
AGE OLD CEREMONY AT ALYTH
A joyous S iy y u m , completion ceremony, took place in February at Alyth. The ceremony occurs 
when a synagogue acquires a new copy of the Torah. Each scroll is painstakingly handwritten 
with enormous skill on parchment by a scribe, who leaves some 18 letters incomplete when he 
gets to the end of the Book of Deuteronomy. They are then completed under his supervision by 
the rabbi and members of the community that is to own the new scroll.

L E T T E R S

O n th is  o c c a s io n  A ly th  is  to  p la ce  
the n e w  sc ro ll o n  p erm an en t lo a n  
to  th e  L e o  B a e c k  C o lle g e  at the  
S tern b erg  C en tre  fo r  J u d a ism . It 
w i l l  b e  u s e d  r e g u la r ly  b y  th e  
c o l le g e ’s rab b in ica l stu d en ts.

A s  th is  is  the 4 0 th  an n iversary  
o f  t h e  L e o  B a e c k  C o l l e g e  th e  
S iy y u m  w a s  a ls o  a fu n d -r a is in g  
o c c a s io n . A  to ta l o f  o v e r  £ 5 ,0 0 0  
w a s  d o n a te d  b y  th o s e  w h o  to o k  
part.

A t  th e  o u tse t , sc r ib e  E r ic  R a y  
e x p la in e d  th e  w h o le  c e r e m o n y .  
T o  the s in g in g  o f  p sa lm s, the n ew  
s c r o l l  w a s  b r o u g h t  in  to  t h e

T h e r e  w a s  a t im e  w h e n  m o s t  
e d u c a t io n a l  in s t i tu t io n s  s e e m e d  
to  g o  to  s le e p  d u ring the su m m er. 
S o m e  w o u ld  c l o s e  a l t o g e t h e r ,  
w h ile  o th ers e m p lo y e d  a sk e le to n  
s t a f f  to  k e e p  th e  o r g a n i s a t io n  
t i c k in g  o v e r .  I n d iv id u a ls  w it h  
s p e c if ic  r e s p o n s ib i l it ie s ,  su ch  as

s y n a g o g u e  b y  R a b b i  C h a r le s  
E m a n u e l a n d  c a r r ie d  b e n e a th  a 
chuppah - w e d d in g  c a n o p y  - to  
m a r k  a s y m b o l i c  m a r r ia g e  
b e tw e e n  th e  c o m m u n ity  an d  th e  
n e w  T orah  scro ll.

T h o s e  c o m p le t in g  th e  le t te r s  
w e r e  e a c h  c a l l e d  u p  in  t u r n ,  
r e c i t e d  a s p e c i a l  p r a y e r  a n d  
r e c e iv e d  th e  q u ill  p en . T h e  f ir s t  
o f  th e  le tter s  w a s  c o m p le te d  b y  
t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ’ s P r e s id e n t ,  
P ro fe sso r  B e n  S e g a l, w h o  is  a lso  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L e o  B a e c k  
C o l le g e ,  a n d  th e  la s t  le t te r  w a s  
c o m p le te d  b y  R ab b i E m a n u el.

d ea lin g  w ith  ex a m in a tio n  resu lts , 
w o u ld  c o m e  in  at the appropriate  
m o m e n t  b e f o r e  d i s a p p e a r i n g  
ag a in  u n til S ep tem b er .

In  th e  la te  t w e n tie th  c e n tu r y ,  
h o w e v e r , a d iffe r e n t  p h ilo s o p h y  
h as em erg ed , and  p la c e s  lik e  the  
In stitu te  are o ffer in g  a se r v ic e  to  
th e ir  c o m m u n ity  th r o u g h o u t th e  
y e a r ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
b reak s.

P r e v io u s ly , p o te n t ia l  s tu d e n ts  
w o u ld  h a v e  fo u n d  a h a n d fu l o f  
c o u r s e s  f o r  a d u l t  a n d  y o u n g  
p e o p le , b a s ic a lly  restr ic ted  to  the  
s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  J u ly ,  a n d  a 
su m m er  s c h o o l  fo r  in te rn a tio n a l  
s t u d e n t s  s t a f f e d  b y  I n s t i t u t e  
teach ers but e s se n t ia lly  treated  as 
a p rivate  en terp rise  w h ic h  d id  n o t  
ta k e  p la c e  in  th e  m a in  In s titu te  
b u i l d i n g s .  N o w  t h e  c h o i c e  
a v a i la b le  to  th e m  is  in c r e a s in g  
s t e a d i ly  fro m  y e a r  to  y e a r , a n d  
the r e sp o n se  is  im p r o v in g  as th e  
p u b lic  g e ts  to  k n o w  ab ou t it.

