o r s t  W i t c h ” J ill d esc r ib es  h e r s e lf  as “a sort

H a m p s t e a d  G a r d e n  S u b u r b  
m u m s step p ed  in to  a c tio n  to  take  
part in  an a ero b ic s  S tep a th o n  in  
aid  o f  the C h ild ren ’s L eu k a em ia  
T rust and the P a v ilio n  C h ild ren ’s 
C en tre P la y g ro u p . T h e  S tep ath on  
t o o k  p l a c e  in  t h e  H a m p s t e a d  
G a r d e n  S u b u r b  I n s t i t u t e ,  in  
c o n j u n c t io n  w it h  th e  P a v i l i o n  
S u m m e r  F e s t i v a l .  T w e n t y  
P la y g ro u p  m u m s w ere  sp o n so red  
t o  s t e p  c o n t i n u o u s l y  f o r  o n e  
h o u r .  P r o c e e d s  f r o m  t h e  
S t e p a t h o n  a n d  t h e  P a v i l i o n  
F estiv a l ra ffle  to ta lled  a d o n a tio n  
o f  £ 2 , 3 0 0  f o r  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s 
L e u k a e m ia  W a rd  at th e  R o y a l  
F ree  H o sp ita l.

T h e  P a v ilio n  - a p aren t/tod d ler  
p l a y g r o u p  - i s  a r e g i s t e r e d  
c h a r i t y  ru n  b y  a g r o u p  o f  
v o lu n te e r s . B a s e d  in  th e  c r ick e t  
p a v i l i o n  in  L y t t e l t o n  p l a y i n g  
f i e l d s ,  t h e  1 9 9 6  a n n u a l  
f u n d r a i s i n g  F e s t i v a l  r a i s e d  
a lm o st  £ 5 ,0 0 0  for  the u p k eep  o f  
the C entre.
Laura Barnett, Pavilion Committee 
Tel: 0181 458 8925

in c lu d e s  c h a r a c te r s  b a s e d  u p o n  
rea l p e o p le :  J ill g o t  th e  in sp ir a ­
t io n  f o r  M ild r e d  H u b b le  f r o m  
h e r s e lf .  “ E v e r y th in g  I d id  w e n t  
w r o n g ,” sh e  c o m m e n ts , r e f le c t in g  
o n  her d a y s at a co n v e n t  sc h o o l;  
M ild r e d ’s fa te  is  sim ilar.

S h e  sen t “T h e  W orst W itc h ” to  
s e v e r a l  p u b lis h e r s  a ll o f  w h o m  
re jec ted  it, c la im in g  that it w o u ld  
n o t  b e  l ik e d  b y  c h i ld r e n .  F iv e  
y e a r s  la t e r ,  a f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  
C h e ls e a  A rts S c h o o l  an d  tr a v e l­
l i n g  to  G h a n a ,  J i l l  w a s  s t i l l  
d e t e r m in e d  to  b e  p u b lis h e d ,  “ I 
ju s t  k n ew  I sh o u ld n ’t g iv e  up  on  
i t . ” R e t u r n in g  to  E n g la n d ,  s h e  
w a s  in t r o d u c e d  to  a s m a l l  
p u b l i s h i n g  f i r m ,  A l l i s o n  a n d  
B u s b y , w h o  p rin ted  f iv e  th ou san d  
c o p i e s  o f  h e r  b o o k .  It w a s  a 
b e s ts e lle r  and to d a y , tw en ty -fo u r  
y ears later, it still is.

“ T h e  W o r s t  W it c h ” r e c e iv e d  
e x t r e m e l y  g o o d  r e v i e w s ,  
in c lu d in g  L e o n  G a r fie ld ’s in  The 
Spectator, c a l l i n g  it  “ t h e  r e a l

Refit for 
Pavilion

L o c a l sp o rtsm en  and th e P a v ilio n  
C h ild ren ’s C en tre w ill  b e  g la d  to  
k n o w  th a t L B  B a r n e t  s a y s  th a t  
w o rk  w il l  start in  th e  S p r in g  on  
r e p l a c e m e n t  h e a t i n g  a n d  h o t  
w a ter  s y s te m s . T h e  sh o w e r  area  
w il l  b e  e x p a n d e d  w ith  n o n -s l ip  
f lo o r  and w a ll t ile s .

Community News.

o f  c h ild  p r o d ig y ” , in h er itin g  her  
w ritin g  ta len ts from  her m oth er, a 
lib rar ian , an d  her d ra w in g  s k il ls  
from  her father. S h e  w a s en co u r ­
a g e d  to  w r ite  fro m  a y o u n g  a g e  
and b eg a n  p u ttin g  b o o k s  to g eth er , 
w ith  a stap ler, w h en  sh e w a s  s ix . 
J il l  w a s  a ls o  in f lu e n c e d  b y  th e  
m a g i c  o f  C .S .  L e w i s ’ s 
“C h r o n ic le s  o f  N a rn ia ” and  n o w  
d e s c r ib e s  h im  a s  “ an  a b s o lu t e  
g e n iu s ” .

J ill s till w r ites  a ll her id ea s  in  
e x e r c is e  b o o k s  and d o e s  n o t h a v e  
a w o rd -p ro cesso r , partly b e c a u se  
sh e  is  co n cern ed  w ith  the w a y  in  
w h ic h  co m p u ters  and ca lcu la to rs  
c a n  m a k e  p e o p l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
ch ild ren , la zy .

