
HBS successes
With the current problems still unresolved, do you often wonder 
what we are doing at HBS, what the school is really like?

I can assure you that the girls’ education is paramount and 
that we continue to evaluate and to plan for the years ahead. We 
look forward very much to developing even closer educational 
links with the Institute.

I am  often  asked w h y  the sch oo l 
is  so  s u c c e ss fu l. A fter  a ll w e  do  
not h ave  la v ish  fa c il it ie s  or very  
m uch sp a ce . I fe e l  the qu ality  o f  
the relationsh ips w ith in  the sch oo l 
is fundam ental to our su ccess . The  
relaxed  but respectfu l relationship  
b etw een  sta ff and p upils ensures a 
p u rp osefu l atm osphere w ith in  the 
c lassroom  and I firm ly b e liev e  that 
on ly  if  these relationsh ips are good  
can e ffe c tiv e  learn in g  take p lace. 
W e en co u ra g e  in d ep en d en ce  and  
ind iv idual resp onsib ility  and rarely 
h a v e  to  im p o s e  s a n c t io n s .  W e  
a p p r e c ia te  h o w  m u c h  w e  n e e d  
c o n t a c t  w it h  p a r e n ts  a n d  th e ir  
support if  w e  are to do our best for 
the g irls. In all o f  this w e  are m ost 
ab ly  led  by our G o v ern in g  B o d y  
a n d  it is  a g r e a t  h e lp  th a t o u r  
F oun d ation  B o d y  has fe lt able to  
appoint G overnors again and m ost 
o f  our v a can cies are n ow  filled .

A s  y o u  w o u ld  e x p e c t ,  w e  are 
strong in all areas o f  the academ ic  
c u r r ic u lu m  fr o m  o u r  t h r iv in g  
C la ss ic s  d ep artm en t to our large  
S c ie n c e  d e p a r tm e n t . A lt h o u g h  
m uch o f  the w ork is done in a hut 
or an attic room , our D e s ig n  and 
T e c h n o lo g y  d e p a r tm en t is  w e l l  
e s ta b lis h e d  w ith  a ll g ir ls  ta k in g  
th is  s u b j e c t  at G C S E . O ur A rt  
d epartm ent p ro d u ces ou tstan d in g  
w ork  and each  year g irls g o  on to 
A rt F ou n d a tio n  C o u rses. W e are 
very p leased  to rece ive  a gen erou s  
bequest from  a Suburb resident to

su p p o r t A rt s tu d e n ts .  W ith  ou r  
l im i t e d  f a c i l i t i e s  th e  P h y s i c a l  
E ducation  departm ent m anages to 
a c h ie v e  reg u la r  s u c c e s s  b o th  in  
Barnet leagu es and nationally . The  
departm ent m ak es fu ll u se  o f  the 
fa c ilit ie s  ava ilab le  nearby such  as 
the W elsh  Harp, L yttelton  P lay in g  
F ie ld s ,  l o c a l  s q u a s h  c lu b s ,  
sw im m in g  p o o ls , and o f  course the 
H eath . It a lso  runs a c h a llen g in g  
program m e o f  outdoor pursuits.

W hat are our current concerns?  
E quality o f  opportunity is as m uch  
a concern  for us as for any sch o o l  
and w e  c o n sta n tly  c h a lle n g e  our  
ow n  practice. The sta ff are seek in g  
to  s h a r e  g o o d  p r a c t ic e  a n d  to  
co n tin u e  to ex p a n d  our tea ch in g  
and lea rn in g  s ty le s . W e are a lso  
con tinu in g  to exten d  our prov ision  
for A rt, M u sic  and D ram a. N ex t  
term  w e  are loo k in g  forward to the 
production o f  our sch o o l play and 
to a concert by  our orchestra in St 
Ju d e’s.