T h e  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  
S u m m er  S c h o o l, w h ic h  is  n o w  a 
f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ’ s 
s u m m e r  p r o g r a m m e ,  r u n n in g  
fr o m  7 th  J u ly  to  2 7 t h  A u g u s t ,  
fea tu res co u rse s  at v a r io u s le v e ls  
f r o m  P r e - I n t e r m e d i a t e  to  
A d v a n ced , as w e l l  as E n g lis h  for  
B u s in e ss  and  C o m m erce .

T h e r e  is  an  e x t e n s iv e  l i s t  o f  
s h o r t  art a n d  c r a f t  c o u r s e s  fo r  
a d u lts , e n a b lin g  p a r t ic ip a n ts  to  
e x p l o r e  s u b j e c t s  in  a m o r e  
co n cen tra ted  w a y  than in  a o n c e -  
a - w e e k  fo rm a t. V a r io u s  a s p e c ts  
o f  p a in tin g  a n d  d r a w in g  ca n  b e  
s t u d i e d ,  a s  c a n  s c u l p t u r e ,  
j e w e l le r y  m a k in g , s ta in e d  g la s s  
p ic t u r e  f r a m in g ,  s i lk  p a in t in g ,  
em b ro id ery , f lo w e r  arran gem en t, 
l a c e  m a k in g  a n d  d e s i g n  a n d  
p a p ie r  m a c h e  a n d  d e c o r a t i v e  
su r fa c e s . T h ere  w i l l  b e  a  b r id g e  
co u rse , T h e  P la y  o f  th e H a n d ’ in  
ea rly  Ju ly , p o ss ib ly  so m e  p h o to g ­
r a p h y  a n d  an  e x t e n s io n  to  th e  
f i tn e s s  w a lk in g  p r o g r a m m e  run  
b y  P a t C o v e ,  w h ic h  h a s  g r o w n  
b e y o n d  a l l  e x p e c t a t io n s  in  th e  
la st f e w  m o n th s.

T h e  s y n a g o g u e  c h o ir ,  le d  b y  
V iv  B e llo s ,  sa n g  s o n g s  in  p ra ise  
o f  th e  T o r a h , in te r s p e r s e d  w ith  
sh ort rea d in g s o n  th e sa m e th em e  
read  b y  d ifferen t m em b ers o f  the  
co m m u n ity .

F o r  m o s t  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t ,  it  
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  t h e y  h a d  
w i t n e s s e d  t h is  ra re  c e r e m o n y .  
O n e o c to g en a r ia n  m em b er  o f  the  
c o n g reg a tio n  sa id  it w a s  the m o st  
im p r e ss iv e  r e lig io u s  o c c a s io n  sh e  
had  e v e r  w itn e ssed .

Raymond Goldman 
Chairman, North Western 

Reform Synagogue

T h e  In stitu te  B u s in e s s  C en tre , 
m e a n w h ile ,  is  p la n n in g  its  m o s t  
a m b i t i o u s  s u m m e r  h o l i d a y  
p r o g r a m m e ,  e v e r  ‘ B u s i n e s s  
C e n tr e  P lu s ! ’ a n d , a s la s t  y e a r ,  
a im s  to  c a te r  fo r  a ll  th e  fa m ily  
w ith  m a n y  o f  the c o u rse s  o p en  to  
c h ild r e n  an d  a d u lts . B e ly in g  its  
n a m e ,  t h e  B u s i n e s s  C e n t r e  i s  
o ffe r in g  m o re  than  ju s t  in fo r m a ­
t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y ,  a l t h o u g h  
k e y b o a r d  s k i l l s ,  c o m p u t in g  a n d  
w o rd  p r o c e s s in g  f ig u re  stro n g ly  it 
a ls o  h a s  f ir s t  a id  a n d  p e r s o n a l  
s a fe ty  fo r  c h ild ren , c o o k e r y  an d  
te n n is . M o s t  o f  th e  c o u r s e s  la s t  
o n e  w e e k  a n d  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  
starts o n  14  Ju ly  and  f in is h e s  in  
S e p te m b e r  o n ly  a w e e k  b e f o r e  
th e In stitu te  autum n term  b eg in s .