S h e  h a s  a l s o  w r i t t e n  m a n y  
p ic t u r e  b o o k s  f o r  y o u n g e r  
c h i ld r e n ,  i n c lu d in g  “ P e a c e  A t  
L a s t” ; “W h a te v e r  N e x t? ” ; “F iv e  
M in u te s  P e a c e ” , w in n e r  o f  T h e  
B e s t  B o o k  for  B a b ie s  A w a rd , and  
“ T h e  L a s t  N o o n o o ” . S h e  g o t  
m a n y  o f  her id ea s  fo r  h er b o o k s

w h e n  sh e  w a s  “tin y ” , but “P e a c e  
A t L a s t ” w a s  o r ig in a l ly  a s to r y  
sh e  to ld  a b o y  sh e  w a s  a n a n n y  
for, fo l lo w in g  a n o is y  in c id en t in  
the h o u se .

J i l l  i l lu s t r a t e s  a l l  h e r  b o o k s  
h e r s e lf  an d  d e sc r ib e s  d ra w in g  as  
“ l ik e  b r e a th in g ” . H o w e v e r ,  s h e  
p r e f e r s  t h e  w r i t i n g  b e c a u s e  
i l lu s tr a tio n s  are “hard w o r k ” , as  
th e y  are s o  t im e - c o n s u m in g .  “ I 
l i k e  [ t h e  b o o k s ]  t o  b e  r e a l l y  
g o o d , ” s h e  c o m m e n t s  a n d  i s  
w o r k in g  o n  a f e w  id e a s  a t t h e  
m o m e n t .  A  lo o k  a t t h e  c o lo u r  
i l lu stra tio n s in  h er p ic tu re  b o o k s  
s h o w s  th e  c a re  w h ic h  h a s  g o n e  
in to  th e m . I f  p e a c e  i s  n e e d e d ,  
illu stra tors are a llo w e d  to  w o rk  at 
t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  h e r  p r e s e n t  
p u b lish ers , W a lk er  b o o k s .

J ill d o e s  m o st  o f  her w r it in g  at 
h er h o m e  in  H a m p s te a d  G a rd en  
S u b u r b ,  m o v i n g  h e r e  in  1 9 9 0  
after  l iv in g  in  C o rn w a ll. S h e  lik e s  
t h e  S u b u r b  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  “ a s  
c o u n t r i f i e d  a s  y o u  c a n  g e t  in  
L o n d o n ” . Lucy Handley and 

Louise Edwards

Superb programme for the

Expert Travel Ltd
7 8 2  F in c h le y  R o a d , L o n d o n  N W 1 1 7 T H  

Tel: 0181 458 9166 • Fax: 0181 458 6315
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FREE BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE
with every holiday - minimum cost £500 (on production of this advertisement)

CLUB MED SPECIALISTS
E IL A T  • F L O R ID A  • F A R  E A S T  • A U S T R A L I A  • H O N G  K O N G  

Open Saturday/Sunday morning I at  A 9123151ABTA 28190

fifth Proms at St Jude's
Barry Millington of B B C  M u s i c  M a g a z i n e  and T i m e s  music 
reviewer, who lives in Denman Drive, has with his committee, put 
together a really first class programme for this summer’s Proms.

T h ey  start on  June 2 4  w ith  the  
C oven t Garden C ham ber orchestra, 
conducted  by O w ain  A rw el H ughes, 
in  an a m b it io u s  p r o g r a m m e  o f  
m u s ic  b y  E r ich  K o r n g o ld , E th e l  
Sm yth and Percy Grainger.

Robert M ax w ill be the so lo ist in 
K o r n g o ld ’s C e l lo  C o n c e r to . T h e  
baritone D avid  W ilson-Johnson w ill 
be taking part in the G rainger fo lk  
s o n g  s e t t in g s  w ith  th e  J o y f u l  
C o m p a n y  o f  S in g e r s . H u m p h rey  
B u rton  w ill  o p en  the p ro ceed in g s  
and conduct Ethel S m yth ’s Overture 
to The Wreckers.

The fo llo w in g  even in g  w ill see  an 
a t tr a c t iv e  p r o g r a m m e  o f  I ta lia n  
baroque m usic for soprano trumpet 
and continuo with Deborah Calland, 
trumpet.

Thursday n ight’s concert w ill be 
b y  th e  l e a d in g  in te r n a t io n a l  
en sem b le the C hilingirian Quartet.

O n F riday June 27  the in tern a­
t io n a l ly  a c c la im e d  s o p r a n o  J i l l

G om ez and pianist Julian D rake w ill 
g iv e  a r e c ita l  in c lu d in g  c a b a r e t  
so n g s by B ritten , W e ill, G ersh w in  
and C ole  Porter.

B enjam in Britten’s opera Noye’s 
Fludde w i l l  ro u n d  o f f  th e  
program m e on Saturday 28. A  large 
c a s t  and  o rch estr a  w il l  b e  draw n  
from  lo ca l sc h o o ls  and the Y ou th  
M u sic  C en tre led  by p ro fe ss io n a l  
so lo is ts  and under the d irection  o f  
A reta  B r e e z e . E m a n u e l H u rw itz , 
w h o played  in the first perform ance 
under Benjam in Britten, w ill a lso  be 
taking part.
‘Friends of the Proms’
F o r  a d o n a t io n  o f  £ 2 5  y o u  ca n  
b ecom e a Friend o f  the Prom s at St 
Jude’s, your nam e w ill appear in the 
Prom s program m e and you  w ill be 
e n t i t l e d  to  tw o  c o m p lim e n t a r y  
tick ets to a con cert o f  your ch o ice  
during the festival. Send cheques to 
M u s ic  A id ,  5 5  D e n m a n  D r iv e  
South, N W 11. Jocelyn Selson

Telephone 0181-458 4422

W.M. GLENDINNING
LIMITED

Building Contractors 
& Decorators
FOUNDED IN LONDON IN 1904 
SEVENTY YEARS BUILDING ON 
HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB

66-70 GRANVILLE ROAD, 
CHILDS HILL. NW2 2LA.
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