
Keep raking the leaves
As w e approach  w in ter there 
isn’t really a great deal to  do  in 
the garden, especially  if you 
have fo llow ed m y tips in 
previous issues. After the first 
frosts, dahlias can b e  lifted, 
c leaned  and  d ip p ed  in a 
fungicide, th en  tu rned  upside  
dow n  to drain. Or, if you  are 
like me, you  can th row  them  
away, buy  fresh plants from  our 
local p lan t sale in the spring and 
let som e one else have all the 
trouble. I do  h ap p en  to  know  
that one  o f ou r residents (the 
one w h o  w ins all the prizes) 
will be  selling his plants at the 
nex t sale, so I shall purchase 
m ine from  there and  give him  a 
run  for his m oney  in the 
S eptem ber flow er show!

Keep raking the leaves from  
the lawn. This helps the  grass to  
breathe, prevents b row n patches, 
and  I am  told the exercise is 
good  for us. It’s am azing how  
good  a garden  can look  just by  
keep ing  the law n clean; rather 
like having a quick H oover 
around  the  house, the w hole  
p lace looks better im m ediately.

If w e are in for heavy frosts, 
d o n ’t forget to pro tect your 
ten d er plants. Straw is good  to 
use bu t n o t always available. 
The branches o f evergreens 
such as Cupressus leylandii give 
good  pro tection  if laid on  top  of 
the plants and  I am  sure peop le  
will b e  only too  p leased  to  part 
w ith a few  branches o f these. I

visited a p lan ts-w om an’s garden  
last year and  she protects her 
ten d er w all plants by  draping 
her so n ’s b aby  b lankets over 
them  (her son  is in his forties!). 
The garden  is stunning in 
sum m er b u t a little strange in 
the winter.

If w e do  have a fall o f snow , 
gently  knock  it off the tre e s  and  
conifers w ith a broom , otherw ise 
the w eight can cause trem endous 
dam age. Keep checking the roots 
for any sign of w ind  rock and 
firm in w here  necessary. Bare- 
roo ted  trees can  b e  p lan ted  at 
this time b u t give them  a good  
soak for several hours befo re­
hand. G reenhouses can be  tidied 
and  this can  b e  quite p leasan t in 
the  w atery  sunshine.

D on’t forget to w ater your 
tubs - no t too  m uch, b u t d o n ’t 
let them  dry out. W istaria can  be  
p ru n ed  in January. Take the 
young  shoots (no t the m ain 
leader) back to  th ree inches of 
the previous y ea r’s grow th. 
Keep tidying the herbaceous 
beds and pull ou t any w eeds 
before they  take hold; giving the 
beds a goo d  m ulch keeps this 
task to  a m inim um .

Have a goo d  look to  see if 
you have colourful plants, as 
there are m any one  can choose 
even  in this inclem ent tim e of 
year. W inter-flow ering jasm ine is 
very generous, flow ering from  
N ovem ber to  M arch and  the 
hellebores (Christm as rose) will

Calling all 
15- to 20-year-olds!
Would you like an attractive place in which to meet friends, 

on the Suburb?
Would you like a variety of interesting things to do? 

Somewhere that provides snacks, soft drinks, TV, games machines, 
armchairs indoors and a garden outside (and much else)?

And all for a subscription of £3.50 (or £9.50 if over 18) a year.
Just such a scheme is now under consideration; premises have been 
found; and the big question is whether enough young people resident 

on the Suburb would like it to go ahead?
If so, the Events Committee of the Suburb’s Residents Association 

will start planning it (to be opened in 1998).
So fill in the form below NOW, NOW, NOW if you are interested and 

want to be kept informed of developments later. Then please post it to 
the address given.

(Nothing will be done unless we get back plenty of forms soon.) 
And here’s a challenge! The organizer will want a small 

working-group of young people to assist in running things and make 
decisions about what should be provided. Can you take 

responsibility? Do you enjoy leadership? Let us know (on the form) 
if you’d like to play a part in this way.

Send to : Elizabeth Gundrey, Chairman, Events Committee, 
30 Southway, NW11 6RU

I would like to know more about the proposed UNDER -TWENTIES 
CLUB which may be started.

Name..............................................................................................................

A ddress.........................................................................................................

..Tel..

School or college..................................................................... Age...

1 .1 would /  would not attend if it meets on Sunday afternoons 

(OR I would prefer to meet o n .......................................................

2. The sorts of activities I would most enjoy include ( circle up to 8): 
Badminton • Barbecues • Books and cassette swaps • Chess 
Computers, Email etc • Dancing • Drama • Karate • Music • Outings 
Photography • Scrabble, card games etc. • Snooker • Table Football 
Table Tennis • Talks • TV games • Videos • Walks • Youth radio station

Others such as.................................................................. (add your own)

3 .1 would /  would not like to be on a committee organising things 
like this.