W e are a n o n -d e n o m in a tio n a l  
s c h o o l  a n d  s e e k  to  m a k e  o u r  
a s s e m b ie s  in c lu s iv e  rather than  
e x c lu s iv e . R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  from  
d ifferen t fa ith s  con tr ib u te  to our  
a s s e m b l i e s  a n d  w e  v a lu e  v e r y  
h igh ly  th is c lo s e  co n n ectio n  w ith  
m em bers o f  loca l faith groups. N o  
r e l i g i o u s  o r  c u l t u r a l  g r o u p  
d o m in a tes  w ith in  the sc h o o l and  
a b o u t  a th ir d  o f  th e  g i r l s  are  
b ilin g u a l, sp ea k in g  3 0  lan gu ages. 
T h er e  45  g ir ls  fro m  N 2  and  9 0

girls from  N W 11 in sch o o l at the 
m om ent. W e fee l w e  are a sch o o l 
se r v in g  its  lo c a l c o m m u n ity  but 
a ls o  p r o v id in g  h ig h  q u a l i ty  
e d u c a t io n  for g ir ls  fro m  fu rth er  
afie ld  w h o  can b en efit from  H B S. 
W e have rece ived  8 0 0  app lications  
fo r  e n try  to  Y 7  in  1 9 9 6  fo r  9 3  
p la c e s .  S e l e c t io n  is  in e v i t a b ly  
d iff icu lt  and w e  m ust o ften  m iss  
very able girls. H ow ever  there are 
a ls o  lo c a l  g ir ls  w h o  turn d o w n  
p laces w h en  offered  them , invari­
a b ly  in  f a v o u r  o f  th e  p r iv a t e  
sector.

W e  m u st  a lw a y s  lo o k  to  th e  
fu tu re . A l l  g ir ls  d o  tw o  w e e k s ’ 
w ork  ex p er ien ce  in Y 1 0  and on e  
w e e k  o f  w ork  sh ad ow in g  in Y 1 3 . 
W e h a v e  2 0 0  g ir ls  in  ou r s ix th  
fo r m  an d  a ll  are o f f e r e d  w o r k  
ex p erien ce in France, G erm any or 
S w ed en  in collaboration  w ith  other  
Barnet sch oo ls; w e  have rece ived  
fu n d in g  from  the EE C  to support 
this. N early  every  girl g o e s  on to 
h ig h er  ed u c a t io n  and the ro u tes  
c h o s e n  are v e r y  v a r ie d ,  s o m e  
p r e d ic t a b le  s u c h  a s  e n tr y  to  
O x fo r d , C a m b r id g e , in to  L a w ,

M e d ic in e ,  E n g l i s h ,  m o d e r n  
lan gu ages, others m ore in d ividual 
such as A n thropology  and fash ion  
retailing , b u sin ess  and m arketing. 
W e are a ls o  v e r y  a w a r e  o f  th e  
g ir ls’ n eed s as w om en . M any w ill  
b e  w i v e s ,  h a v e  p a r tn e r s ,  b e  
m o th e r s  and  th is  w i l l  a ls o  b e  a 
d em and in g  and rew arding part o f  
their l iv e s . W e h ave a structured  
P e r s o n a l an d  H e a lth  E d u c a t io n  
p rogram m e; our P eer  E d u ca tio n  
p r o g r a m m e  in  w h ic h  Y 1 2  g ir ls  
w ork  w ith  Y 10 g irls over sen sitive  
a r e a s  h a s  a c h ie v e d  n a t io n a l  
recogn ition .

In 1 9 9 5 /6  w ith  trips to our F ield  
C e n tr e  in  W i l t s h ir e ,  t r ip s  a n d  
e x c h a n g e s  to  F r a n c e  an d  
G erm any, v is its  to R om e, Iceland, 
a P E  to u r  o f  M a lta , a s k i in g  
h o lid a y , v is i t s  to the theatre and  
e x h i b i t i o n s  in  L o n d o n  an d  
A m s t e r d a m , G e o g r a p h y  an d  
B i o l o g y  f i e l d  t r ip s ,  g i r l s  at 
H enrietta Barnett are offered  a rich  
and ch a llen g in g  program m e. H ow  
m uch w e  o w e  to our ou tstand in g  
and ded icated  staff.

