
Garden Suburb Theatre
A fter the large cast required for  
the O cto b er  p ro d u ctio n  o f  The 
Visit ( 3 5 ,  to  b e  p r e c i s e ) ,  th e  
Garden Suburb Theatre is pulling  
in  its  b e lt  in  N o v e m b e r  and  
p u ttin g  on  w h a t is  v ir tu a lly  a 
two-hander.

Lettice and Lovage t e l l s  o f  
L ettice, w h o  takes gu id ed  tours 
o f  F u stia n  H o u se , ‘the  d u lle s t  
house in E ngland’. Tiring o f  the 
in d i f f e r e n c e  w ith  w h ic h  h er  
audience greets her scripted and 
rather turgid h istory , w hat d oes  
she do? M akes it up, o f  course. 
T h e  s c e n e s  in  w h ic h  sh e  
gradually elaborates her ta le, to 
the gratifying am azem ent and, in 
so m e  c a s e s ,  d i s b e l i e f  o f  th e  
v is i t o r s  are s o m e  o f  th e  b e s t  
c r a f te d  an d  m o s t  a m u s in g  o f  
recen t B ritish  dram a. N atu rally  
she gets found out. A nd it is the

r e la t io n s h ip  w h ic h  d e v e lo p s  
b e tw e e n  L e t t ic e  an d  M is s  
S ch o en , the p erson n el m anager  
o f  the P r e se r v a tio n  T ru st w h o  
c a tc h e s  h er  in  th e  a c t , w h ic h  
fo r m s  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  p la y .  
T h o u g h t-p r o v o k in g , th e a tr ic a l  
an d  w ith  tw o  g r e a t  w o m e n  
characters, Lettice and Lovage is 
also  very funny. W hether or not 
you saw  the 1987 production in  
the W est E nd, c o m e  and en jo y  
on e o f  P eter S h a ffer ’s b est and  
m ost original plays.

In  D e c e m b e r  w e  s h a ll  b e  
staging an O ld T im e M usic H all 
w ith lots o f  old songs and recita­
t io n s  to g e t  y o u  in the fe s t iv e  
m o o d . In  G o o d  O ld  D a y s  
tradition , it w o u ld  be lo v e ly  to  
see everybody dressing the part!

P le a s e  s e e  ‘W h a t ’s O n ’ fo r  
dates and venues. Debbie Lane

London Piano Circle
O ne o f  m any cultural o r g a n isa ­
tions based  on the Suburb is the 
L ondon P iano C ircle, w h ich  was 
started three years ago to provide 
outlets for the (som etim es consid­
erable) talents o f  amateur players.

A bout 30 tim es a year, different 
m em b ers in v ite  a fe w  others to  
th e ir  h o m e s  to  p la y  to g e th e r  - 
sociab le  occasion s, w ith  refresh­
m e n ts  ( f r e e ) .  S o m e t im e s  th e  
venues are on or near the Suburb; 
others are in all parts o f  London.

In ad d ition , so m e  m em b ers g et  
to g e th e r  to  pu t o n  r e c ita ls  fo r  
c h a r ity . T h e r e  is  a q u a r te r ly  
newsletter.

The subscription (£ 1 2 .5 0  from  
June to June - or £8 if  join ing in 
the w inter) should  be sent to 30  
S o u th w a y , N W 11 6R U . T h is is  
th e  h o m e  o f  D r A n d r e w  
Cockburn, founder o f  the C ircle, 
w here one o f  the groups w ill be 
playing shortly.

Elizabeth Cockburn

Easy on
This has been a m om entous year 
fo r  F arm  W a lk  T e n n is  C lu b ,  
w h ose  three new  C aso lon  artifi­
cial grass courts w ere com pleted  
during A u g u st and inau gurated  
w ith  an extrem ely  w e ll attended  
A m e r ic a n  to u r n a m e n t and  
b arb ecu e in bright su n sh in e  on  
S u n d a y  15 S e p te m b e r . T h is  
surface represents the very latest

the Feet!
in ten n is-cou rt tech n o lo g y ; it is 
very porous and resilien t and so  
m uch m ore com fortab le  to p lay  
on than the unforgiving surface o f  
tarmac - feet and knees are now  
m u ch  le s s  l ik e ly  to f e e l  the i ll  
e ffe c ts  o f  jarring. O ver the next 
few  w eeks, w ith constant use, the 
sand filling , at present evident on 
th e  su r fa c e , w i l l  h a v e  b e d d e d  
d o w n . C lu b  m e m b e r s  h a v e  
e n t h u s ia s t ic a l ly  e n d o r s e d  th e  
change, but for those w ho prefer 
hard-court play there are still tw o  
courts available w ith this surface.

