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T he Residents Association’s 
Trees and Open Spaces 
Committee has been very active 
th is  y e a r  u n d e r  th e  v e ry  a b le  
le a d e rsh ip  o f  S p e n c e r H u d so n . 
V ery close and active liaison w ith 
the T ru st and B arnet C ouncil is 
now taking place and it is hoped 
that this w ill m inim ise problem s 
th a t h av e  o c c u rre d  in  th e  p a s t 
w here trees have been  rem oved  
o r lo p p ed  u n n e c e ssa rily . S om e 
m em bers o f this com m ittee have 
volunteered  to jo in  B arn e t’s tree 
w arden training schem e and their 
new ly acquired expertise w ill be 
o f  in v a lu a b le  b e n e f i t  to  th e  
Suburb. A particularly  im portant 
m atter currently being pursued is 
th e  r e in s ta te m e n t  o f  s in g le  
species trees on Suburb roads.

A s a lw a y s  CONSAM 
(C o n s e r v a t io n  an d  A m e n it ie s  
C o m m itte e )  has d e v o te d  m uch  
tim e  to  c o n s id e r in g  v a r io u s  
planning applications for altering 
e x is t in g  p ro p e r t ie s  an d  to  th e  
m a n y  in f r in g e m e n ts  to  th e  
p la n n in g  la w s  th a t  o c c u r . 
H o w ev er, on the  m ore p o sitiv e  
s id e , th is  c o m m it te e  h a s  n o w  
in s t ig a te d  an  Architectural 
Merit Award to  e n c o u ra g e  
residents to carry out sym pathetic 
im provem ents and restoration  to 
th e i r  p r o p e r t ie s .  A n o th e r  
a c h ie v e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  th e  
publication o f the first o f several 
Walks Booklets for the Suburb - 
this one is entitled The Artisans' 
Quarter.

In conjunction  w ith the Trust, 
th e  Residents Association has
su bm itted  an A pp lica tion  to the 
M i lle n n iu m  C o m m is s io n  fo r  
funds to build a Suburb Centre. 
T h e  p ro p o s a l  is fo r  a n ew  
build ing  close to C entral Square 
to  p ro v id e  fo r a sm all m useum  
and exhibition space for displays 
about H am pstead G arden Suburb; 
a c c o m m o d a tio n  fo r  th e  
H a m p s te a d  G a rd e n  S u b u rb  
A rch ives T rustees w ith  research  
and educational fac ilities  linked 
to  th e  m u s e u m ; ro o m s  fo r  
co m m u n ity  use; a sh o p /g a lle ry  
se llin g  b o o k s  and  p a in tin g s  o f  
local in terest and a cafe/refresh- 
m e n t a re a  fo r  r e s id e n ts  a n d  
visitors to m eet and socialise. The 
RA e x p e c t  to  b e  a d v is e d  
s o m e tim e  th is  m o n th  by  th e  
M illennium  C om m ission w hether 
th e ir A p p lica tio n  is to be “ long 
listed” for m ore detailed  consid­
eration.

They sang at St Paul's
Eleanor Ryle and Christine 

Cunnold, m em bers o f St Ju d e’s 
choir received their D ean’s 

A w ard at a service at St P au l’s 
Cathedral and were able to sing 

with the choir o f St P au l’s on 
N ovem ber 23

A Study in to  v ie w s  o f  
residen ts and the ir aw areness o f 
their Residents Association has 
ju s t  b e e n  c o m p le te d  a n d  th e  
r e s u l ts  a re  c u r r e n t ly  u n d e r  
consideration by the RA Council. 
The survey involved the random  
selection o f som e 270 households 
and the subsequent in terv iew  o f 
50  re s id e n ts . T h e  m o s t s a lie n t 
problem  experienced by residents 
w as in respect o f the volum e of 
through traffic and the am ount o f 
o n -s tre e t p a rk in g . O th e r is su es  
co n cern ed  the  lack  o f a cen tra l 
m e e tin g  p la c e , la c k  o f  p u b lic  
toilets and neglect o f  areas such 
as N o r th w a y  G a rd e n s .  M u c h  
c o n fu s io n  a p p a re n tly  e x is ts  in 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  ro le s  o f  th e  
T ru s t  a n d  th e  R e s id e n ts  
A ssociation . Som e residen ts felt 
th a t  th e  R A  la c k e d  te e th  an d  
should be m ore pro-active. All of 
these m atters w ill be the subject 
o f  c lo s e  s c r u t in y  by  th e  RA 
Council o v e r  th e  n e x t few  
m o n th s  an d  it  is h o p e d  th a t  
positive steps can be taken to take 
on board som e, if  not all, o f the 
very in teresting  issues that have 
been raised. The RA is extrem ely 
in d e b te d  to  S u b u rb  r e s id e n t ,  
G erald  de G root, fo r o rgan ising  
this very revealing survey.