Jane de Swiet

The Scourge of Honey Fungus
H o n e y  fu n g u s , p erh ap s the m o st  
d e v a s ta t in g  d is e a s e  to  o c c u r  in  
g a r d e n s ,  i s  r a m p a n t  o n  th e  
S u b u r b .  M a n y  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  
h a v e  e n c o u n t e r e d  a s e v e r e  
o u t b r e a k  h a v e  o f  n e c e s s i t y  
b e c o m e  ex p er t  o n  id e n tif ic a t io n  
and o ften  w ed d ed  to a particu lar  
n ostru m  for e lim in a t io n , to su ch  
an  e x t e n t  th a t  th e y  are t o t a l ly  
im m e r se d  in  th e  to p ic , and in  a 
w a y  p a s s io n a te ly  in v o lv e d  w ith  
th e ir  e n e m y . S o  I s h a l l  n o t  b e  
su r p r ise d  i f  th e  E d ito r  r e c e iv e s  
le t t e r s  o f  o b lo q u y  r e v i l in g  th e  
author o f  th is in form ation  n ote .

A tte n d a n c e  at a recen t H o n e y  
F u n g u s  S t u d y  D a y  at th e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  R e a d in g  h a s  
p ersuad ed  m e that it is  im p o ss ib le  
to  erad icate  th is sco u rg e  o n c e  it is  
p r e s e n t . C h e m ic a l  tr e a tm e n t  is  
e x p e n s i v e  a n d  l a b o r io u s ,  a n d  
i n e f f e c t i v e .  T h e  c o u n s e l s  o f  
p erfec tio n , to rem o v e  and rep lace  
all the so il  for  at least a m etre in  
e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  e v e r y  
in fe c ted  p lant, are sca rce ly  practi­
c a b le  in  o u r  m o d e s t  g a r d e n s .  
C erta in ly  o n e  sh o u ld  d ig  up and  
d i s p o s e  o f  th e  r e m a in s  o f  a n y  
str ick en  tree or shrub as so o n  as 
p o ss ib le , b e in g  carefu l to  rem o v e  
a s  m u c h  o f  th e  r o o t s  a s  is  
fea s ib le . B u t there is n o  gu aran tee  
that th is w ill  b e in tim e to p reven t  
sp read in g .

S o  it  s e e m s  b e s t  to  a c c e p t  
d e f e a t  a n d  f o r  s o m e  y e a r s  to  
a v o id  s u s c e p t ib l e  s p e c i e s  a n d  
co n c e n tr a te  on  r e -p la n tin g  trees  
and  sh ru b s w h ic h  are k n o w n  to  
b e m o st  r e s ista n t to  the fu n g u s .

W h at sh o u ld  o n e  a v o id ?  S a d ly ,  
the list in c lu d es  ro ses, rh od od en ­
d r o n s  in c lu d in g  a z a le a s ,  b ir c h , 
w a ln u t, w itch  h a ze ls , a p p les and  
crab  a p p le s ,  fo r s y th ia , c h e r r ie s  
a n d  p lu m s ,  L e y la n d  c y p r e s s  
( h o o r a y ) ,  p e o n i e s ,  w i l l o w s ,  
w istaria , p rivet and m a p le s  - and  
th is is b y  n o m ean s a co m p reh en ­
s iv e  ca ta lo g u e .

W hat are the resistant sp ec ie s?  
H a p p i ly  t h e y  in c l u d e  m a n y  
d e s ir a b le  s u b je c ts  - the T ree  o f  
H e a v e n ,  th e  L o n d o n  p la n e ,  
c le m a t i s ,  b a m b o o s ,  th e  In d ia n  
B e a n  T r e e , y e w , m a h o n ia , iv y ,  
ja s m in e , fo th e r g i l la ,  th o rn s , the  
S m o k e  T ree and the S ta g ’s H orn  
S u m a c h , h e a th e r s ,  c o r n u s ,  th e  
J u d a s  T r e e ,  p i e r i s ,  o a k s ,  r u e ,  
s a r c o c c o c a ,  b o x ,  h o l l i e s ,  l im e s  
and tam arisk .