A t  th e  e n d  o f  J u ly  th e r e  are  
w o r k s h o p s  in  art a n d  c r a ft  a n d  
p ottery , p ro v id ed  b y  the A rt and  
C rea tiv e  S tu d ie s  D ep a rtm en t fo r  
ch ild ren  a g ed  b e tw e e n  se v e n  and  
fou rteen .

I t ’s g o in g  to  b e  a b u sy  su m m er  
at th e Institu te!

Richard Bradbury

90 Falloden Way 
NW11 6JD

Editor
It was significant that, at the 
annual meeting of the Hampstead 
Garden Suburb Residents’ 
Association on Monday evening, 
a number of the Suburb’s elder 
statesmen/women” expressed 
their profound sadness that the 
election of the association s 
chairman should have required a 
contest between candidates 
instead of the customary nodding 
through” of the executive 
committee and RA 
council’s nominee. Surprising, 
too, that the reaction to the 
unusually large attendance 
should have been a sense of 
resentment from the 
organisers rather than a genuine 
welcome.

This was precisely the question 
at issue. The residents’ associa­
tion is supposed to represent the 
views and interests of an 
informed membership, not that of 
a closed, self-perpetuating 
clique. And if these elder 
statepersons regret that the calm 
surface of the Suburb was 
temporarily ruffled by small 
waves of democracy exercising

101 Willifield Way, 
NW11 6YH

Dear Editor

I believe this year’s AGM of the 
Residents Association to have 
been one of the most uncivilised 
RA meetings I have ever 
attended: uncivilised in the sense 
that very few of the normal civili­
ties were observed.
Orchestrated campaigns seem to 
be the norm these days, but need 
they be accompanied by quite so 
much viciousness? And departing 
officers used at least to be 
thanked for the work they had 
done: not so much as a bunch of 
flowers for the retiring 
Chairman.
What a pretty pass we have come 
to!
Yours,
Eileen Whelan

In  a g lo w in g  in s p e c t o r ’s rep o r t  
G arden Suburb Infant S c h o o l has 
b e e n  p r a ise d  fo r  its  “h a p p y  an d  
w e l l  c a r e d  fo r  p u p ils  a n d  h ig h  
ed u cation  standards”.

T h e  r e p o r t  s a id  th e  s c h o o l ’ s 
strength lie s  in  the h igh  q uality  o f  
tea ch in g  b y  s ta f f  w h o  p la n  w e ll ,  
m a k e  fu l l  u se  o f  th e ir  r e s o u r c e s  
a n d  k e e p  in  c l o s e  t o u c h  w it h  
parents.

T h e h igh  ex p ecta tio n s sh o w n  b y  
th e  s t a f f  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
e n su r in g  p u p ils  fe lt  v a lu e d , sa fe  
and secure.

G ard en  S u b urb  In fan t S c h o o l ,  
in  C h ild s W ay, H am pstead  G arden  
Suburb, w a s v is ited  b y  in sp ectors  
f r o m  e d u c a t io n  w a t c h d o g

itself, we should all perhaps 
reflect that it may have been our 
own failure to control the 
“Politburo” which eventually 
provoked such a reaction.

I supported the new chairman 
in the belief that he offered the 
best hope of breaking the 
stranglehold of the old guard. 
Through his inspired editorship 
of the highly profitable Suburb 
News he has enriched the associ­
ation and enabled it to tackle 
useful projects to benefit the 
community. And through his 
founding and running of the 
Suburb Gallery he has enriched 
the cultural future of the Suburb

We now hope that under 
Richard Wakefield the RA will be 
a more open organisation that 
will welcome the contribution of 
new members instead of spurning 
them, and prove itself once again 
as the patron of neighbourliness 
and good community spirit.

The fact that his vote was so 
overwhelming proves not only 
that a change was long overdue 
but that, at last, the Suburb’s 
residents have a proper chance 
to choose.