If this goes ahead, we may be looking for donations of such items as 
snooker or table-tennis table, videos and TV /  Computer games, etc. 
Any offers welcome! Please give details here:

be starting to  b u d  u p  soon.
It’s also tim e to  start 

selecting seeds and  p lanning 
your garden  for the sum mer. D o 
you rem em ber the  salvia I 
recom m ended  last year - Salvia 
farinacea victoria. W hen  I w en t 
to see the  flowers for the 
Princess o f Wales, I no ticed  the 
royal parks had  used  this salvia 
in a bed d in g  schem e in front of 
B uckingham  Palace. It really is a 
sturdy plant and the most amazing 
shade o f d eep  blue. Mine w ere  
in flow er from  July till O ctober 
and th en  very grudgingly I had  
to lift them  to m ake w ay for m y 
w allflow ers, b u t I shall certainly 
use them  next year.

N ow  is a good  tim e to  gaze 
out o f the w indow  and  reflect 
on  the garden  and  w hat changes 
you m ight w ish to  m ake next 
year. Brow se th rough  books and  
see if som ething catches your 
eye. There are m any gardening 
program m es on  television and  
w onderfu l books to  accom pany 
them . The books also m ake 
handsom e Christmas gifts and  I 
think top  of m y list has to  be 
Geoff Hamilton’s Paradise Gardens. 
Perhaps, if m y son  reads this 
article, I will b e  lucky, b u t I 
w o n ’t be  hold ing m y breath!

H appy  Christmas and  good  
gardening!

DIANE BERGER

Sacred and 
profane?

It w as an  evening o f m usical 
contrasts on  the  Square w h en  
tw o concerts w ere  given in aid 
o f the North L ondon H ospice.

In the Institute Hall the 
M artinu Ensem ble, led  by 
Suburb reared  cellist Thom as 
Gardner, en thralled  the aud ience 
w ith  a program m e of 18th and 
20th century  m usic while, across 
the  Square in the Free C hurch 
the  Rev Tony Spring w as 
w elcom ing ano ther aud ience for 
an  evening o f light and  po p u lar 
music from  the H illingdon 
Com m unity C oncert Band.

There w as p len ty  of 
app lause  for bo th  b u t shortly 
before the light and po p u lar 
aud ience w ere  enthusiastically 
clapping along to  Tea for Two 
and  the  Redetsky March, 
Thom as G ardner and  Alison 
Farrant, in the Institute, w ere  
perform ing Steve Reichs 
C lapping m usic w hich  is 
“concerned  w ith  an  ex tension  or 
an  e laboration  of cannon  w ith 
identical lines starting together 
b u t gradually  becom ing 
sep ara ted ” a contrast that w as 
only ap p aren t because  your 
corresponden t w as trying to 
cover b o th  in the  absence of our 
m usic critic.

RICHARD WAKEFIELD

We need your help
Are you  in terested  in keep ing  
the Suburb beautiful? We are 
looking for additional m em bers 
o n  C o n s a m . the C onservation 
and  Am enities Com m ittee o f the 
R esidents Association, w hich  
w orks to  help  ensu re  the 
pro tection  and  enhancem en t o f 
the  appearance, character and  
tradition o f H am pstead G arden 
Suburb an d  its am enities.

C onsam ’s w ork  for the 
conservation  and  im provem ent 
o f ou r u n ique  environm ent 
includes the scrutiny and  
discussion o f p lann ing  proposals

The Garden Suburb Theatre
D ario Fo b ased  his anarchic and  
energetic play around  a true 
story w hich  began  in Milan on  
12 D ecem ber 1969 w h en  a 
bom b killed 17 and  w o u n d ed  
100. A w ell-know n pacifist w as 
arrested  b u t after four days of 
interrogation  he ‘fell’ ou t o f a 
fourth floor w indow . The police 
claim ed the  death  w as 
‘accidental’.

The play itself takes place 
after the death  o f an  anarchist 
and  involves a num ber of 
flam boyant characters, including

A chance f o r  aspiring young musicians to take advantage of 
another example o f Suburb talent. David Honeyball, shown here 
during a recording session in St Jude’s where he was conducting the 
London Brass Virtuosi, has vacancies fo r  young brass pupils from  
beginners to university level, he even has instruments fo r  beginners to 
start on.
David has taught brass at Childs Way, where his wife Barbara was 
head o f music and he is Director o f orchestral studies at Henrietta 
Barnett School.
His education career has included masterclasses on BBC television 
and radio as well as at music schools and festivals a ll over Europe as 
has his career as a conductor which has also seen him performing in 
both Proms - thats at the Royal Albert Hall and at St Jude’s.

