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Archives in the freezer
The need for a new  hom e for the 
Suburb arch ives w as underlined  
e a r lie r  th is  y ea r  w h e n  p ro m p t  
a ctio n  by a rch iv ist H arry C obb  
saved m any docum ents that were  
soaked after a burst pipe flooded  
th e  b a s e m e n t  s to r a g e  r o o m  in  
B ig w o o d  H ou se. C on tacting  the 
A to m ic  E n e r g y  A u th o r ity  at 
H arw ell, he arranged for them  to 
co llect all the boxes o f  books and 
papers and freeze dry them . After  
that it w as a m atter o f  s ig h s  o f  
r e lie f  all round and w a itin g  for  
everything to thaw gradually, not 
m uch the w orse for the ordeal.

Intrepid film-maker
A la n  L a w so n , l if e t im e  Su burb  
resident and past Chairman o f  the 
R A , to o k  p ic tu r e s  and  h e lp e d  
m ake a film  during the Sp an ish  
C ivil W ar w hich  form  part o f  the 
e x h ib i t io n  o n  th e  s u b je c t  at 
H en don’s Church Farm M useum . 
A s a y o u n g  c in e m a to g r a p h e r  
A lan w ent to Spain in 1938 with  
a crew  that w as working on three 
f ilm s, one o f  w h ich  is on  show . 
Later, he tells m e, they m anaged  
to get out only hours before being  
cut o f f  by Franco's forces.

Sorry, wrong number
A p o lo g ie s  to A n th ea  D a v id so n  
and  to  a ll  th o s e  w h o  tr ie d  to  
p h o n e  f o l lo w in g  the la st  is su e  
w h en  w e  to ld  readers about her  
le s so n s  in so ft furn ish ing . S o  if  
you did try to ring or want to find  
o u t h o w  to  m a k e  c u r ta in s ,  
cu sh io n s , p e lm ets , e tc , i t ’s 4 5 5  
8983 - th a t ’s 455  8983.

Music critic
W e lc o m e  to  a n e w  r e g u la r  
contributor, as m usic critic, Vera  
S e g a l  w h o  l iv e s  in  D e n m a n  
D rive. F o llow in g  m usical training 
V era taught for so m e  years but 
ev en tu a lly  turned to a career in 
jou rn a lism . She retired recen tly  
as e d ito r  o f  Living Mag- 
azine.Vera. starts w ith a crit o f  the 
c o n c e r t  e n jo y e d  b y  a la r g e  
S u b u rb  a u d ie n c e  in a id  o f  the  
H ospice on 5 October.

Gardening too?
S u b u rb  N e w s  w o u ld  l ik e  to  
r e sp o n d  to  rea d er  r e q u e s ts  by  
r e in s t i tu t in g  th e  g a r d e n in g  
colum n; so if  you know  som eone  
w h o can  w rite  about gard en in g  
from  a Suburb perspective, p lease  
contact the Editor.

The CPO Inquiry
The CPO Inquiry w as fascinating  
to listen to. There w ere protracted 
c ro ss  ex a m in a tio n s  by C o u n se l  
for B arnet and for the Institute, 
o ften  c o n d u cted  very  s lo w ly  in  
order that the In sp ec to r  sh o u ld  
h a v e  tim e  to  m ake h is  c o p io u s  
notes o f  all the exchanges. There 
were m om ents o f  drama w hen an 
u n exp ected  po in t cam e out or a 
w itn ess seem ed  to be caught on  
the h op . T h e y  m u st h a v e  b een  
p a r t ic u la r ly  t e n s e  m o m e n ts ,  
h o w ev er , for resid en ts w h o  had  
the courage to face possib le  cross 
ex a m in a tio n  as th ey  m ade their  
personal statem ents for or against 
the c o m p u lso ry  pu rchase order. 
A bout 2 0  p eo p le  g a v e  e v id en ce  
and w e had hoped to publish four 
o f  th em . F ou r  o p p o s in g  v ie w s  
that w ou ld  have g iv en  readers a 
flavour o f  the argum ents for each  
side.

G L E N T R E E
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'STOP SQUABBLING'
say s CPO  Inspector

A t the end o f  the CPO inquiry in 
H e n d o n  T o w n  H a ll th e  
G o v e r n m e n t In sp e c to r  R o n a ld  
H olley, m uch as had the judge in 
the H igh Court action betw een the 
Institute and Henrietta Barnett and 
th e  D fE E  in  1 9 9 5 , u r g e d  th e  
p a rties  to  sto p  sq u a b b lin g  and  
reach a settlement.