I f  you r ex p er ien ce  in our loca l 
c la y  co n tra d ic ts  en tr ie s  in e ith er  
o f  th ese  lis ts , p lea se  w rite and tell 
the E ditor. M ea n w h ile , the Trust 
h a s  a u s e f u l  f r e e  in f o r m a t io n  
sh ee t, ‘H o n ey  fu n g u s and h o w  to  
c o p e  w ith  i t ’ , an d  I s h o u ld  b e  
g la d  to  l e n d  a n y  in t e r e s t e d  
res id en t the R o y a l H o rticu ltu ra l 
S o c i e t y ’s n e w  le a f le t  on  h o n e y  
f u n g u s  o r  th e  F o r e s t r y  
C o m m i s s i o n ’s b u l le t in ,  w h ic h  
has e x c e lle n t  illu stra tion s o f  both  
the u nderground  ‘b o o t la c e s ’ and  
the v ery  var iab le  fu n g u s fru itin g  
b o d ie s . I f  all e lse  fa ils , it m ay be  
so m e  c o n so la t io n  that S e lfr id g e s  
s e l l s  h o n e y  f u n g u s  in  i t s  
v e g e t a b le  d e p a r tm e n t  at up  to  
£ 4 .9 5 p  a quarter!

Spencer Hudson
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John Marshall MP leads the field in the Autumn ‘Round the Heath Extension ’ walk to benefit the North London Hospice

The Big Fun Walk
T h e  e v e r  a c t iv e  N o r th  W e s t  
S u p p o r t  G r o u p  o f  th e  N o r th  
L ondon  H o sp ice , w h ich  is centred  
at F e llo w sh ip  H ou se , is p lanning a 
S p o n s o r e d  B ig  F u n  W a lk  o n  
Sunday M arch 10th.

T he 7 .5  m ile  w a lk  from  Cherry  
T ree W o o d  to P arliam en t Square  
w il l  b e in  tw o  s ta g e s ,  ta k in g  in  
H igh gate  W o o d  - P arliam ent H ill 
F ie ld s  - P r im ro se  H ill - R e g e n ts  
Park - H yd e Park - G reen Park and 
St J a m es’ Park. D rinks and sn acks

In the doghouse
Sub urb  r e s id e n ts  are up in  arm s  
a g a in s t  t h o s e  d o g - o w n e r s  w h o  
a l l o w  t h e ir  p e t s  to  f o u l  th e  
p a v e m e n t s  a n d  g r a s s  v e r g e s .  
S o m e  r o a d s  o n  th e  S u b u r b  are  
n e v e r  f r e e  o f  d o g  m e s s  - 
O a k w o o d  R oad  is  a ca se  in p o in t  
w it h  th e  p a v e m e n t s  a n d  g r a s s  
v e r g e s  c o n s ta n t ly  b e in g  f o u le d .  
T h ere h a v e  b een  sto r ies o f  ru ined  
sh o es , car carp ets w h ich  had to be  
w a sh ed  and d is in fec ted , e tc . S o  to  
a l l  d o g - o w n e r s :  Please use a 
poop scoop or teach your dog to 
use to use the gutters or your 
own garden. A n d , i f  w a lk in g  in  
N o r t h w a y  G a r d e n s  o r  C e n tr a l  
Square, u se  the P o o p -S c o o p  b in s.

w i l l  b e  se r v e d  ‘en  r o u te ’, f ir s t -  
a id ers a v a ila b le  and p a rtic ip a n ts  
can w a lk  all or part o f  the w ay .

P a u l in e  T r e e n ,  th e  H o s p ic e  
F u n d  R a is e r ,  s a id  at a r e c e n t  
com m ittee  m eetin g  at the H o sp ice  
“T h is p rom ises to be a m ajor even t  
a n d  w i l l  h e lp  to  r a is e  th e  
in c r e a s in g  fu n d s n eed ed  to k eep  
th e  H o s p ic e  r u n n in g . T h e  lo c a l  
authority pays for le ss  than 25%  o f  
its  u p k eep  and an e v e n t  su ch  as 
this w ill  help  tow ards b ridging the

R e s i d e n t s  l i v i n g  n e a r  th e  
c r e m a to r iu m  h a v e  c o m p la in e d  
r e g u la r ly  a b o u t  th e  s m o k e  an d  
sm e ll  w h ic h  at t im e s , e s p e c ia lly  
in  th e  su m m e r , h a v e  b e c o m e  a 
s e r io u s  n u is a n c e  a n d  a h e a lth  
hazard.

