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C O LER ID G E
on the Suburb

Born in Devon in 1772, the last of ten children, with his father a 
vicar and schoolmaster, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, is best known 
as poet and author of ‘The Ancient Mariner’ and ‘Kubla Khan’. 

Many who do not recall poetry remember the opening lines of both: “It 
is an Ancient Mariner, and he stoppeth one of three . . . ” and “In 
Xanadau did Kubla Khan a stately pleasure dome decree . . . ”.

Wonderful brickwork in Coleridge Walk

The public man

Like so many who gave their 
names to closes and walks of 

the Suburb, he was much more 
than a poet. Indeed, he was one 
o f the few  w ho m igh t have 
w alked  over w hat is now  
Coleridge Walk when he lived in 
The Grove, Highgate, during the 
final years of his life.

C o le rid g e  w as a th in k e r, 
d ream er, p h ilo so p h e r  and 
speaker. Both religion and social

When Spring arrives it’s quite superb 
To see the trees in the Suburb,
In Kingsley Way and Litchfield too.
The Almond trees burst forth anew.
To see the blossoms all burst out 
It is Nature's best without a doubt.
It surely takes my breath away 
To see the blossoms every day.
The flowers of sugar pink and white 
Need the gentle Spring sunlight 
But all too soon - a windy day 
And all the blossom blows away 
Then green leaves begin to grow. 
Nature has given us her show.

When Summer comes the days are long 
We listen to the Blackbird's song 
The roses bloom in all their glory 
We meet old friends & swop a story 
We laze about on Summer days.
And stroll along the park byways.
We have a moan about the rain 
When the Bar-B-Q went down the 

drain!
But before we know, the Summer’s gone 
Together with the Blackbird’s song.

justice played an important part 
in h is life . T he F ren ch  
Revolution influenced him. He 
believed it heralded the m illen­
nium with the end of privilege 
and co rru p t g o v ern m en t. He 
spoke out against slavery at a 
time when it was not fashionable 
to do so. W hen Pitt suspended 
the Habeas Corpus Act, he wrote 
a v eh em en t so n n e t in the 
M orn in g  C h ro n ic le , likening him 
to Judas Iscariot.

Now Autumn comes with days o f cold. 
The leaves turn red & brown & gold 
And very soon that big old oak 
Will drop her green magnificent cloak 
The branches will look old and dry.
The rain clouds come and they seem to 

cry.
But then the Autumn sun shines on 
The golden leaves that have hung on 
So then you know it’s not for keeps 
I t’s only while the Season sleeps.

We think of Winter as the end 
Of all the Seasons that Nature sends 
But really it’s a time of rest 
For some of the Suburb’s special 

guests.
Some birds fly off to warmer climes 
They’re not bird-brained - but clever 

minds!
We throw out bread and nuts and 
crumbs

And watch for when the Robin comes, 
This little bird just gives us hope 
That till next Spring 
We all will cope.

Barbara Bliss

The American Dream affected 
h im  s tro n g ly , and he n early  
emigrated with a plan for twelve 
men and twelve women to set up 
a community there. He became 
an e n th u s ia s tic  su p p o r te r o f 
Pantisocracy, which believed the 
old world to be corrupt, with a 
need for com m unal re lig io u s  
living in the new. Several writers 
w ere  p ro secu ted  fo r th e ir  
re fo rm is t v iew s, bu t he w as 
fortunate not to be among them.

Early years

Fo llo w in g  the death  of his 
father when he was ten, and 

the lack of a loving relationship 
w ith  h is m other, a p lace  w as 
fo und  fo r him  at C h r is t’s 
H o sp ita l, the L ondon charity  
sch o o l. T here  he spen t a 
m ise rab le  ch ild h o o d .
Uninterested in and incapable at 
sp o rt, he w as reg a rd ed  as a 
p recocious sw ot by his peers. 
Cambridge University followed, 
and when funds ran out and a 
love  a ffa ir  w en t w rong , he 
en listed  in the arm y, but w as 
‘b o u g h t o u t’ by fr ie n d s  and 
family a few months later, and 
returned to Cambridge.

His life thereafter was divided 
in to  phases. He w as strong ly  
in fluenced  by his friends and 
intim ates. Indeed he relied on 
them to help him make up his 
mind, since he found it difficult

to do this unaided. It was noted 
that, when walking, he wandered 
from side to side and his thinking 
was equally undecided.

W o rd sw o rth  and h is s is te r  
Dorothy, Lamb, Southey, Byron, 
C a rly le , John  S tu a rt M ill, 
H a z litt, De Q u in cey , B lak e , 
Keats, Cowper and Poole were 
a ll c lo se  and im p o rtan t 
in fluences at various periods. 
The first and last named were the 
most valuable to him.

The private man

A lthough  som etim es called 
‘the poet of love’, his own 

love life was unsatisfactory. He 
loved Mary Evans but never got 
round  to m arria g e . So she 
married another, and Coleridge 
w ed the w ro n g  g ir l - Sara  
Fricker. Their marriage was not 
happy  and ev en tu a lly  they  
sep a ra ted . H o w ev er, they  
m anaged  to p ro d u ce  sev e ra l 
children.

A fter the b irth  of their first 
child  they m oved to a N ether 
Stowey cottage in Somerset. The 
village remains unspoiled, with a 
brook  runn ing  though  it. The 
co ttag e  w here  he liv ed  from  
1797 to 1800 contains Coleridge 
mem orabilia, and is open most 
summer afternoons.

