
BEST PROMS PROGRAMME YET FOR FIFTH YEAR

Chilingirian Quartet

Robert Max

Im ag ine a com p o ser co m bin ing  
R ichard S trauss’s sum ptuousness, 
P u c c in i ’s ly r ic i s m  an d  
G e rs h w in ’s ja z z in e s s  an d  yo u  
h a v e  so m e  id e a  o f  E r ic h  
W o lfg an g  K o rn g o ld . T h is  y ea r 
m arks the centenary  o f his b irth  
and we will be featuring three o f 
h is  p ie c e s  a t th e  P ro m s  a t S t 
Ju d e’s.

The Baby Serenade, written in 
1928 to celebrate the birth o f the 
com poser’s second son, Georg, is 
an exuberant, uplifting score, but 
it has n ev er b een  h eard  liv e  in 
th is co un try  before: the p e rfo r­
m ance in our opening concert on 
Tuesday 24 June w ill be its UK 
prem iere. O w ain  A rw el H ughes 
w ill conduct the C ovent G arden 
C ham ber O rchestra, and they will 
be  jo in e d  by  R o b e r t  M ax  fo r  
K o rn g o ld ’s C e llo  C o n c e r to , a 
s c o re  th a t  o r ig in a te d  in  th e  
soundtrack for Bette D avis’s film  
Deception-Komgold left V ienna 
in  1934 to  e n jo y  a f lo u ris h in g  
career in H ollyw ood. Deception 
is b a s e d  on  a lo v e  tr ia n g le  
involving a pianist, a cellist and a 
c o m p o s e r  an d  th e  c o n c e r to  is 
su itab ly  pass io n ate  as w ell as a 
virtuoso showpiece.

T h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  th is  
am bitious concert will be devoted 
to folk song settings and orches­
tral pieces by Percy G rainger. If

y o u  th o u g h t G ra in g e r  w as a ll 
c o u n tr y  g a rd e n s  a n d  m o r r is  
d a n c e rs , co m e  an d  h e a r  th e s e  
ex trao rd in a rily  im ag in a tiv e  and 
po ignant treatm ents o f love w on 
an d  lo s t. T h e  sh a n ty  Shallow 
Brown, w ith its haunting trem olo 
o f  m a n d o lin s  an d  g u ita rs  w ill 
f re e z e  y o u r  b lo o d . T h e  aw a rd  
w in n in g  J o y f u l  C o m p a n y  o f  
S ingers, w ho have  su ccessfu lly  
re c o r d e d  th is  r e p e r to i r e ,  w ill 
provide the chorus.

O n W e d n e sd a y  2 5 th  Ju n e  a

p ro g ram m e o f a ttrac tiv e  Ita lian  
B aroque m usic w ill be g iven by 
the soprano N icki. K ennedy, with 
D e b o ra h  C a lla n d  on  tru m p e t , 
K a s ia  E is n e r  on  th e o r b o , an d  
E liz a b e th  B o y le  on  k e y b o a rd . 
This w ill be a rare chance to hear 
the exquisite 17th-century Italian 
cham ber organ new ly installed in 
St Ju d e’s.

T h e  fo l lo w in g  e v e n in g  
(T h u rsd ay  26 Ju n e) th e  w o rld - 
fam ous Chilingirian Q uartet offer 
an  u n m is s a b le  p ro g ra m m e  o f

M o z a r t  an d  B ra h m s  q u a r te ts ,  
to g e th e r  w ith  a n o th e r  ro r ty  
K o rn g o ld ’s P ian o  Q u in te t. T he 
la tte r , co n ju rin g  the e ffec t o f  a 
full orchestra, taxes the players to 
th e ir  lim it th is  w ill be o n ly  its 
s e c o n d  p e r f o rm a n c e  in  th is  
country.

O n F r id a y  27 Ju n e  w e h av e  
tw o co n certs . A t lu n ch tim e  the 
d is tin g u ish e d  C an ad ian  p ia n is t 
Joan R ow land offers a delightful 
p ro g ram m e  o f  M o za rt, C h o p in  
an d  D e b u s s y , w h ile  in  th e  
evening we invite you to com e to 
th e  c a b a re t .  A n y o n e  w h o  h a s  
e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  c e le b ra te d  
so p ra n o  J i l l  G o m e z , s u i ta b ly  
a t t i r e d  an d  e x o t ic a l ly  l i t ,  in  
cabaret m ode w ill know  the treat 
th e y  h a v e  in  s to re . H e r 
p ro g ra m m e , w ith  a c c o m p a n is t 
Jo h n  C o n stab le , w ill in c lu d e  a 
m is c e lla n y  fro m  K u rt W e i l l ’s 
Marie Galante ( th e  to u c h in g  
‘J ’attends un nav ire’ was adopted 
by the F rench R esistance during 
th e  W a r) , th r e e  p r ic e le s s  
e x a m p le s  o f  th e  g e n re  by  
B enjam in B ritten  (to w itty  texts 
by W .H. Auden), and classics by 
C o le  P o rte r  ( ‘N ig h t and  D a y ’, 
‘M iss Otis R egrets’) and G eorge 
G ershw in ( ‘S ’ w onderfu l’, ‘Love 
w a lk ed  rig h t, i n ’, ‘F a sc in a tin g  
R h y th m ’). C om e to the m arquee 
a f te r  th e  c o n c e r t  a n d  m in g le ,

