
GARDENING ON THE SUBURB
A f t e r  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  t r y in g  to  
g r o w  p la n t s  t h a t  l o o k  s o  
w o n d e r f u l  in  b o o k s  a n d  
m a g a z in e s  o n ly  to  w a tc h  th e m  
sh r iv e l and d ie  b e fo re  m y  e y e s ,  I 
h a v e  n o w  d isc o v e r e d  h o w  to  sa v e  
m o n e y  and a v o id  d isa p p o in tm en t.

T h is  is  ju s t  to  stro ll around  the  
S u b u r b -w e  rea lly  d o  l iv e  in  su ch  
a b e a u tifu l a rea , an d  as w e l l  as  
g e ttin g  e x e r c is e  y o u  can  se e  w h at  
g ro w s w e ll  in  our “d iff ic u lt” so il. 
S o  m a n y  gard en s h a v e  e x a m p le s  
th a t w e  c a n  f o l lo w .  P e o p le  are  
o n ly  t o o  h a p p y  to  t e l l  y o u  th e  
n a m e or ty p e  o f  p lan t and  h o w  it 
“ d o e s ” ! J u s t  p e e p  o v e r  t h e  
h e d g e s !  O n e  g a r d e n  w h i c h  
s p r in g s  to  m in d  is  n u m b e r  1 4 4  
H a m p stea d  W a y . T h ere  is  a lw a y s  
s o m e t h i n g  to  s e e ,  a t r u ly  
d e l ig h t f u l  g a r d e n . D o n ’t f o r g e t  
th a t  y o u  c a n  a ls o  v i s i t  g a r d e n s  
a d v ertised  in  G ard en s o f  E n g la n d  
and W a le s  O p en  fo r  C h arity  199 7  
p rice  £ 3 .5 0 p . B u t b est  o f  a ll is  the  
L o n d o n  S u p p le m e n t  at 3 0 p  and  
p e o p l e ,  h o p e f u l l y ,  w i l l  b e  
o p e n i n g  t h e i r  g a r d e n s  o n  th e  
S u b u r b  W e e k e n d  J u n e  
2 1 s t -2 2 n d .

W h en  p la n n in g  yo u r  gard en  try 
to  h a v e  a f lo w e r in g  sh ru b  e v e r y  
m o n th , b a c k e d  up  b y  p e r e n n ia ls  
and th en  a litt le  su m m er b ed d in g . 
Y o u  w i l l  t h e n  h a v e  c o n s t a n t  
c o lo u r  a n d , o n c e  e s ta b l is h e d ,  a 
lo w  m a in ten a n ce  gard en . (B lis s ! )

H a v i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  w h ic h  
p lan ts and  shrubs g ro w  w e ll , w h y  
n ot try fo r  the b est s p e c ie s  o f  its  
t y p e ?  T a k e  F o r s y t h i a  f o r  
e x a m p le ,  s o m e  are q u ite  l e g g y  
a n d  s p i n d l y  y e t  o t h e r s  a r e  a 
v ib r a n t  y e l l o w  w i t h  f l o w e r s  
th ic k ly  cra m m ed  o n  th e b ran ch es, 
q u ite  b rea th ta k in g  to  s e e  a fter  a 
lo n g  w in ter  and  o n e  o f  the first to  
p e e p  in t o  S p r in g ,  F o r s y t h i a  
S p ec ta b ilis  is  a g o o d  c h o ic e .

M a h o n ia  “ C h a r i t y ” , a t a l l  
e le g a n t  p la n t w ith  lo n g  r a c e m e s  
o f  y e l l o w  f l o w e r s  i s  q u i t e  an  
arch itectura l p lan t and i f  a llo w e d  
to  g ro w  ta ll, m a k e s  a v e r y  g o o d  
b a c k  d rop  in  th e  g a rd en . S p ir e a  
A rg u ta  (B r id a l W rea th ) a c lo u d  
o f  w h i t e  f r o t h  a n d  t h e n  t h e  
M a g n o l ia s .  T h e y  c e r t a in ly  d o  
w e l l  a r o u n d  h e r e  a n d  a s t r o l l  
arou n d  at th e en d  o f  a fro st  free  
M arch  c o n f ir m e d  th is . M a g n o lia  
S te lla ta , is  a d w a r f form  and  w ill  
f i t  in  th e  s m a l l e s t  o f  S u b u r b ,  
gardens!