T h e  g e n e r a l  m a n a g e r  M r  
P h illip  R e e v e s  (0 1 8 1 -4 5 5  2 3 7 4 )  
e x p la in ed  in M ay 1 9 9 5  that n ew  
e q u ip m e n t  h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d  
w h ic h  w o u ld  c o m p ly  w it h  th e  
U K  E n v ir o n m e n ta l  P r o te c t io n  
A c t 1 9 9 0 . It w a s  ex p e c te d  to be  
in sta lled  and in u se  b y  the end  o f  
1 9 9 5  or early  1 9 9 6 .

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  d e l a y s .  
B e c a u s e  o f  th e  A c t ,  th e r e  h a s  
b e e n  a h u g e  d e m a n d  f o r  t h e  
e q u ip m e n t , s o m e  o f  w h ic h  h a s  
to  b e  i m p o r t e d .  T h e  c r e m a t ­
o r iu m  is  a l i s t e d  b u i ld in g  a n d  
t h i s  e n t a i l s  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d

a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  E n g l i s h  
H e r ita g e  an d  o th e r  b o d ie s ,  and  
th e  d e s ig n  a n d  c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  
n e w  b r o n z e  d o o r s .

T h e  1 9 9 0  A c t  p r o v id e d  that  
n e w  e q u ip m e n t  h ad  to  b e  in u se  
b y  1 9 9 6 .  T h i s  d a t e  h a s  n o w  
b e e n  e x te n d e d  to  1 9 9 8 .

T h e  l a t e s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( in  
N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 5 )  i s  t h a t  t h e  
w o r k  i s  e x p e c t e d  to  s t a r t  in  
N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 6  an d  that it w il l  
t a k e  a b o u t  s i x  w e e k s  to  
c o m p le te .

M r R e e v e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  
c r e m a t o r i u m  s p e n t  a b o u t  
£ 4 0 , 0 0 0  d u r i n g  1 9 9 5  o n  
te m p o ra r y  m o d if ic a t io n s  to  th e  
p resen t e q u ip m e n t  an d  that the  
c o s t  o f  th e  n e w  in s t a l la t io n  is  
e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  a b o u t  £ 1  
m ill io n .

Tom Sales

en orm ou s finan cia l ga p .”
T he H o sp ic e , w h ich  se rv es  the  

B arnet B o ro u g h  and su rroun d in g  
areas, is accep ted  as b e in g  a centre  
o f  e x c e l le n c e  b oth  in its m ed ica l 
exp ertise , the caring and com fort­
a b le  a t m o s p h e r e  a n d  it s  tr u ly  
m ulti-fa ith  ethos.

A n y o n e  w ish in g  to take up the 
c h a l le n g e  o f  th e  B ig  F un  W a lk  
p lease contact H arold K arton - 455  
7 9 8 3  or G il l ia n  N e w m a n  - 4 5 5  
5 4 3 2 . Gillian Newman

119(1 QUE 0181-455 8187 
are on the Internet

Email: Jlipkin@Unique. win-uk.net
JOBS for experienced people, locally and town
SECRETARIES - Word Perfect, Word for Windows, etc. available at short notice 

i COMPUTER staff
f TRAINING - IBM, MAC, most word processors and computer packages 

CV’s, MAILSHOT and WP/DTP service. Good quality colour and laer printers.
Many languages.

UNIQUE -  766 Finchley Road, Temple Fortune, NW'l 1 
Tel: 0181-455 8187 Fax: 0181 455 5335 Email: Jlipkin(u Unuiue.win-uk.net

freehold lock up garage 
required in North or 

South Square.
Please repy to: Box No 001/96 

26 Hampstead Way NW11 7JL

HEATHGATE
Residential Sales Lettings & Property Management

Specialising in The Suburb and surrounding areas, we have 
over 30 years experience and would be delighted to advise 

you on the sale, purchase or letting of your property. 
Please contact Vivienne Harris or Adam Leighton on

0171-435 3344
105 HEATH STREET HAMPSTEAD LONDON NW3 6SS
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