Neville Silver

G o r d o n  H u d s o n
SURVEYORS & ESTATE AGENTS
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TIMES PAST
I w as m o s t in te re s te d  in  th e  
articles, ‘Tim es P ast’ in the recent 
ed itio n s o f  Suburb News; they  
brought back so many memories. 
M y h u sb a n d  an d  I a re  v e ry  
fo rtunate to receive copies from  
M rs H o lly n  an d  a lth o u g h  it is 
m an y  y e a rs  s in c e  w e le f t  th e  
S ub u rb  we a lw ay s fin d  it m ost 
interesting reading.

M y roo ts are ce rta in ly  in the 
S u b u rb . M y fa th e r ,  E rn e s t  
Bellingham , lived at the bottom of 
E rs k in e  H ill fo r  2 o r  3 y e a rs  
before he m arried my m other in 
1 9 13. T h e y  s e t up  h o m e  in 
D enm an Drive - I rem em ber my 
father telling me that he was taken 
up  in to  p a r t o f  th e  sp ire  o f  St 
Jude’s when it was being built and 
the fantastic view looking towards 
London.

I was bom  in 1915 and went to 
th e  k in d e rg a rte n  se c tio n  o f  he 
H enrietta  B arnett School; it was 
then at Homesfield, which I think 
is now  A b b e y fie ld s . W e w o re  
b ro w n  u n ifo rm s  w ith  a d a isy  
badge, and M iss Ironside was the 
headmistress. I believe my love of 
f lo w er a rran g in g  da tes  b ack  to  
th a t tim e  as I c an  re m e m b e r  
tak ing  flow ers from  our garden  
and arranging them (probably in a 
jam ja r!)  in her room.

T h en  cam e  th e  m o v e  to  th e  
Institu te  and the build ing  o f the 
Q u e e n  M ary  H a ll - I can  
rem em ber Dame Henrietta driving 
ro u n d  th e  S u b u rb  w ith  H .R .H . 
Q u e e n  M ary  an d  s to p p in g  to  
watch us playing tennis - a m ost 
daunting experience.

M y y e a rs  a t th e  H e n r ie t ta  
B arnett School w ere very happy 
o n es . M iss  H u tc h in g s  w as the  
H ead m is tre ss  and w e all had  a 
great respect for her. I made many 
fr ie n d s  and  am  s till in  c o n ta c t 
w ith quite  a few . I left in 1933, 
and in the few  years befo re  the 
W ar belonged to several societies, 
and later becam e a G overnor o f 
the School. St Ju d e-o n -th e -H ill

has played a big part in my life; I 
was christened there by the Rev. 
B asil B o u ch er, co n firm e d , and 
m arried  to my husband S tephen 
G ra v e s  in 1940  by  th e  R ev . 
M axwell Rennie.

W h en  m y h u sb a n d  re tu rn e d  
fro m  w a r s e rv ic e  w e w e re  
e x tr e m e ly  fo r tu n a te  to  f in d  a 
house, No. 15 Erskine Hill, where 
we lived for 25 years with our son 
and daughter.

D uring that tim e we took part 
in many o f the Suburb activities. 
My husband becam e a m em ber o f 
th e  R e s id e n ts  A s s o c ia t io n ;  
H o r tic u ltu ra l  S o c ie ty ; he th en  
w ent on to becom e a C ouncillor 
o f the  G arden  Suburb  W ard  on 
H en d o n  B o ro u g h  C o u n c il and  
was elected M ayor o f H endon in 
1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 0 . H e w as  th e  f i r s t  
M ay o r from  the  S u b u rb  and at 
that tim e the youngest M ayor o f 
the borough.

One outstanding m em ory is o f 
ou r C iv ic  S erv ice  at St Ju d e ’s, 
taken  by the R ev. B ill M asters, 
who was our Chaplain and always 
affectionately know as Friar Tuck.