In h is  su m m in g  up he h o p ed  
that agreem ent cou ld  be reached  
b e fo re  the E d u ca tio n  S ecretary  
had to com e to a d ec is io n  about 
the com pulsory purchase order. 
T ow ards the end o f  the hearing, 
w hich  had taken seven  days, the 
In stitu te  P rin c ip a l, F ay N a y lo r , 
w alked out o f  the chamber during 
th e  f in a l  s p e e c h  o f  B a r n e t ’ s

C o u n se l, C h ristop her L ockhart- 
M ummery.
Offer from Barnet
B e fo r e  th e  in q u ir y  b e g a n  it  
seem ed  that the C ou ncil and the 
Institute w ere nearing agreem ent 
on  all a sp ects . In an attem pt to  
o b v ia te  th e  n e e d  fo r  th e  C P O  
Inquiry to proceed LB Barnet had 
proposed a capitalised sum  to be 
paid by the DfEE, w hich w ould be 
paid  up front in e x ch a n g e  for a 
build ing agreem ent. T h is  w ou ld  
h a v e  s e c u r e d  in te r e s t  on  th e  
c a p ita l  su m  u n til  th e  b u ild in g  
works were com pleted and w ould  
have been instead o f  a rental’ says 
M ax Caller.

Richard Wakefield

say s Institu te C hairm an
‘Outrageous!’ was the comment of Malcolm Davis, chairman of 
the HGS Institute, at the recent Public Inquiry, on the refusal 
of the Department for Education and Employment (DfEE) to 
pay the rent due to the Institute after the notice to quit expires 
on 1st September next year.

The H igh Court action in 1995 
had decided that the Institute w as 
entitled to rent once the period o f  
n otice  had fin ish ed . T he ju d ge  
had said that the period should be 
tw o years and three m onths. Mr 
D a v is  str esse d  a lo n g e r  p er iod  
had been g iven , and that expired  
n e x t  y e a r . T h e  ren t had  b e e n  
ag reed  b y  v a lu e rs  at £ 3 0 0 .0 0 0  
P*a.
New plans
Mr D avis said  that he had done  
a ll h e  c o u ld  to try to reach  an 
agreem ent so that both the school 
and the In stitu te  c o u ld  stay  on  
th e  C e n tr a l S q u a r e  s i t e .  
N e g o tia tio n s  had b een  d iff icu lt  
but plans for new  buildings werp 
now  agreed in princip le. The 
included the use o f  roofspace in 
B igw ood  H ouse and low ering the 
ground lev e l o f  som e o f  the new  
buildings. The total new  area w as 
on ly  a little  m ore than h a lf that 
sh o w n  on  the p lan s w h ic h  had  
been put forward by the Institute 
earlier in the year, he explained.

F rom  e v id e n c e  g iv e n  at the  
Inquiry it w as clear that part o f  
the proposed settlem ent w as that 
th e  s c h o o l  ( f in a n c e d  b y  L B  
Barnet or the D fE E ) w ou ld  pay a 
lum p sum  to the In stitute for a 
99-year lease o f  the space to be 
occu p ied  by the sch oo l. But as 
the Institute’s so licitor explained  
to  th e  R e s id e n t s  A s s o c ia t io n  
representative at the Inquiry, that 
m o n ey  co u ld  take three or four  
years to c o m e . T he lum p sum  
w o u ld  b e  p a id  o n ly  a f te r  th e  
d is p u te  w a s  r e s o lv e d ,  p la n s  
agreed , p o ss ib ly  n ew  b u ild in g s  
had  b e e n  put up and a ll le g a l  
p r o b le m s  s o lv e d .  ‘T h is  c o u ld  
take years. It is not acceptable if  
the rent that is due is not paid in 
the m eantim e,’ he said.

N egotiations break down
The lack o f  any assurance on the 
rent (w h ich  LB B am et says it has 
no pow er to pay) m eant that, for 
th e  m o m e n t, n e g o t ia t io n s  had  
broken dow n. The Institute could  
not w ithdraw  the n o tice  to quit 
an d  in  tu rn  B a r n e t  h a d  to  
sa fe g u a r d  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  
s tu d e n ts  at th e  s c h o o l  an d  
p r o c ee d  w ith  the In qu iry . It is  
ex p ected  that the Inspector w ill 
h a v e  s e n t  h is  r e p o r t  to  th e

Secretary o f  State for Education  
and E m ploym ent in m id October.

A t the Inqu iry, the In sp ector  
noted the w ide m easure o f  agree­
m ent that ex is ted  b etw een  the

continued on page 5

The American oaks in Erskine Hill 
will haven to go eventually to be 
replaced by lime trees. Story on 
Page 3

R A  C ouncil m em ber for Trust
In the Trust e le c tio n  last m onth  
M ervyn M andell topped the poll 
in a contest betw een h im se lf and 
L om a Page, w ho w as the Trust’s 
n o m in a t io n  to  f i l l  th e  p la c e  
vacated by Lady H ow ie  at the end  
o f  her 6-year term as an E lected  
M em ber.

