
Neighbourhood Watch
The use of CCTV in the reduction of crime.
In Hampstead Garden Suburb we can prove that Neighbourhood 
Watch works. In partnership with the local police, Neighbour­
hood Watch has made a significant impact on the reduction of 
all Suburb Crime - and especially burglary - over the last 5 or 6 
years. And the reason for this is that more and more residents 
who are members of Neighbourhood Watch schemes have been 
determined to make it work by taking a whole series of steps to 
protect their property and themselves, thereby preventing the 
criminals from achieving their objectives.
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Regrettably there is still an 
irresponsible minority who fail to 
protect their homes and their 
cars, with a result that over three 
quarters of the burglaries and 
some half of the car crimes 
continue to take place because of 
a failure to take sensible and 
responsible action to secure 
property. In this respect, 
Neighbourhood Watch still has 
much to do.

But there are limits to what 
Neighbourhood Watch, as 
presently constituted, can 
achieve. And, as we all know, 
there are still far too many crimes 
committed which we feel 
powerless to prevent. This is, 
perhaps, especially the case with 
car crimes - 90% of which are 
committed between 1 a.m. and 5 
a.m. - where there are instances 
of car owners taking every 
precaution but still having their 
cars stolen or broken into. 
Experience is now showing that 
one of the major leaps forward in 
the fight against this sort of crime 
is the installation of Closed 
Circuit Television (CCTV), and 
some of us - both in the police 
and in Neighbourhood Watch - 
are starting to consider the 
feasibility of CCTV installations 
locally.

CCTV has been tried, tested 
and proven over a number of 
years in various industrial 
estates, in industrial and 
commercial premises and in 
shopping complexes. But, 
because its installation and 
operating costs are high, its use 
elsewhere has so far been

limited. It is, however, starting to 
be installed in various town 
centres and public areas 
generally with some startling 
results in the reduction of crime, 
and the time may be fast 
approaching for its use in a 
purely residential area. For 
instance, since the installation of 
CCTV in Kings Lynn, Norfolk in 
February 1992, car crime in the 
monitored areas has virtually 
been eliminated, and in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne where a 
16 camera, £300,000 system was 
installed in December 1992 there 
have been 938 fewer reported 
crimes than in a similar period 
twelve months previously.

Of course, any mention of 
surveillance cameras conjures up 
visions of ‘big brother’ and an 
intrusion of privacy. But CCTV 
should not be like that. If CCTV 
were to be installed in the 
Suburb, it is possible that some 
15 to 30 cameras would be sited 
to cover key roads and public 
areas. Although they would not 
be hidden, since part of their 
deterrent effect would depend on 
their being clearly seen, they 
should not be environmentally 
intrusive. They would probably 
be fixed onto existing lamp posts 
or other street furniture and 
would be sited so as not to 
overlook gardens or private 
property. And, because each 
camera would be infra red 
sensitive and have a zoom 
facility, it would be able to read 
car number plates even at night 
enabling police to monitor and 
track the vehicles of known car

thieves and other criminals. Each 
camera would, in fact, be the 
equivalent of having an 
additional police officer on duty 
for 24 hours on every day of the 
year with a result that police 
could be concentrated on the 
ground as criminals were seen to 
enter the area and often before 
crimes were committed.

However, because of the 
considerable costs involved, 
CCTV for the Suburb must be in 
the nature of a pipe dream at the 
present time. The installation 
cost would probably be in the 
region of £250,000 to £350,000 
and the annual running cost in 
the region of £30,000 to £40,000. 
Of course, spread over 5,200 
homes, the installation and 
annual running costs would be, 
on average, only some £60 and 
£7 respectively per household 
and many Suburb residents 
would, no doubt, be perfectly 
happy to meet these costs for the 
benefits that would be entailed. 
But many others probably would 
not, and so much further thought 
and consideration would be need 
to be given as to how these costs 
could be met before CCTV for 
the Suburb could be seriously 
considered.

Nevertheless, Hampstead 
Garden Suburb with its discrete 
entrances and exits and with a 
majority of residents already well 
used to co-operating with crime 
reduction initiatives, is perhaps 
an ideal entity for the progressing 
of CCTV from industrial or 
commercial complexes and town 
centres to residential areas. PL

LOW RISK HOUSEHOLDS
SHOULD NOT PAY HIGH 

RISK PREMIUMS
Are you a low risk household?

Do you belong to 
Neighbourhood Watch?

Have you adequate security?
If so, you may substantially save on your 

Building and Contents Insurance and also enjoy 
the benefits of NO CLAIMS BONUS.

For fu rther inform ation and advice please
w rite to:

Brow nhill, M orris and W est 
(Insurance Services) Lim ited  

16 Brom ley Road, Beckenham , Kent BR3 2JE. 
Telephone: 081-658 4334

[G e n e ra tJ^
Accident

Underwritten by the
GENERAL ACCIDENT FIRE & LIFE 
ASSURANCE CORPORATION PLC

Board
Games
The HGS Chess & Scrabble Club 
has now confirmed a venue for 
its autumn sessions. Saturday

afternoons from 2.30 p.m. to 
5.00 p.m. at Fellowship House, 
Willifield Green will cost just 
£1.50 at the door, including 
refreshments and anyone 
interested is invited along with 
no prior booking needed. Firm 
Saturday dates are 11 September, 
25 September, 23 October, 27

November and 11 December. 
Further dates yet to be confirmed 
are 16 October, 20 October and 4 
December.