T he tou rn am en t w a s w o n  by  
F a b ie n n e  de L a v a l an d  T im  
G riffin, and afterwards m em bers 
and th e ir  f a m ilie s  e n jo y e d  the  
b a r b e c u e  in  th e  b a lm y  la te  
su m m er e v e n in g . It w as a very  
good  day.

M em bership enquiries to E sm e  
K ingsley , 0 1 81-203  1731.

Gill Read

WORDSEARCH ANSWERS 
Summer 1996 competition on Cricket Playing Nations
The names o f  the fifteen countries hidden in the box were:

Australia
Bangladesh
Canada
England

Fiji
Gibraltar 
Holland 
Hong Kong

India
New Zealand
Pakistan
Singapore

Sri Lanka 
West Indies 
Zimbabwe

There were a fair number of entries and every one was correct. Perhaps I should 
have added some of the really difficult countries eg Austria, Belgium, Brunei, Chile, 
Cuba, China, Finland, Israel, Switzerland and the United States where the game of 
cricket is developing. Eileen Whelan, who succeeded with the help of her house guest, 
asks if she is disqualified. The answer is ‘No’. There are plenty of joint entries!

Elizabeth Watkins
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It was All Right on the Night!
D enis N orden, fan and supporter 
o f  Theatre Express, m ade a return 
v isit  to w atch  youn g perform ers 
(age  7 -1 2 ) g iv e  their all at their 
th ir d  a n n iv e r s a r y  S h o w c a s e  
perform ance at Brookland Junior 
S c h o o l  on  2 9 /3 0  J u n e . T h e  
perform ers thrilled and delighted  
a u d ie n c e s  w ith  th e ir  ta le n t s .

D e n is  N ord en  rem arked on the  
in c r e a s in g  c o n f id e n c e  th e  
c h ild r e n  h a v e  g a in e d  th r o u g h  
perform ance w ork w ith  Theatre  
Express.

F o r  d e t a i ls  p le a s e  c o n ta c t  
(0 1 8 1 )  4 4 4  5 2 4 7 , 3 4 9  1 8 3 0  or 
365 3130.

SPela

WORDSEARCH WINNER
C o n g r a tu la t io n s  to K eith  
Sam brook w ho w on the sum m er  
wordsearch competition on cricket 
p la y in g  n a t io n s . B orn  in the  
M id la n d s and e d u c a te d  at 
Cambridge. Keith has spent his life 
in publishing apart from four years 
in the R oyal N avy. Keith and his 
w ife  H ana h a v e  l iv e d  in Farm  
Walk since 1963 when they m oved  
from Edinburgh. Over the years, he 
has w o rk ed  fo r  M a n c h e ster  
U niversity Press, Thom as N elson  
and H einem ann. At both N elso n  
and Heinemann he was concerned 
w ith  in te rn a tio n a l p u b lish in g  
especially in Africa and the Middle

East. He has travelled w idely and 
freq u en tly  in th ese  areas. S in ce  
retirement, he has been a director 
o f  Jam es Currey Ltd, sp e c ia lis t  
p u b lish e r s  o f  A fr ica n  and  
Caribbean Studies. In addition, he 
has a n ew  c a re er  le c tu r in g  on  
Publishing and the Book Trade at 
U n iv e r s ity  C o lle g e ,  C entre for  
English Studies. In his spare time, 
Keith likes gardening, country and 
hill w alk ing, travel, f illin g  large  
gaps in his reading, as w ell as most 
sp o r ts , n o w a d a y s  la r g e ly  as a 
spectator.

W ith  h is  £ 2 0  B o o k  T o k e n ,  
K eith w ill buy a reference book.

WORDSEARCH
TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF 

EUROPEAN CHEESES
Find and ring the names of 16 cheeses made in Europe. The 

names are hidden in the box of letters and may read forwards, 
backwards, up, down or diagonally.

