
PRO M S AT 
ST  JU D E 'S
5th year triumph
The 1997 series of Proms at St Jude’s in the 
Suburb held from June 24 - 28 was a celebration 
in music of the 90th anniversary of the founding 
of the Hampstead Garden Suburb. The fifth 
season of Proms, it was a triumph, one which 
attracted praise from the national media, 
marking it out as a music festival to be taken 
seriously.

Home-based-it was far from homespun. An 
adventurous and imaginative programme had 
been put together with flair by its Artistic 
Director, Suburb resident Barry Millington.
P erform ers w ere  o f  th e h ig h est  
c a lib r e -m a n y  w e ll  k n o w n  o n  the  
in tern ation a l c ircu it. B u t lo ca l  
ch ild ren  had  their d ay  o f  g lo ry  
too .

M u sic  ran ged  fro m  th e  m e d i­
aeva l to  th e m odern ; th e  
u n k n o w n  and the w e ll  k n o w n . 
F rom  12th cen tu ry  co m p o se r s  to  
E rich  W o lfg a n g  K o m g o ld .

K orn go ld . P rob ab ly  n o t th e  
m o st fa m ilia r  n a m e to  m u s ic  
lo v ers  but ju d g in g  b y  th e  rush  to  
bu y h is  C D s  after th e p erfo r­
m a n c e  o f  tw o  o f  h is  w o rk s, 
m an y  w ill  so o n  k n o w  h im  b e t­
ter. T h e s e  co n cer ts  a lso  ce leb ra t­
ed  the 100th  an n iversary  o f  h is  
birth in  V ien n a .

H e  w a s  a m u s ica l p ro d ig y  
w h o  started  c o m p o s in g  at the  
a g e  o f  5 . O f  J ew ish  o r ig in , h e  
and h is  fa m ily  e sc a p e d  the  
N a z is  in  1 9 3 8 , se tt lin g  in  
H o lly w o o d  w h ere  h e w ro te  
orch estra l sc o res  fo r  f i lm s  as  
w e ll  as op eras and orch estra l 
p ie c e s . H is  cen ten a ry  y ear  m ay  
w e ll  b rin g  the rec o g n it io n  in  
th is cou n try  h is  w ork  r ich ly  
d ese rv es .

T h e P rom s o p en ed  in  r o llic k ­
in g  fa sh io n  w ith  the C o v en t  
G ard en  C h am b er O rch estra , o n e  
o f  L o n d o n ’s lea d in g  am ateu r  
ch am b er orch estras, w ith  
H u m p h rey  B u rton , a form er  
H ead  o f  M u sic  and A rts at B B C  
T e le v is io n , as g u est  con d u ctor . 
D a m e  E th el S m y th ’s overtu re to  
her op era , T h e  W reck ers, is  b e t­
ter k n o w n  than th e op era  itse lf .
It w a s p la y ed  w ith  v erv e  and  
sty le: great g u sts  o f  m a rv e llo u s  
so u n d  in v o k in g  the sc e n e  o f  a 
storm  o f f  the C o rn ish  co a st.

O w a in  A r w e l H u g h es , o n e  o f  
B rita in ’s m o st  re sp ec ted  c o n ­
d u ctors (w h o  had  stu d ied  w ith  
S ir A d rian  B o u lt  a m o n g s t  o th ­
ers) to o k  o v er  c o n d u c tin g  for  
the rest o f  th e e v e n in g  w ith  the  
U K  p rem ier  o f  K o rn g o ld ’s 
en ch a n tin g  B a b y  S eren a d e , a 
d esc r ip tiv e  p ie c e  in  5 m o v e ­
m en ts co v er in g  th e m o o d s  and

m o m en ts  o f  a d ay  in  the l ife  o f  
a baby. K o rn g o ld  c a lle d  it ‘a 
su ite  for  a m od ern  c h i ld ’ ; the  
ja z z  in flu e n c e  is  stron g , w ith  
b an jo , p ia n o , harp and p len ty  o f  
p ercu ssio n  as part o f  the o r c h e s ­
tra. T h e  la st m o v em e n t, sa id  to  
b e K o rn g o ld ’s fa v o u r ite , is  
e v o c a t iv e  o f  G erm an  fo lk  so n g s  
su n g  b y  a n o w  s le e p y  baby.

T h is  w a s  f o l lo w e d  b y  h is

Standing room only in St Jude’s

C e llo  C o n certo  in  C  m ajor, 
o p .37  sco red  for an orch estra  
w h ic h  in c lu d ed  th e m arim b a  
and  v ib ra p h o n e . A  short but d is ­
t in c tiv e  w ork; th e c e l lo  part is  
rich , dark and p o w erfu l in  
w h ic h  the so lo is t , R ob ert M a x , 
e x c e lle d .

K o rn g o ld  ap p eared  aga in , 
later in  th e w e e k , th is t im e  in  
th e han d s o f  the ce leb ra ted  
C h ilin g ir ia n  Q uartet, w ith  A n d re  
D e  G ro o te  as p ia n ist  in  the  
P ia n o  Q u in tet in  E  m ajor op . 15. 
T h is  w a s o n ly  th e se c o n d  U K  
p e r fo r m a n c e -a n  a m b itio u s and  
c o m p le x  w o rk  b r illia n tly  e x e c u t ­
ed .