For further details: Alan 
Lawson 458 3827 or Peter 
Phillips 455 3660.
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C H A I R M A N  S  I N T R O D U C T I O N  1 9 9 2 - 9 3
C o m p a n y  m em bers  w il l w ish  first o f  a ll to  h a ve  an  a c c o u n t 
o f the  p o s itio n  re g a rd in g  m e m b e rsh ip  o f the  Trust C o u n c il 
fo llo w in g  the  events o f last y e a r 's  A G M .  As w il l b e  re c a lle d , 
those  events led  to  the  re s ig n a tio n  o f Lord M c G r e g o r  as a 
m e m b e r o f the  C o u n c il a n d  its c h a irm a n . A t the  sam e tim e  
tw o  e le c te d  m em bers  s to o d  d o w n . D a v id  B ogush , w h o s e  
turn h a d  c o m e  to  s tand  fo r re -e lec tion , w a s  not re -e lec ted , 
a n d  H u g h  H a m ilto n  w ith d re w  in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  an  
in te rna l s ta n d in g  o rd e r lim itin g  the tenure  o f e le c te d  m em bers  
to  six ye a rs . M rs  Pia D uran  w a s  e le c te d  in p la c e  o f D a v id  
B ogush , a n d  Ed C a p lin ,  fo r m a n y  yea rs  the  RA's o b se rve r 
on  the  P roperties a n d  Plans S ub -C o m m itte e , w a s  c o -o p te d  in 
p la c e  o f H u g h  H a m ilto n . I m yse lf w a s  c o -o p te d  in p la c e  o f 
Lord M c G r e g o r  a n d  a g re e d  to  resum e the  c h a ir  a fte r qn  
a b s e n c e  o f tw o  ye a rs .

There  has th e re fo re  b ee n  a  sub s ta n tia l tu rn-over in the 
e le c te d  m e m b e rsh ip  o f the C o u n c il.  T w o  o f the  fo u r a re  n e w  
a rriva ls , Lady H o w ie  a n d  M rs  Pia D uran . In a c c o rd a n c e  
w ith  the  A rtic le s  o f A s so c ia tio n  b o th  M r  C a p lin  a n d  m yself, 
h a v in g  bee n  c o -o p te d  s ince  the  last A G M ,  must n o w  p resen t 
ourse lves fo r e le c tio n . In a d d it io n ,  Lady H o w ie ,  as the 
lo n g e s t se rv ing  e le c te d  m e m be r, must n o w  h a ve  her 
m a n d a te  re n e w e d . She w a s  o r ig in a lly  e le c te d  in 1 9 9 0 .

C o m p a n y  m em bers  w il l w ish  to  b e  reassured  th a t the 
events o f last y e a r h a ve  in no  w a y  a ffe c te d  the  Trust 
C o u n c il's  a b il ity  to  d is c h a rg e  its fun c tio ns . As a t p resen t 
con s titu te d  the  C o u n c il form s a  w e ll b a la n c e d  g ro u p  w h ic h  
gets  on  w ith  the  jo b  se n s ib ly  a n d  h a rm o n io u s ly .

H o w e v e r  the Trust C o u n c il,  a fte r ca re fu l 
tho ug h t, has taken  the  v ie w  tha t the  rule 
in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  w h ic h  w h o e v e r is the 
lo n g e s t se rv in g  e le c te d  m e m b e r in a n y  
p a rt ic u la r y e a r must s tand  fo r re -e lec tion  
n ee ds  to  b e  re -co n s id e re d , as it c a n  le a d  
to  a w k w a rd  a n o m a lie s . For ins ta nce  it

ca n  m e an  tha t an  e le c te d  m e m b e r has to  s tand  d o w n  o r 
o ffe r h im s e lf /h e rs e lf  fo r re -e lec tion  a fte r o n ly  o n e  o r tw o  
ye a rs  on  the  C o u n c il.  A c c o rd in g ly ,  a fte r co n su ltin g  its le g a l 
a d v ise rs , the  Trust C o u n c il is p ro p o s in g  tha t h en ce fo rth  
e le c te d  m em bers  shou ld  serve  fo r a  f ixe d  term  o f three  yea rs , 
re n e w a b le  fo r a  furthe r th ree  ye a rs . N o  e le c te d  m e m be r 
sho u ld  serve fo r m o re  than six ye a rs  c o n se cu tive ly . A  s p e c ia l 
re so lu tion  to  tha t e ffe c t is b e in g  p la c e d  b e fo re  the A G M .