Wordsworth was alongside as 
neighbour, counsellor and friend. 
T h is  w as h is  m ost p ro lif ic

w riting  period, and both ‘The 
A ncien t M arin e r’ and ‘K ubla 
Khan’ were written or conceived 
there. His intimate collaboration 
w ith  W o rd sw o rth  and P oo le  
during this period undoubtedly 
co n tr ib u te d  g re a tly  to h is 
w riting. C oleridge called 1797 
his annus m ira b ilis  (as opposed 
to an o th e r m ore recen tly  
mentioned annus h orrib ilis).

During this period he started 
tak ing  opium , and afterw ards 
never escaped from it. His son, 
David Hartley, whom he loved 
dearly, was born just before 1797 
and later became something of a 
p o e t. C o le rid g e  id o lised  
Wordsworth, who he regarded as 
a superior being. Together they 
used to walk to Watchet, now a 
d e se r ted  sm all co u n try  p o rt 
overlooking the Bristol Channel. 
It w as from  th e re  th a t the 
A ncient M ariner was supposed 
to have embarked. W ordsworth 
and Coleridge then travelled to 
G erm any  fo r som e m on ths 
b e fo re  m ov ing  to the L ake 
District, where they continued to 
d iscuss and share ideas. As a 
result, they w ould often w rite 
poems on the same theme.

His health was always poor, 
and in 1804 he left his fam ily 
and sailed to M alta. It did not 
help, and some months later he 
returned.

The sage of Highgate

The fina l phase  o f his life  
b e g a n  in  1 816  w h en  he 

m o v e d  to The G rove in 
Highgate. He lived in the house 
of, and under the care  of, Dr 
G illm an . T here  w as m ed ica l 
a tten tio n , c a re ,co m p a ra tiv e  
freed o m  and an e lem en t o f 
d isc ip lin e . D uring  his ea rlie r  
years he had been a substantial 
walker, having covered 263 miles 
in eight days in Scotland He now 
walked on the Heath and through 
Kenwood.

Some of his w ritings during 
this period showed his unhappi­
ness and m en ta l d is tu rb an ce . 
Other poems were not up to the 
standard  of his earlie r w orks. 
Tw o u n u su a l poem s w ere  
‘H ebrew D irges’ com posed by 
h is a cq u a in tan ce  H ym an

Hurwitz, a teacher at the Jewish 
School in H ighgate, translated  
into English, then rew ritten as 
poem s by C oleridge. The first 
was “Israel’s Lament”, originally 
chanted in the Great Synagogue, 
St Jam es’s Place, Aldgate, on the 
day o f the funeral o f Princess 
C aro lin e . T he seco n d , “The 
Tears of a Grateful People”, was 
chanted in the same synagogue 
in 1820, on the day of the funeral 
o f G eo rge  III. N e ith e r w as 
am ong C o le r id g e ’s g re a te s t 
works. He died in H ighgate in 
1834.

In retrospect

U n h a p p in e s s ,  o p iu m ,
id e a l i s m  an d  la c k  o f 

decision  all con tribu ted  to his 
w orks and sty le. He believed  
p o e try  m u s t be m u s ic . H is  
p o e m  “ T h e  E o l ia n  H a r p ” 
c o n d e n s e d  h is  th o u g h ts  on 
th is .  M ost o f his long poem s 
were stories in poetic language. 
Perhaps ‘The A ncient M ariner’ 
was a blend of the guilt of Cain 
and his ow n deso la tion  at the 
destruction of his ability to write 
good poetry.

He w as an em o tio n a lly  
unstable, neuro tic  genius who 
was recognised  as such in his 
lifetime by his peers and by the 
public. He spoke brilliantly and 
co n v in c in g ly , and w elcom ed  
visitors in Highgate, who would 
listen to his lengthy monologues. 
Like Ruskin, he had a spirit of 
resistance to the mechanisation 
of the human world and spirit. 
All life came together for him as 
part of a mysterious unity. What 
an inventive mind he possessed! 
His careful and discrim inating 
use o f w o rd s se t h im  on a 
p ed es ta l. W ith o u t h is fe llo w  
poets and thinkers alongside, to 
whom he could defer for advice, 
he was incapable of producing 
important works.

Ruskin, Turner and Coleridge, 
all idealists in a time of change, 
represented a peak in English art, 
th in k in g  and cu ltu re . T h e ir 
names provide a special flavour 
to our Suburb.

John M  Davies

Seasons in the Suburb

H a m p s te a d  G a rd e n  S u b u rb

The Trust and L B Barnet's Design 
Guidance booklet has been produced to 
guide residents towards the best way of 

going about alterations to their homes and 
to explain why this very special place 

requires, and should inspire, the highest 
standards in the treatment of its buildings 

and gardens.
It also explains the necessary procedures 
for making applications to the Trust and 
Barnet for any changes to your property.

Copies are available 
from the Trust office.

-D es ign  Guidance  -
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Simple door canopies are to be found on many 
Suburb houses. Elaborate door cases or porticos are 
completely out of character.

862 F inchley  R oad, F lam pstead  G arden  S urburb , L ondon  NW 11 6AB. Telephone: 0181 455 1066 & 458 8085

Original Suburb dormers are elegant in design 
and construction. The same care is required for 
new dormers.