B X 0 L A Y I Q L O B H U S E R A
N M D E V W P 0 B C T E V Z E T W
P I O C F N A s E M R A P V U B X
O C B Z O G R D Q E P T Y o Q W I
V U E S Z H F P Y R R E U B E R o
T N L G J A E u D O B O c A V E V
M E P K F N R M F L I K N S E B I
E L A G A G H E I A J O Z A L L u

R O E E H N U M L K T L A B T O M

I P S Q K Q S O R L E J S R N C T
H U E R O M Z C I I A T E F O H E
S I L R K N Q T H D H B N I P O N
E o B A O J s I U E M E X E Y N T
H c E G U Z Y O G E D K E I L O M
C D R A F B G X M F D D V R U W U
p 0 U M A D E A Z J Y C A B E w P

G B 0 D G I C E H C A E B R X 0 U

If you are a :senior citizen, you may list the answers on
postcard with your name, address and telephone number 
and post to: 35 Wildwood Road. The first correct entry 
drawn on the closing date, 5th December 1996, will receive 
a £20 Book Token. To help you on your way, we have 
given you the first answer.
Happy Hunting! Elizabeth Watkins

RA Study -
residents still not sure what we do!

T h e R A  C o u n c il has n o w  r e c e iv e d  the f in a l report fo l lo w in g  the  
recen t stu dy co n d u cted  a m o n g st Suburb resid en ts to esta b lish  w hat 
resid en ts th ink  o f  life  on  the Suburb, the R A  and w h at th ey  ex p e c t  
from  the R A .

F irstly , thanks m u st be g iv e n  to all th o se  resid en ts w h o  p artici­
pated  in  the d isc u s s io n  groups. T h e groups w ere  sp e c if ic a lly  a im ed  
at f in d in g  v ie w s  in  a p r o fe s s io n a l  w a y  an d  so  e l ic i t in g  r e su lts  
w h ic h  w o u ld  be  m ea n in g fu l and u se fu l in  m ap p in g  out the future  
d irectio n  o f  the R A . T h e res id en ts w h o  to o k  part w ere  se le c te d  at 
random  by a sp ec ia lis t  research  co m p a n y  and e v en  the te lep h o n e  
recruiters had o n e  or tw o  p rob lem s c o n v in c in g  resid en ts that th ey  
w ere  n ot d ou b le  g la z in g  sa le sm e n  - o n e  e v e n  c a lle d  the p o lice !  W e  
w ere  ex tre m ely  fortunate in  d isc o v e r in g  tw o  top  m arket research  
c o n s u lta n t s ,  b o th  l iv in g  o n  th e  S u b u r b , w h o  g a v e  th e ir  t im e  
vo lu n tar ily  and the C o u n c il is en o rm o u sly  gratefu l to  b oth  W en d y  
G ord on  and G erald  d e  G root for  all their h elp .

A  fu ll a n a ly s is  o f  the resu lts w il l  fo l lo w  in  the n ex t e d it io n  o f  
Suburb News, but in  the m ea n tim e here is a se le c tio n  o f  so m e  o f  
you r com m en ts:

ON THE RA . . .
“I’ve never discovered what the Residents Association does apart from 
the Neighbourhood Watch scheme.”
“I think we all feel it is good and noble, but not many of us participate 
in it.”
‘7  feel that the RA ought to be of more support when there is a conflict 
with authority.”
ON THE TRUST
“L m not sure of the difference between the two.” (Trust and RA)
“With the RA in a way if s our fault if it doesn't operate right, but as 
opposed to the Trust that isn't our fault.”
“I've had quite a few things done around the house and I found them 
(the Trust) absolutely excellent. . . ”

‘7  hope I never have any dealings with them again!”
“Each case is an individual application and they make the rules as 
they go along.”
“The whole system is monstrous and corrupt. We know of streets 
where attic windows are permitted on one side and not on the other we 
know of any number of up and over garage doors and where the Trust, 
has behaved unfairly to the residents; that is where the Residents 
Association should be the peoples' tribune.”
ON TRAFFIC
“. . . it's not unknown for cars to be parked across people's drives so 
you can't get in or out.”
“(Falloden Way) . . . cuts the Suburb in half. . . 1 can't even cross the 
road now.”
ON SUBURB NEWS
‘7  think it is very well put together . . . there is time and effort gone 
into it and I appreciate it.”
“I thought it to be slightly amateurish.”
‘7  think it is very well presented.”
“Perhaps the Newsletter (sic) could be a bit more colourful, a bit more 
appealing.”
T he R A  C o u n c il is n o w  c o n s id e r in g  the report in d eta il and w ill  
hopefu lly  produce recom m endations and im provem ents in the w ay it 
w orks in order to provide greater contact and better com m u nication  
w ith residents. The R A  w ill also investigate som e o f  the m ore sp ecific  
com m ents raised during the d iscussions w ith a v iew  to taking on board 
and acting upon your concerns and problem s. A  m ore detailed report 
o f  the Study and the R A  C ou n cil’s proposals w ill appear in the next
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