M ervyn, w h o currently chairs 
th e  R e s id e n t s  A s s o c ia t i o n ’s 
C O N S A M  C om m ittee, has lived  
on the Suburb for 18 years, since  
1 9 8 6  in  H o ln e  C h a se  w ith  h is  
w ife  Ruth and their children Lisa

and  J a m e s . H e is  a c h a r te r e d  
surveyor w ith  a degree in estate  
m anagem ent. Richard Wakefield

Mervyn Mandell

Allotments gain
The H G S Charitable Trust, at its 
final A G M  fo llo w in g  its m erger  
w ith the Trust, announced a grant 
o f  £ 2 0 0 0  to T oynbee H all and the 
rest o f  its rem aining funds som e  
£ 2 2 0 0 ,  to  th e  R A  A l lo tm e n t s  
C o m m it te e  to  p a y  fo r  m u c h  
n e e d e d  la y in g  o n  o f  w a te r  to  
parched  a llo tm en ts . A llo tm en ts  
C h a irm a n  E ile e n  W h e la n  w e l ­
com ed  the donation and said, “It 
is im possib le  these days to garden 
w ithout w ater.”

Trust AGM
O p en in g  the A G M  o f  the H G S  
Trust, w h ich  fo llo w ed , Chairman 
E dd ie  C ap lin  w e lc o m e d  D orian  
C rone, the new  R IB A  appointed  
C ouncil M em ber and paid tribute 
to M airi H ow ie  for her six  years 
o n  th e  C o u n c i l .  A c c e p t in g  a 
p r e s e n ta t io n  b o u q u e t ,  L a d y  
H ow ie said. “I have enjoyed  m y  
tim e on the C ouncil. It has taught 
m e, what everyone on the Suburb 
s h o u ld  k n o w , th a t th e  T r u st  
w orks d iligently  for the conserva­
tion o f  the area and that decision s  
are m a d e  w ith  th e  u tm o s t  
p r o b i t y .” T h e  C h a ir m a n  
in troduced D av id  P ick les (se e  p 
3), w h o  has taken over  as Trust 
architect from W ilfred Court, and 
w e lc o m e d  Joh n  M a rsh a ll M P. 
T h e  rep o rt and a c c o u n ts  w e re  
a p p r o v e d  and q u e s t io n s  ta k e n  
from  m em bers.

Crematorium 
fumes to cease

M r J H orn , th e  a d m in is tr a tio n  
m anager, has confirm ed  that the 
new  m achinery is still expected  to 
be delivered and ready for instal­
la tio n  in  N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 6 . T h e  
w ork should be com pleted  about 
s ix  w e e k s  a f te r  th a t. T h is  
inform ation w ill com e as a great 
relief to those residents w ho have  
fo r  to o  lo n g  su ffe r e d  from  the  
fu m e s  an d  s m e l l  w h ic h  th e  
present furnaces em it, and w hich  
constitute a serious health hazard. 
T h e se , w e  are a ssu red , w il l  be  
elim inated in future. Tom Sales

STOP PRESS
On controversial issues, particularly 
that of the Institute/ School, we have 
always given space to all opinions; 
every letter has been published 
regardless of its viewpoint, with 
exceptions of two that were stopped 
recently, - until now.

The RA Executive Committee has 
decided “in the best interests of the 
Suburb” that, on the subject of the 
Institute, only articles prepared by 
Hugh Hamilton will appear in this 
issue, see p.5. Apologies then to 
Eileen Whelan, Yvonne Oliver, Carol 
Boulter, Selma Shrank, Harriet 
Galgut, Richard Townley and our 
readers

From Cottages 
to Castles

We are at home in the Suburb

'OUTRAGEOUS'

A home is a very special place, particularly so in the 
Suburb. It is filled with a lifetime of experiences.

A safe haven, a welcoming friend.

Alas, eventually even homes need to he sold or let. 
We feel it is incumbent on the agent handling the 

transaction that they not only have an intimate 
knowledge of the area, but recognise that a home is 

much more than bricks and mortar.

Glentree is such an agent. For many years we have 
been handling Suburb properties and we are at home 

with everything from “cottages to castles”.

A further benefit to the Suburb’s residents is our 
extensive contacts with potential buyers outside 

the immediate area.

At some time in the future, without obligation, 
we would be pleased to give you advice on 

your property.

You will be talking to us in the knowledge that we 
too are at home in the Suburb.

698 Finchley Road, London NW 11 7NE 
Sales: 08M 58 7311 Lettings: 081-209 1144