In  1957  a f te r  P r in c e s s  
M argaret’s visit for the Jubilee I 
founded  the H am pstead  G arden 
S u b u rb  F lo w e r  A rra n g e m e n t 
C lu b , w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  m y 
h u sb a n d  as T re a s u r e r  an d  m y 
m o th er, M rs M ay B e llin g h a m , 
w h o  m a d e  th e  c o f fe e  in  th e  
interval. O ur first venue was a site 
hut on the le ft-hand  side o f  the 
In s t i tu te ,  b u t so  m an y  p e o p le  
cam e w e had  to tra n sfe r  to  the  
J u n io r  S c h o o l fo r  th e  n e x t 
m e e tin g ; w e th e n  w e n t to  
F e llo w s h ip  H o u se  - I am  
d e lig h te d  th a t  it is s t i l l  in  
e x is te n c e  a f te r  m an y  u p s  an d  
dow ns, and next Septem ber will 
be th e  4 0 th  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  its  
formation.

Our roots are still in the Suburb 
as every house to which we have 
moved we have called E rskine’.

Mary Graves

Kenwood Management Plan
Two years after their consultation exercise on the management 
of the Kenwood estate, English Heritage finally published their 
management plan C a r in g  f o r  K e n w o o d  last November. English 
Heritage’s Chairman, Sir Jocelyn Stevens, had intended to 
launch the plan by leading a walk around the estate, but an 
unexpected fall of snow meant that Lorna McRobie, Director of 
Gardens and Landscapes, introduced the new plan from the 
warmth of the Old Kitchen.

Y ou m ay recall that consider­
a b le  c o n tr o v e r s y  s u r ro u n d e d  
w o rk  at K en w o o d  a few  y ea rs  
back, particularly the clearing o f 
scrub and thinning o f w oodland. 
T he 1994 con su lta tio n  involved  
an exhibition at the House and a 
q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  d i s t r ib u te d  to  
e v e ry  h o u s e  on  th e  S u b u rb . 
P u b lic  m e e t in g s  w e re  h e ld ,  
chaired  by Jocelyn Stevens, and 
the debate becam e quite  heated. 
T h e  r e s u l ts  o f  th e  s u rv e y , 
analysed by M O R I, show ed that 
o p in io n  d iffe red  b e tw een  th o se  
who lived locally and visited the 
estate  frequently  (w ho generally  
w anted little change and valued it 
fo r  i t s  f e e l in g  o f  u n s p o i l t  
countryside) and those who cam e 
f ro m  f u r th e r  a f ie ld  o r  le s s  
frequently  (w ho tended to be in 
fa v o u r  o f  r e s to r in g  h is to r ic  
fe a tu re s ) . E n g lish  N a tu re  (th e  
n a t io n a l  n a tu r e  c o n s e r v a t io n  
body) were also consulted.

The m anagem ent plan seeks to 
balance the d iffering  v iew s and 
in te r e s t s .  I t  e m p h a s is e s  h o w  
m uch o f the historic design  still 
e x is ts  as a u n iq u e  su rv iv a l so 
close to L ondon - perhaps so as 
to  d e fle c t c ri tic ism  from  th o se  
o p p o s e d  to  “ r e s to r a t io n ” o f  
historic features. The plan looks 
fo rw ard  over the next fifteen  to 
tw e n ty  y e a rs ;  a n d  so m e  
m easu re s , such as th in n in g  th e  
c o p s e s  in  th e  W e s t M e a d o w , 
w h ic h  w o u ld  a lm o s t c e r ta in ly  
encounter criticism  if undertaken 
im m ediate ly , are in tended  to be 
ach ieved  g radually  by a llo w in g  
the birches to com e to the end o f 
th e i r  n a tu r a l  l iv e s  w h ile  
p re v e n t in g  r e g e n e r a t io n  o f  
undergrowth. The proposal to fell 
tu rkey  oaks in the N orth  W ood  
h a s  b e e n  d ro p p e d . A m o re

d eta iled  d esc rip tio n  o f the plan  
w ill ap p ear in a fu tu re  issue o f 
Suburb News.