T h e  Q u artet’s p rogram m e  
o p en ed  w ith  the ir  u su a l im p e c ­
ca b le  p la y in g -M o z a r t ’s D  m in o r  
S tr in g  Q uartet K 421  con trasted  
B rah m s A  m in o r  S tr ing  Q uartet 
in  A  m inor, op . 51 no. 2 .

T h is  rec ita l w a s  reco rd ed  on  
th e sp o t b y  B B C  R a d io  3 for  
fu tu re tra n sm iss io n .

B u t b a ck  to  th e  b e g in n in g - to  
P ercy  G rainger, w h o s e  m u s ic  
f i lle d  the se c o n d  h a lf  o f  th e first 
e v e n in g ’s co n cer t. T h e  cr it ica lly  
a c c la im e d  and a w a rd -w in n in g  
J o y fu l C o m p a n y  o f  S in g ers  
(D irec to r  P eter  B ro a d b en t)

jo in e d  the C o v en t G arden  
C h am b er O rch estra  w ith  s o lo is t  
C h ristop h er  F o ster  to  in trod u ce  
a grou p  o f  m e lo d io u s , in tr icate  
se tt in g s  o f  fo lk  s o n g s  and  
o rch estra l p ie c e s .

O n  W ed n esd a y , m u s ic  for  n at­
ural tru m p et (p la y e d  b y  
D eb o ra h  C a lla n d ), th eorb o  
(K a s ia  E isn er ), E liza b e th  B o y le  
(h arp sich ord  and  o r g a n - in  th is  
c a s e  S t J u d e ’s recen t a cq u is it io n  
o f  a 17th cen tu ry  Ita lian  ch a m ­
b er organ  w ith  sop ran o  N ic k i  
K en n ed y  co m p r ised  an u n u su a l 
p ro g ra m m e o f  16th/17th cen tu ry  
Ita lian  m u s ic . It is  d esc r ib ed  as 
‘a w h is t le  stop  tour through  the  
s ig h ts  and  so u n d s o f  Ita lian  
c it ie s  o f  th e p e r io d ’ .

T h e  lu n ch tim e  rec ita l b y  the  
C an ad ian  p ia n ist Joan  R o w la n d  
rev ea led  her v ersa tility . T h e  
M o za rt S o n a ta  in  E b  m ajor  
K 2 8 2  and the S ch u b ert S on a ta  
in  A  m ajor op . 1 2 0  w ere  p la y ed  
w ith  assu ran ce .

A  se le c tio n  o f  D e b u ss y  
P relu d es d em o n stra ted  th e  b ril­
lia n ce  and su b tle ty  o f  th is  great 
im p r ess io n is t  p a in ter in  
m u s ic - a s  w e ll  as the p ia n is t ’s 
te ch n ica l ab ility . P er fo rm a n ce  o f  
th e c h e e k y  little  ‘m in s tr e ls ’ 
P re lu d e  d ep ic t in g  th e acro b a tics

and sy n c o p a te d  d a n c in g  o f  a 
trou pe o f  en terta in ers w a s crisp  
and e x p lic it . W h ile  in  F eu x  
d ’A rtific e  th e  fu ll p o ten tia l o f  
th e p ia n o  w a s  e x p lo ite d  to  cre ­
ate a sp ark lin g  p ictu re  in  sou n d  
o f  a firew o rk  d isp la y  w ith  its  
g litter in g  c a s c a d e s  o f  n o te s .

C h o p in ’s S c h e r z o  in  C  m in or  
op . 3 7  and B a lla d e  in  A  m ajor  
op . 4 7  en d ed  a p er fo rm a n ce  
w ith  p an ach e .

In th e e v e n in g , the sta g e  w a s  
d ra m a tica lly  tran sform ed  for  a 
g la m o ro u s C ab aret D iv e r s io n  
p resen ted  w ith  great p r o fe ss io n ­
al sk ill  b y  J ill G o m e z  w ith  
p ia n ist Joh n  C o n sta b le . A n  
in tr ig u in g  s e le c t io n  o f  s o n g s  and  
p ia n o  s o lo s  b y  P o u le n c , S a tie , 
Z e m ilin sk y , W e ill w a s fo llo w e d  
b y  so n g s  b y  B e n ja m in  B ritten , 
C o le  P orter and G eo rg e  
G ersh w in .

G o m e z ’ g lo r io u s  co lora tu ra  
sop ran o  e f fo r tle s s ly  m et the  
c h a lle n g e  o f  d iv erse  s ty le s  w ith  
C o n sta b le ’s sy m p a th e tic  a c c o m ­
p a n im en t, w h ile  h e  c a m e  in to  
h is o w n  w ith  h is  s o lo  p erfo r­
m a n c es .