L e t ’s n o t  fo r g e t  th e  p e r fu m e d  
s h r u b s  s u c h  a s  D a p h n e  
M e z e r e u m  a n d  t h e  d e l i g h t f u l  
D a p h n e  O d ora  M arg in a ta , w h ic h  
is  o u t s id e  th e  H e a lth  C e n tr e  in  
T e m p le  F ortu n e L an e.
It is  v e r y  fa s h io n a b le  to  c o lo u r  
c o - o r d in a t e  y o u r  g a r d e n  (a  b it  
l ik e  J a eg er !)  and  th e  r e s u lts  ca n  
b e  q u ite  a m a z in g . I h a v e  p lan ted  
A c o r u s  g r a m in e u s  “ O g o n ” in  a 
tub. T h is is  o n e  o f  th e fa sh io n a b le  
g r a s s e s ,  i t  l o o k s  r a th e r  l i k e  a 
B e a tle s  h a ir cu t b u t in  lim e  green  
and p la ced  n e x t  to  m y  tub o f  d eep  
b lu e  p a n s i e s ,  t h e  a f f e c t  w a s  
stu n n ing!

W is le y  are p r o m o tin g  a ra n g e  
o f  S a lv ia s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  s o  
p o p u la r  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  w i t h  
g a r d e n e r s ,  “ C a m b r id g e  B l u e ” 
sp rin gs to  m in d , but la st  year , o n  
o n e  o f  m y  m a n y  trips to  W is le y , I 
sa w  S a lv ia  fa r in a cea  “V ic to r ia ” , a 
d e e p  d e e p  b lu e  u se d  as su m m er  
b ed d in g . I w a s  so  im p r essed  that 
I n o w  h a v e  th e se e d lin g s  c o m in g  
o n  in  m y  g reen h o u se  and  i f  th ey  
lo o k  h a lf  as g o o d  as th e y  d id  at 
W is le y  I sh a ll b e  a h ap p y  bu n ny!

T a k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  w a rm  
d a y s  and  g e t  o n  w ith  th e  b o r in g  
ta sk  o f  w e e d in g . O n ce  it is  d o n e ,  
trea t y o u r s e l f  to  a f e w  s a c k s  o f  
m u lc h  an d  th is  w i l l  s lo w  d o w n
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t h e  g r o w t h  o f  w e e d s ,  r e t a in  
m o is tu r e , g iv e  y o u r  g a r d e n  th e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  t o u c h  a n d  w i l l  
im p r o v e  y o u r  s o i l  c o n s i s t e n c y .  
W h en  fresh  w e e d s  dare to  appear, 
th ey  ca n  b e  r em o v ed  w ith  greater  
e a s e  as th ey  are n o t stu ck  in  c la y  
so il!

I d o  h a v e  a te le p h o n e  n u m b er  
(sh o u ld  a n y o n e  w a n t it), o f  a m an  
w h o  w i l l  c o m e  a n d  c o v e r  th e  
r e q u ir e d  a r e a  w it h  w e l l  r o t te d  
h o r s e  m a n u r e .  I d id  t h i s  l a s t  
su m m er  and it w a s w e ll  w orth  the  
in v estm en t.

A s  w e  ap p roach  M a y , June and  
J u ly  m o s t  o f  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  
s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e .  T r im  
y o u r  l a w n s ,  b u t  n o t  t o o  s h o r t  
b e c a u se  i f  w e  are in  fo r  a h o t dry  
su m m er  th e y  w o n ’t sc o r c h  q u ite  
so  b a d ly  i f  the grass is  a little  on  
the lo n g  sid e .