glass in hand, with the artists.
T he Prom s reach  the ir clim ax 

on  S a tu rd a y  28 Ju n e  w ith  
B r i t t e n ’s Nove’s Fludde. 
Professionals will be jo in ing  local 
s c h o o lc h ild re n  an d  th e  Y o u th  
M u s ic  C e n tre  fo r  B r i t t e n ’s 
m o v in g  C h e s te r  m ira c le  p la y  
( ‘strong m en have been know n to 
w eep unasham edly  at the sound 
o f the bugles and at the appear­
ance. o f the ra inbow ’, according 
to B ritten ’s b iographer, M ichael 
Kennedy). The conductor w ill be 
Edw ard Kay o f South H am pstead 
High School. In the first half, the 
a n im a ls  w ill be in tro d u c e d  by 
R ebecca  A usten -B row n  and the 
e n s e m b le  T in ta g e l  in  an 
a u d ie n c e -f r ie n d ly  se q u e n c e  o f  
m e d ie v a l  so n g s  a n d  d a n c e s  
entitled The Ark of Noah.

T h e  P ro m s at S t J u d e ’s is a 
M usic A id  p ro d u ctio n  in  aid  o f 
Save the Children and the Organ 
F u n d . A ll a r t is ts  a re  d o n a tin g  
th e ir se rv ices. F u rth e r in fo rm a­
t io n  fro m  T h e  A d m in is t r a to r  
(0181 455 4518).

Barry Millington
Artistic Director, 

Proms at St Jude’s

Tickets from A rtmark 01395 
223400 or from the Garden 
Suburb Gallery

BIG FUN WALK
G e tt in g  on  fo r  4 0 0  p e o p le ,  
in c lu d in g  Jo h n  M a r s h a ll  an d  
R udy  V is, m any  s ta ff  from  the 
Hospice, fam ilies, their dogs, the 
young and the elderly, w alked in 
s u n s h in e  fro m  E a s t  F in c h le y  
S ta t io n  th r o u g h  C h e rry  T re e  
W o o d s , u p  a n d  o v e r  to  
P arliam en t H ill F ie lds, dow n to 
Prim rose H ill and R egents Park, 
then  dow n th rough  the Parks to 
fin ish  at S to re y ’s G ate opposite  
W e s tm in s te r  A b b ey . W e w ere  
sent o ff by the M ayor o f Barnet, 
u rg e d  on  by  th e  M a y o r  o f  
C a m d e n  a t B e ls iz e  P a rk , an d  
w e lco m ed  by  th e  D ep u ty  L o rd  
M ayor o f W estm inster. A long the 
way we were fortified by supplies 
o f  d rin k s and  san d w ich es from

FLUTE, RECORDER, PIANO 
GENERAL MUSIC LESSONS

in the Suburb
Professional, enthusiastic 

teacher; graduate of 
Royal Academy of Music 

All ages & abilities welcome. 
Easy parking, or can visit. 
Free consultation lesson 

Rebecca Austen-Brown 
0181 905 5425

the H ospice van, and at the end 
revived by coffee and doughnuts 
g e n e ro u s ly  d o n a te d  by  
M cDonalds.

It really was a Big Fun W alk, 
b u t it a lso  h ad  a v e ry  s e r io u s  
p u rp o se  in  ra is in g  d e sp e ra te ly  
n e e d e d  m o n e y  fo r  th e  N o r th  
L o n d o n  H o s p ic e .  T h is  w as 
h ig h l ig h te d  by  th e  n e w s  th a t  
w eek that the B orough o f Barnet 
w as  w ith d r a w in g  its  a n n u a l 
support o f  £27 ,0 0 0  tow ards the 
n e a rly  £2  m ill io n  n eed ed  each  
year to keep the H ospice and its 
se rv ic e s  a v a ila b le  to  th e  lo c a l 
population.