The Trust C o u n c il has a lso  b ee n  lo o k in g  in to  the w a y  the 
Trust's a cco u n ts  a re  p rese n te d . The e x is ting  m e th od , w h ic h  is 
c o m p lic a te d , has not bee n  re v ie w e d  fo r m a n y  yea rs , a n d  
the  n e w  s itu a tio n  resu lting  from  the  p u rch a se  o f the lo n g  
leases from  A s h d a le  in 1 9 8 9 ,  has c re a te d  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  
fo r fresh th in k in g . The th ree  m a in  c a te g o rie s  o f the p as t h ave  
bee n  re d u c e d  to  tw o  w ith  the  e lim in a tio n  o f the  se p a ra te  
le a s e h o ld  a cc o u n t.

The Trust's f in a n c ia l p o s itio n  rem a ins  sou nd . It is w o rth  
h ig h lig h tin g  the fa c t tha t the  co s t o f p u rch a s in g  m ost o f 
A s h d a le 's  interests on  the S u b u rb  in 1 9 8 9  has b ee n  e n tire ly  
c o v e re d  in fou r ye a rs  thanks to  the  in c o m e  d e riv e d  from  
e n fra n ch ise m e n ts . The Trust o r ig in a lly  p u rch a se d  the fre e h o ld  
o f 9 6 0  lo n g  leases from  A s h d a le  fo r £ 8 0 , 0 0 0  in round  
figu re s . 9 0  o f these - s lig h tly  less than  10%  - have  s ince  
b ee n  e n fra n c h ise d .

A t the  tim e  o f the  d isp u te  w ith  the A s so c ia tio n  o f 
F ree ho lde rs  in 1 9 8 4 ,  m a n y  fe a re d  tha t the c h a n g e  in the 
M a n a g e m e n t S che m e  a u th o rise d  b y  the  H ig h  C o u rt in 
1 9 8 3  e n a b lin g  the Trust to  v a ry  the  M a n a g e m e n t C h a rg e

a c c o rd in g  to  n ee d  a m o u n te d  to  g iv in g  the  Trust a  b la n k  
ch e q u e . H o w e v e r I fee l sure c o m p a n y  m em bers  w il l b e  
reassured  to  k n o w  tha t the  ra te  o f in c re a se  o f the 
M a n a g e m e n t C h a rg e  in the  n ine  yea rs  s ince  then has b e e n , 
s lig h tly  less than  the  ra te  o f in c re a se  in the RPI - re fle c tin g  the 
c o n tin u in g  tig h t co n tro l o ve r e xp e n d itu re  w h ic h  the Trust 
u n d e rto o k  to  ensure  a t the  tim e.

The Trust is a n x io u s  to  m a ke  sure tha t res idents  a re  a w a re  
o f its p o lic ie s  a n d  co n ce rn s  in re g a rd  to  p ro p o s e d  c h a n g e s  
in the e x te rna l a p p e a ra n c e  o f houses. A  n e w  vers io n  o f its 
g u id e lin e s  has b ee n  in p re p a ra tio n  fo r som e  tim e  a n d  w o u ld  
h ave  b een  p u b lish e d  b y  n o w  w e re  it not fo r the fa c t tha t the 
London B o ro u g h  o f B arne t re cen tly  e xp re sse d  an  in terest in 
m a k in g  this a  jo in t d o cu m e n t. This is c le a r ly  a  m ost w e lc o m e  
d e v e lo p m e n t, w h ic h  reflects the  e xce lle n t w o rk in g  re la tio ns  
b e tw e e n  the Trust a n d  the  B arne t p la n ne rs , as a lso  w ith  the 
S ub u rb  co u n c illo rs . W o rk in g  re la tio ns  w ith  the RA a lso  
co n tin u e  c o rd ia l a n d  con s truc tive . The Trust M a n a g e r  has 
re g u la r m e e ting s  w ith  the  RA c h a irm a n  a n d  v ice -c h a irm a n , 
tr ip a rtite  m e eting s  b e tw e e n  the RA, B a rne t a n d  the Trust take  
p la c e  tw ic e  a  y e a r to  d iscuss co m m o n  p ro b le m s.

A t the  Trust's su g g e s tio n , English H e r ita g e  has u nd e rta ken  
a re v ie w  o f the  lis ting  o f im p o rta n t b u ild in g s  on the S ub u rb . 
The re v ie w  is a lm o s t c o m p le te  a n d  w ill result in a  substan tia l 
in c re a se  in the  n um b er o f lis ted  b u ild in g s  - a  ve ry  w e lc o m e  
d e v e lo p m e n t b e ca u se  o f the  a d d e d  p ro te c tio n  it w il l 
p ro v id e .

F in a lly  it w a s  a t the Trust M a n a g e r 's  in itia tive , en thus ias ti­
c a lly  taken  up  b y  the  RA a n d  o th e r S ub u rb  

g ro u p s , tha t this y e a r 's  F am ily  H o lid a y  
A s so c ia tio n  Fete w a s  e x p a n d e d  in to  a  
w h o le  w e e k -e n d 's  events w h ic h , a p a rt  
from  b e in g  w id e ly  e n jo y e d , m a d e  an 

u n d o u b te d  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  the S ub u rb 's  
sense o f so c ia l c o h e s io n .
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