I a l w a y s  s t r o l l  a r o u n d  m y  
gard en  first th in g  in  the m o rn in g  
w ith  m y  cu p  o f  te a  a n d  lo o k  to  
s e e  h o w  th in g s  are b e h a v in g !  I f  
s o m e t h i n g  l o o k s  t o  b e  in  t h e  
w ro n g  p la ce , m a k e  a n o te  and in  
th e au tu m n  y o u  ca n  m o v e  th in g s  
a rou n d , ju s t  lik e  rea rra n g in g  th e  
furniture.

It is  a p p ro a ch in g  th e  t im e  fo r  
p la n tin g  tu b s and  co n ta in e rs . D o  
u s e  a g o o d  c o m p o s t  b u t  
s o m e t h i n g  w i t h  n o t  t o o  m u c h  
p e a t -I  f in d  that th is  d r ies ou t to o  
q u i c k l y  a n d  i t  i s  a l m o s t  
im p o s s ib le  to  g iv e  it a rea lly  g o o d  
so a k . I am  u s in g  an  a ll p u r p o se  
m ix  fro m  th e  g a rd en  c en tre  an d  
th en  add John  In n es N o .3 , I f in d  
that th is  g iv e s  it a b it m ore  b u lk  
and reta in s the m oistu re .

W h e n  p la n t i n g  u p , u s e  
O s m o c o t e  g r a n u le s  a s  a f o o d  
s o u r c e  th e r e b y  e l im in a t in g  th e  
u s e  o f  a l i q u id  f e e d  a s  t h e  
g ra n u le s  w il l  la st th ro u g h o u t th e  
su m m er.

I am  u sin g  co n ta in ers m ore  and  
m o r e  in  m y  g a r d e n .  W h e n  
so m eth in g  in  the b order is  p ast its 
b est , I rep la ce  it w ith  a co n ta in er  
and h a v e  in stan t co lo u r  w h en  and  
w h ere  I w an t it.

C o n ta in e r  g a r d e n in g  is  a w a y  
f o r w a r d  a n d  w it h  o u r  r a in f a l l  
b e c o m in g  le s s  ea ch  y ear  w e  w ill  
n o  lo n g e r  b e  a b le  to  w a ter  w ith  
s p r in k le r s  a n d  h o s e s ,  b u t  a  
w a t e r in g  c a n  fo r  a f e w  tu b s  is  
q u ite  a ccep ta b le .

C o n t a in e r s  a r e  f u n  to  w o r k  
w ith  an d  le s s  b a ck  c h a lle n g in g .  
G ard en  cen tres  o ffe r  m a n y  id ea s  
fo r  su m m er  b ed d in g . I am  g o in g  
t o  u s e  t r a i l in g  P e t u n i a s  
“ S u r p h in a ” in  a c o n ta in e r , a n d  
B a c o p a  “ S n o w -f la k e ” is  an o th er  
m u s t .  W h y  n o t  tr y  B u t t e r f l y  
G la d io lu s - t h e y  are s o  a ttra c tiv e  
and  d o n ’t req u ire sta k in g , u n lik e  
th e ir  la rg er  b ro th ers an d  s is te r s . 
P le a se  m a k e  su re that y o u  w ater  
y o u r  t u b s  r e g u l a r l y  a n d  a l s o  
w ater and  fe e d  sp rin g  b u lb s w ith  
fo o d  h ig h  in  p o ta ss iu m  o n c e  th ey  
h a v e  d ied  d o w n , as th is  w ill  h e lp  
to  p lu m p  th em  up  for  n ex t  year.

N o w  y o u  c a n  s i t  b a c k , r e la x  
a n d  e n j o y  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  y o u r  
labour. I am  o f f  to  G iv e m y  n ex t  
m o n th , h o p e fu l ly  to  c o m e  b a c k  
w it h  a f e w  i d e a s  a n d  t i p s .  I f  
M o n et ca n  d o  it so  ca n  w e ! !
G o o d  g ard en in g .

Diane Berger

D ia n a  J A M E S  n o t  J o n e s  is  
th e  a u th o r  o f  The Story o f  
Mazawattee Tea w h ic h  w a s  
r e v ie w e d  in  th e  S p r in g  is s u e .  
T h e  b o o k  is  o b ta in a b le  at the  
S u b u rb  G a lle r y , an d  J o se p h s  
B o o k s t o r e ,  2  A s h b o u r n e  
P arad e. T h e  I S B N  n u m b er  is  
185 82 1  4 5 8  X .