T h e  w a lk e rs  th r o u g h  th e i r  
sponsors have so far raised  over 
£20,000. Jan White

ew, xwu}
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at the Youth Hall,
Alyth Gardens, NW11

on Wednesdays at 7.45 pm.
THIS FORM, SIMILAR TO TAI CHI, HAS 

BEEN PRACTISED FOR OVER 2000 YEARS 
THROUGH BREATHING, EXERCISE AND 
MEDITATION. IT ACHIEVES FITNESS AND 

WELL BEING, AIDING IN THE PREVENTION 
OF COLDS, BODY ACHES AND PAINS, 
LETHARGY, RSI INJURIES, STRESS AND 

ANXIETY ETC.

For further information contact
AVATK£2')$?nOl?l
01923 Z55496

Your True Image Mirror ™
Reverse the image of your everyday mirror and 

see yourself the way you really are.
Fascinating and innovative product!

For further information call/fax
(0181) 458 0232

V GOOD FOOD  
GOOD WINE 

GOOD COMPANY 
BARGAIN PRICES

Available to all. For details, ring:
The Secretary, The HGS Gourmet Society

^ 0181-4581238 A

"SUCH A
BIG CHURCH"

HOSPICE THANKS

Figures recen tly  re leased  by the 
C entral B oard o f F inance o f the 
C h u rc h  o f  E n g la n d  show  th a t 
co n g reg a tio n s  in  the C hurch  o f 
England have shrunk this year by 
the greatest num ber in 20 years. 
A verage Sunday a ttendance was 
1,045,000 in 1995-36,000 below  
the previous year.

I have to say that I am not too 
sure how these figures are arrived 
a t-th e  only return we make from 
Saint Jude’s to headquarters is of 
the num ber o f com m unican ts at 
E aster. In fac t befo re  I cam e to 
Saint Ju d e ’s it does not seem  to 
have been the custom to record the 
num ber a ttend ing  serv ices, only 
the number receiving communion. 
So how  sh o u ld  w e re s p o n d  to  
these statistics? Some traditionalist 
com m entators have ascribed  the 
dow nturn  to w eak leadersh ip  o f 
the Church during the 1980s and 
to  th e o lo g ic a l  l ib e ra l is m . 
O p tim is ts  p o in t o u t th a t th e  
num ber who go to church in this 
c o u n try  is s till h ig h e r th an  the  
n u m b e r w ho a tte n d  fo o tb a ll  
matches. Others have said that the 
figures do not give the full picture. 
The B ishop of M anchester thinks 
that there is anecdotal evidence of 
a sw itch from w eekly attendance 
to  e q u a lly  re g u la r , b u t le s s  
frequent attendance.

I think that is certainly true o f 
Sain t Ju d e ’s. T here are, I th ink , 
circles of attendance, ranging from 
those who are able to come every 
w eek  to  th o se  w ho com e m ore 
occasionally. The m onthly family 
service we have instituted is meant 
to encourage this so far as families 
with small children are concerned.

I have been looking recently at 
our old service registers from Saint 
J u d e ’s. W e s t i l l  p o s s e s s  th e se  
going back to the opening of the 
c h u rc h  in  1908 . A nd  it is 
in te re s t in g  w h a t th e se  re c o rd s  
sh o w . T he  la rg e s t  n u m b e r o f  
c o m m u n ic a n ts  at any  s in g le  
service was at Midnight Mass in 
1924 when 309 people made their 
com m union . A t M id n ig h t M ass 
la s t  y e a r  29 0  m ad e  th e ir  
communion.

E ver since I have been on the 
Suburb I have heard of how in the 
1920s th e  f i r s t  V ic a r , Basil 
Bourchier, u se d  to  p re a c h  to  
congregations of thousands in this 
c h u rc h . I f  he d id , th e  c h u rc h  
re g is te rs  d o n ’t reco rd  it. A nd I 
d o n ’t think we have ever ow ned 
more than 500 chairs. I have seen 
this church  w ith that num ber o f 
Henrietta Barnett School girls here 
fo r  a c o n c e rt and  th e re  w a s n ’t

much room left. So as a historian I 
conclude  tha t B asil p reach ed  to 
400 or 500, and that the church  
was, or looked, full. It was as if 
there  w ere th o u san d s o f p eop le  
h e re -so  m any you ju s t c o u ld n ’t 
count.