Two Gentlemen of Verona 
discovered 

in Little Wood!

w ith  the Trust and  B arnet and, 
w here  appropriate , w e are 
involved in either their su pport 
o r opposition  on  behalf o f the 
Suburb or individual residents.

Consam  w elcom es as 
m em bers bo th  residents w ith  a 
general interest in its w ork  as 
w ell as those w ith  expertise in 
its areas o f concern . O ur 
m eetings are held  once a m onth  
in the  evening.

If you  w o u ld  like to  join 
C onsam  please p h o n e  Carol 
Boulter on  0181 455 7802 or 
David Lewis on  0171 433 1121.

the M aniac w ho  disguises 
him self as, am ongst others, a 
judge w h o  has com e to 
investigate the case. He has the 
policem en, w h o  m ay or m ay no t 
have been  involved in the death, 
jum ping th rough  hoops before 
w e discover his true identity.

Accidental D eath of an 
Anarchist is one  o f Fo’s m ost 
p opu lar plays and  has acquired  
a new  interest since its au th o r’s 
recen t aw ard  o f the N obel prize 
for Literature.

DEBBIE LANE

The G arden Suburb T heatre’s 
fine p roduction  o f “The Tw o 
G entlem en of V erona”, in the 
beautifully refurbished arena in 
Little W ood, w as a real success. 
M any th ink  this play rather dull. 
Certainly it has a som ew hat far­
fetched  p lo t b u t it also contains 
them es that w ere  later u sed  and  
d eveloped  by  Shakespeare. We 
m eet w ith  the herm it or priest so 
useful in “Twelfth N ight”; w ith 
outlaw s in the forest; w ith the 
D uke and  w ith the  device o f a 
young  w om an  disguised as a 
m an. For the first tim e there are 
com ic soliloquies w ritten  w ith 
great skill and  fun. There is also 
a m asterly scene in Act three, 
b e tw een  the D uke and  Proteus 
and  then  w ith the D uke and  
Valentine, discovering and ruining 
the  p lo t o f an  elopem ent.

The play is abou t treachery  
and  constancy. Valentine travels 
to  Milan w here  he  falls in love 
w ith  the D u k e’s daughter, Silvia. 
H er father w ishes h e r to  m arry 
Thurio. Valentine’s friend Proteus, 
the  lover of Julia, eventually  
follow s him  and  also falls for the 
charm s o f Silvia. He betrays 
bo th  his friend and  his love. All 
ends in a great scene of 
forgiveness though  one  does 
w o n d er at the  future o f Proteus 
and  Julia. The producer, D iana 
Bromley, assisted by  Colin 
Gregory, assem bled a strong

cast. Mark Overall as Valentine 
w as excellent. He had  a real feel 
for S hakespeare’s line and 
insight into the character. D eclan 
Leary as Proteus had  a m ore 
difficult time. The role is m uch 
m ore com plex and  it is no t easy 
to  w arm  to such a treacherous 
friend. The actor m anaged  
skilfully to  k eep  our sym pathy. 
Colin G regory looked  and 
so u n d ed  regal as the D uke and 
relished his great scene. P ro teus’ 
servant Launce w as am usingly 
portrayed  by  Jo n  Musker, 
handling  his soliloquies w ith 
relish. He w as no t upstaged  by 
his rather fine dog.

Julia, the beloved  of Proteus, 
w as p layed by Joanna  Farrer, 
w ho  brough t ou t the nobleness 
o f this badly-used heroine. Mary 
M usker m ade a delightful, lively 
Silvia. She is h e lp ed  to  escape 
her father by  Sir Eglamour, a 
recluse knight “vow ed to  chastity 
for the love o f his lady w h o  has 
died”.

Sadly the producer seem ed 
n o t to  rate this very rom antic 
character very highly and  so 
allow ed him  to  be  portrayed  by 
D avid B row n as a sim pleton.

The costum es as usual w ere  
lovely and  all the  actors looked  
at ease in them . Thanks to 
F rances Musker, Sheena Ross 
and  Jean n e  Solom ons.

LEONIE STEPHEN

HEATHGATE
Residential Sales Lettings & Property Management

A small company with a big business selling and letting 
properties in The Suburb and surrounding areas. 

Please contact Vivienne Harris on

0171-435 3344
105  HEATH  S T R E E T  H A M P S T E A D  LO NDO N N W 3 6SS

SUBURB NEWS IS PRODUCED AND DELIVERED TO YOU BY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEERS 7