Yours 
Terry Rand

30 Southway, 
NW11

Sir,

When an election for Chairman 
was notified to residents only one 
candidate’s name was printed, 
nominations for others were 
invited. By the closing date for 
nominations a second had been 
proposed. He got no such 
publicity. Had not the name of 
one candidate been published, 
supporters of the second would 
have had no need to let electors 
know they had a choice. In future 
may one suggest that no names 
be published until all candidates 
are known when all may be 
listed.

Yours
Elizabeth Gundrey

O F S T E D  (O ffice  for Standards in  
E du cation ) w h o  spent f iv e  d ays in  
O cto b er  lo o k in g  c lo s e ly  at e v ery  
a sp ec t  o f  sc h o o l l ife .  T h e ir  f in a l  
report has ju st b een  pu b lish ed .

W ith  o v e r  2 5 0  p u p i l s - 4 0  p er  
c e n t  u s in g  E n g l is h  a s a s e c o n d  
la n g u a g e -th e  in sp ectors w ere able  
to  s in g le  out for  sp ec ia l praise the  
w a y  th e  s c h o o l  u s e d  t h i s  r ic h  
cu ltu ra l m ix  to  th e a d v a n ta g e  o f  
all.

T h e  r e p o r t  m a d e  p a r t ic u la r  
m en tio n  o f  e x c e p t io n a l standards 
reach ed  in  art, geograp h y , E n g lish , 
sc ien ce  and h istory.

T h e report a lso  fo c u se d  on  the  
e x c e l l e n t  u s e  m a d e  o f  o u t s id e  
a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  v i s i t s  to

46 Oakwood Road, 
NWU 6RL

Dear Editor

The Annual General Meeting of 
HGS Association was not a 
representative gathering of 
Suburb residents - it was a 
carefully orchestrated event 
fuelled by anonymous letters 
pushed through letterboxes.

To put the record straight: the 
Council of the Residents 
Association is elected 
democratically at the Annual 
General Meeting. Any resident 
who has been a member for two 
years is eligible to stand and all 
residents are invited to attend the 
monthly council meetings. There 
is no question of it being a 
‘closed self-perpetuating clique’ 
and a great deal of hard work, 
entirely voluntary, is done by 
members of the Council in the 
interests of the Suburb generally.

The question of officers is 
given very careful consideration 
before recommendations are 
made to the AGM. Mr 
Wakefield, who is himself one of 
the ‘old guard’ and was vice- 
chairman last year, stated at the 
outset that he did not wish to 
stand for office in 1997 and 
agreed to the Council 
nominations before changing his 
mind. The Residents Association 
has always welcomed new 
members and it is to be hoped 
that residents will not have been 
deterred by the very unpleasant 
meeting held on 
24 March .

Yours
Janette Harris

T h e E d itor  h ap p en s to  k n o w  
that M r W a k e f ie ld  ab sta in ed  
w h en  v o te s  w ere  taken  o n  the  
n o m in a tio n  o f  o ff ic e r s

m u s e u m s , g a l l e r i e s ,  p a r k s  a n d  
w ork p laces.

T h e  s c h o o l ’s p o s i t i v e  a t m o ­
sphere en su red  ch ildren  w ere  w e ll-  
b e h a v e d  w ith  a s tr o n g  s e n s e  o f  
right and w ron g  and g o o d  resp ect  
and to leran ce for each  other.
H e a d  T e a c h e r  D ia n e  L e w is  
w e lc o m e d  th e  rep o rt s a y in g  th e  
sc h o o l w a s p rou d  o f  its a c h ie v e ­
m en ts and its c lo se  lin k s w ith  the 
lo ca l com m u n ity .

“It is g ra tify in g  that a ll a sp ec ts  
o f  s c h o o l  l i f e ,  and  th e  co n tr ib u ­
t io n s  o f  e v e r y o n e  in v o lv e d  w ith  
the sc h o o l, h a v e  b een  reco g n ised  
as v a lu ab le  to  the ch ild ren ’s w e l l­
b e in g  and p rogress,” sh e  said .

HEATHGATE
Residential Sales Lettings & Property Management

A small company with a big business selling and letting 
properties in The Suburb and surrounding areas. 

Please contact Vivienne Harris on

0171-435  3344
105 HEATH STREET HAMPSTEAD LONDON NW3 6SS

BUSY INSTITUTE SUMMER

Garden Suburb Infant School on top form
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