A n y w a y , as Evelyn Waugh 
(w ho  w as c o n f irm e d  at S a in t 
Ju d e ’s) reco rds in his au to b io g ­
raphy, “B ourch ier’s congregation 
w as no t e x c lu s iv e ly -n o r  indeed  
prim arily-local. Personal devotees 
flocked  to him  from  all parts of 
L o n d o n . H is se rm o n s  w ere  
dram atic, topical, irra tio n a l- and 
quite w ithout theological content. 
T h ey  w o u ld  h av e  s e rv e d , m y 
father rem arked-and  no stricture 
w as m ore severe  on h is l ip s -a s  
leading articles in the Daily Mail” .

Since I have been on the Suburb 
I h av e  a lso  g o t u se d  to  b e in g  
a sk e d , “ D o w e f i l l  S a in t 
Ju d e ’s?”- i t ’s such a big church! 
This question, I would suggest, is 
a completely m odem  and com m er­
c ia l one. S om eone loo k in g  at a 
church o f this size in the M iddle 
Ages would never have asked, do 
we fill it? England is full o f tiny 
villages w ith churches that seem 
enorm ously  out o f p roportion  to 
th e  s iz e  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n . I 
suppose most of us just assume the 
village was bigger once than it is 
now. But that is not necessarily so.

T he fac t o f  the  m a tte r is tha t 
u n ti l  v e ry  re c e n t ly ,  w h en  
e c o n o m ic  c o n s tra in ts  b e cam e  
p a ra m o u n t, th e  s ize  o f  c h u rc h  
buildings had nothing whatsoever 
to do w ith the size o f congrega­
tions. Churches were built to give 
g lo ry  to  G od . T he  b ig g e r  th e  
church the more glory. Our church 
is bigger than yours even though 
we are only a little village and you 
are a big one. Churches are sacred 
not commercial space.

St Jude’s is sacred space. It is a 
big church from  the outside, but 
less than  h a lf  o f  it is co n g reg a­
tional space. H alf is only for the 
clergy, servers and the choir.

To conclude, a few more words 
fro m  Evelyn Waugh w h ich  
remind us why we are really here. 
“ D e sp ite  a ll M r B o u r c h ie r ’s 
e x tr a v a g a n t d is p la y ” , W au g h  
w rite s , “ it w as h e re ” , at S a in t 
J u d e ’s, H a m p s te a d  G ard en  
S u b u rb , th a t I f irs t h ad  “some 
glimpse of higher mysteries”.

Rev Alan Walker

PICTURE FRAMING
HGS Resident: evenings, 

weekends, daytime 
458 2894

O v e r £ 9 2 5  w as ra is e d  fo r  th e  
North London H ospice in only 2 
hours at the “Bring & Buy Coffee 
M o rn in g ” in  the  T ea  H ouse on 
22nd February! Very many thanks 
to everyone who supported us.

The NW  Support Group of the 
North London Hospice welcomes 
new  m em bers. If  you w ould like 
to  re c e iv e  o u r  p ro g ra m m e  o f

Dr. Meir Pfeffer Ph. D.

VISITING THERAPIST
(FELDENKRAIS)

Tel: 0181 346 0258

fundraising events or perhaps run 
an event yourself (w hether large 
o r s m a ll) ,  p le a s e  c o n ta c t  o u r 
M e m b e rsh ip  S e c re ta ry , S y lv ia  
C leary , on 0181 455 6547. The 
Hospice needs our continued 
support to carry on providing 
its wonderful services to all 
those who need them.

Yvonne Oliver

Specialising in 
• M uscu lo -skele ta l p a in s  

• backaches • a rth ritis  
• strokes • p o s tu re  an d  b rea th in g

Member of the Feldenkais Guild

HK

ft*

RELATE - trained counsellor 
offers help to couples or individuals 

with relationship problems 
Tel 0181 455 6735

St Jude-on-the-Hill
Central Square, H am pstead G arden Suburb, N W  11

Recital Series 1997
Sundays at 4 pm

27 th April
The Emiro Ensemble

plays works fo r  clarinet, cello and piano 
by Beethoven and Glinka

4th May
Andrew McCrea (organ)

plays works by Bach, Bruhns and Widor

18th May
Deborah Calland and Andrew McCrea

play music fo r  trumpet and organ by Purcell and Handel

1st June
Geoffrey Govier (fortepiano)

plays the Sonatas in A (D664) and B f la t (D960) by Shubert

$3  g o  Tickets £6 and £4 available on the door H  H E

P R  H A R T L E Y

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT & 
LICENSED AUDITOR

Accounting and Taxation Service

Call 0181-455 7639 
0171-377 9996

Fax 0171-375 0900

4 S u b u rb  N e w s  is p ro d u c e d , a n d  d e liv e re d  to  y o u  b y  Residents Association v o lu n te e rs