E n g lish  H eritag e  are keen to 
p rovide m ore in form ation  about 
w o rk  a t K e n w o o d  a n d  to  
establish links with local groups. 
A new m anagem ent team  is now 
based  at K enw ood, led by Julie  
E hlen , fo rm erly  at the N ational 
M u s e u m s  an d  G a l le r ie s  on  
M erseyside, as General M anager, 
a n d  N ic k  B a ile y  as E s ta te  
M anager. R achel H olden is their 
new  V isito r L iaison O fficer and 
the new Estate O ffice in M ansion 
C ottage (next to the R estaurant) 
should he open by the tim e you 
read  this, prov id ing  inform ation  
for visitors. A t the working level 
th e  R e s id e n ts  A sso c ia tio n  has 
already established a friendly and 
c o n s tru c tiv e  d ia lo g u e  w ith  the  
new  m anagem ent team . The RA 
will be com m enting form ally on 
the new  m anagem ent plan early  
in 1997, and at the behest o f the 
R A  and o thers E nglish  H eritage 
are proposing  to set up q  Jo ru m  
of local organisations, sim ilar in 
many respects to the Corporation 
o f L o n d o n ’s H am p stead  H eath  
C o n s u l ta t iv e  C o m m it te e  (o n  
w hich the RA is represented).

I f  you have any view s on the 
m a n a g e m e n t o f  th e  K e n w o o d  
( e i th e r  th e  la n d s c a p e  o r th e  
H ouse itself) you can w rite to the 
G e n e ra l  M a n a g e r , K e n w o o d  
H o u se , H am p stead  L an e , N W 3 
7 JR . C o lin  G re g o ry , o f  70  
D enm an  D riv e , N W 11 6R H , is 
re sp o n sib le  fo r lia ison  b etw een  
the RA and English H eritage and 
w ould be glad  to receive copies 
o f  any  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  o r w ill 
pass on any com m ents you make 
to him .

Colin Gregory

AWARD FROM PRINCESS ROYAL
Jocelyn Selson receives the Save 
th e  C h ild re n  A w a rd  fro m  
Princess A nne at an aw ard-giving 
cerem ony in October.

Jocelyn, w ho has lived on the 
S u b u rb  s in c e  19 2 8 , fo u n d e d  
M usic A id in 1985. The charity  
w orks to raise m oney via concerts 
w h e re  m u s ic ia n s  g iv e  th e i r

s e r v ic e s  in  a id  o f  S a v e  th e  
Children.

On the Suburb M usic, A id was 
r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  p la n n in g  th e  
program m e for the 1996 Prom s at 
S t J u d e ’s an d  is n o w  in th e  
process o f devising  ano ther five 
d a y s  o f  e x c i t in g  c o n c e r t s  fo r  
1997. Richard Wakefield

News from
I h a v e  a f e e l in g  th a t  a lo t  o f  
p eo p le  d o n ’t a c tu a lly  read our 
Annual R eport and A ccounts, but 
th ey  do read  Suburb News. So 
this is an opportunity  to let you 
k now  how  g ra te fu l F e llo w sh ip  
are fo r all the financia l support 
you give us. As you know, we are 
p ro b a b ly  u n iq u e  in b e in g  a 
charity which is entirely financed 
by local residents.

The m oney is spent largely on 
w elfare work, but the Fellow ship 
H ouse C lub is not en tire ly  se lf­
f in a n c in g  a n d , o f  c o u rs e ,  
Fellow ship H ouse itself has to be 
m aintained, decorated and heated 
- to say nothing o f w ater rates!

In  a d d it io n  to  y o u r  a n n u a l 
donation there are other w ays in 
which you could help us: anyone 
w ith  regular tim e  to  sp a re  
(how ever little that may be) could 
h e lp  w ith  th e  te a  ro ta  o r by

Fellowship
transporting disabled m em bers to 
and from  F e llo w sh ip  H ouse on 
Tuesday afternoons. It is difficult 
to describe the w elfare w ork we 
do, but occasionally our m em bers 
have need o f specialist expertise - 
legal, or financial, for exam ple. I 
w o u ld  l ik e  to  h a v e  a n o te  o f  
anyone w ho could  be ca lled  on 
(but who may not be). The other 
way in which people can help is 
in v is it in g  the  h o u se b o u n d , o r 
those in hospital. If you can help 
in any w ay , p lea se  rin g  me on 
4 5 8 -2 8 8 9 . A su rp ris in g ly  la rge  
num ber o f people these days have 
no re la tio n s , o r n o b o d y  in th is 
p a r t  o f  th e  c o u n try . I k n o w  a 
great deal is done inform ally by 
im m ediate neighbours, but on the 
S u b u rb  we are all e v e ry b o d y ’s 
neighbours, aren’t we?

Eileen Whelan

TRAVEL CENTRE
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