WORDSEARCH ANSWERS
W inter 1997 com petition on English Seaside Resorts

The names of the fifteen towns hidden in the box were:
Bexhill 
Blackpool 
Bognor Regis 
Bournemouth 
Brighton

Clacton
Eastbourne
Hastings
Lowestoft
Margate

Morecambe
Scarborough
Skegness
Torquay
Worthing

This was a very well subscribed competition. In fact, it was 
the most popular to date. Perhaps it was easier than previous 
wordsearches? Three quarters of the entries were correct, the 
incorrect ones had only minor errors. One correct entry, hand 
delivered on 12th February, did not have an identifying name 

and address. Thank you to everyone.
Elizabeth W atkins

WORDSEARCH
TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF 

POLITICAL LEADERS
Find and ring the names of 12 Labour Party Leaders this century. 
The names are hidden in the box of letters and may read forwards, 

backwards, up, down or diagonally.

N M A 0 F G X H S B V S

D A C M D C L Y N E S V

E C H B F A S R B J N K

V D N G Y N A U S A C J

T O O F A A Z B D O K O

X N s A M L S S N R N B

T A R A T W L N I S F B

L L E K S T I A G Q D E

X D D C M K L L C R Y Z

O Z N Y I B T E S F U K

S T E L T F N P E O Y G

X C H M H E C W N Y N R

If you are a senior citizen, you may list the answers on a 
postcard with your name, address and telephone number 
and post to: 35 Wildwood Road. The first correct entry 
drawn on the closing date, 20th June 1997, will receive a 
£20 Book Token. To help you on your way, we have given 
you the first answer.
Happy Hunting! Elizabeth W atkins

Music from Japan [using a Koto] 
Masami Fukuda and Mikiko 
Takahashi

Old Time Music Hall from Christine 
Fleming, Erica Eisenberg, Fiona 
Coote, Diane Lewis

An International Spectacular 
Musical Evening

On Saturday 1st March talent 
from all over the world was 
witnessed in the hall of the 
Garden Suburb Infant and 
Junior schools. Parents, staff 
and friends o f the schools  
enjoyed the marvellous event 
organised by the P.T.A.

Musical and dance contribu­

tions came from India, Italy, 
England, Israel, Africa, Japan, 
and Persia.

The evening was made 
complete with the delicious 
samples of International food 
prepared by our school 
community.

B r i l l  SS O w e n
C H A R T E R E D  A R C H I T E C T S

F o r  a  s e n s it iv e  a n d  s y m p a th e tic  
a p p r o a c h  to  A r c h ite c tu re  a n d  

In te r io r  d e s ig n  w e  o f fe r  a 
fu ll o r  p a rtia l s e r v ic e  to  
su it y o u r  r e q u ire m e n ts .

N IC H O L A S  B R IL L  M. SC. DIP. ARCH. RIBA MBIM 
ASSISTANT TRUST ARCHITECT 1987-88

42 NEW OXFORD STREET • BLOOMSBURY 
LONDON WC1A 1EP • TELEPHONE 0171-580 5747 

FAX 0171-580 5626

fit
pis -isr

A M ODERN JUDAISM  
“RESPONDING TO CHANGE  

BUT ROOTED IN TRADITIO N”
is offered by

THE NORTH WESTERN 
REFORM SYNAGOGUE

Alyth Gardens 
Finchley Road, NW11

‘Alyth ’ is a friendly community.
It offers a first class Religion School, 

beautiful services in Hebrew and English, 
total equality for men and women, 

study opportunities for all, 
welfare support in times of difficulty, 
a range of social activities for all ages.

E nquiries f o r  m ore inform ation  
are esp ec ia lly  w elcom e from  

Jew s w ith no synagogue affiliation,

For further information contact: 
Community Director, Lynette Chazen 

on 0181 455 6763

Suburb News is produced, and delivered to you by Residents Association volunteers 5