T in ta g e l to o k  o v er  th e first  
h a lf  o f  the la st con cer t. T h e  
grou p  R e b e c c a  A u ste n -B r o w n  
(fid d le , f lu te  and  record ers), 
R a ch e l H a m ilto n  (harp and  
f lu te ) , C lara San ab ras (v o ic e  
and o u d ), L o u is e  S tr ick lan d  
(record ers and sy m p h o n y ) p re­
sen ted  T h e  A rk  o f  N o a h , so n g s  
and  d a n ces  fro m  the 12th  -1 4 th  
cen tu r ies  ab ou t so m e  o f  th e  a n i­
m a ls aboard  th e ark, a fittin g  
in tro d u ctio n  to  th e grand  f in a le  
o f  the e v e n in g - N o y e s  F lu d d e. 
T h e  o n ly  fa m ilia r  n a m e a m o n g st  
the n u m b er o f  Ita lian  E n g lish  
and F ren ch  c o m p o se r s  w a s  
A n o n , but the m u s ic  p la y e d  on  
th e o ld  in stru m en ts and  su n g  
sw e e t ly  b y  C lara San ab ras w a s  
q u aint and  d e lig h tfu l.

It w a s a p ity  that the sp o k en  
w o rd s d id  n o t reach  b ey o n d  th e  
first fe w  ro w s o f  the a u d ien ce  
and  that r e s tiv e  ch ild ren , w h o  
fo u n d  it d iff icu lt  to  tun e in to  th e  
m u sic , m ad e it hard for so m e  in  
th e a u d ien ce  to  en jo y  th e p er fo r ­
m a n c e  as it d eserv ed .
F ortu n ate ly  the so n g s  ca m e  o v er  
c lea r ly  and d e lica te ly .

B u t the ch ild ren  ca m e  in to  
the ir o w n  w ith  N o y e s  F lu d d e , 
B e n ja m in  B r itten ’s o p era  for  
ch ild ren . S in g ers  and acorts, and

th e  s o lo  q u in tet w ere  a ll p r o fe s ­
s io n a l. B a ss-b a r ito n e  C h arles  
F o ster  w a s N o y e , C lare B artram  
(co n tra lto ) w a s M rs N o y e ,  
L eo n a rd  F en to n  sp o k e  th e  v o ic e  
o f  G o d , and  E m a n u e l H u rw itz  
led  th e  o rch estra l q u in tet. L o c a l  
sc h o o lc h ild r e n  and  m em b ers o f  
th e  Y ou th  M u s ic  C en tre  p ro v id ­
ed  the o rch estra  an d  ch oru s. 
E d w ard  K ay  (d irec to r  o f  m u s ic  
at S o u th  H a m p ste a d  H ig h  
S c h o o l)  c o n d u c te d . It m u st h a v e  
b een  n o  e a s y  ta sk  to  p u t it a ll

togeth er , but it w o rk ed  and  the  
e n th u s ia sm  o f  a ll the p erform ers  
w a s in fe c tio u s .

D irec to r  A reta  B r e e z e , ab ly  
a ss is te d  b y  M ary  L o u  G rah am , 
d ese r v e s  th e  h ig h e st  p ra ise  fo r  a 
m o st im a g in a tiv e  and in n o v a tiv e  
p ro d u ctio n . E ffec ts  w ere  sur­
p r is in g ly  s im p le -y a r d s  and  
yard s o f  b u b b le  w rap  rep resen t­
ed  th e w a v e s  o f  th e se a  and  the  
co n stru ctio n  o f  the ark w a s  
c lever. A n im a ls  p a in ted  o n  T- 
sh irts w orn  b y  th e ch ild ren  
g o in g  in to  th e  ark g o t  o v er  that 
p ro b lem . A p p rop ria te  b a llo o n s  
for th e su n , m o o n  and  stars ro se  
in to  th e  sk y  o n  cu e , as d id  the  
ra in b ow  w ith  its en d earin g  
w o n k y  y e l lo w  arch as so m e  b a l­
lo o n s  d e c id e d  to  d e fla te  s lo w ly .

It w a s  a tour d e  f o r c e - a  fittin g  
c lim a x  to  a w o n d erfu l se a so n  o f  
m u sic , in  w h ic h  ev ery o n e  
in v o lv e d  d e se r v e s  co n g ra tu la ­
tio n s .

T h is  se a so n  o f  P ro m s w a s  
o rg a n ise d  b y  th e  lo c a l 1 9 9 7  
P rom s O rg a n is in g  C o m m itte e  
and M u s ic  A id . P ro ceed s  g o  to  
S a v e  th e  C h ild ren  and  th e S t 
Ju d e’s O rgan  A p p ea l.

T h e  sp o n so rs , w h o  g a v e  g e n ­
ero u s su p p ort, w ere  S a fe w a y , 
G o d frey  &  Barr, H G S  R e s id e n ts  
A sso c ia t io n , H G S  Trust,
M id la n d  B a n k  p ic , G len tree  
E sta tes , H illsd o w n  H o ld in g s , 
W ild e  S ap te , B r o w n h ill M orris  
and  W est. T h e  e f f ic ie n t  sta g e  
m a n a g e m en t and  b o x  o f f ic e  w a s  
p ro v id ed  b y  A rtm ark.

C aterin g  w a s  in  th e  h an d s o f  
E lin o r  E d w ard s and fr ien d s.

Vera Segal
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