
More Local News & Views from  the R. A.

PROTECTING TRANQUIL SOUTH WOLD
I spoke my first words on Southwold Common in 1929 and 

my 5-year-old sister rushed the news to my parents. 
Undeterred, they took us to Southwold again in 1930, when 
the lighthouse in Stradbroke Road, seen from my cot 
through the window in the evening light, became fixed in my 
mind’s eye for ever as my very first visual memory.

Regrettably, I never saw in 
action the narrow-gauge railway 
which once connected South­
wold with Walberswick, Blyth- 
burgh and Halesworth, but had 
to be content years later with 
walking its mysterious over­
grown tracks and with operating 
the derelict station’s now 
forlorn and unregarded signal. 
It was August 1939. One evening 
we went to the cinema and there 
was a very noisy thunderstorm; 
several people in the audience 
thought the war had started,

fled for the exit and hurt them­
selves all trying to get out at the 
same time.

Now Southwold has another 
war on its hands — against 
developers. The harbour, it has 
to be admitted, is in need of 
repair, but when the news broke 
that plans had been submitted 
for a marina with 300 houses 
there was an outcry; virtually 
the entire population — from 
the oldest retired general to the 
youngest fisherman — rose as 
one and it was impossible to

walk down the High Street 
without acquiring a sheaf of 
protest leaflets. My sister wrote 
letters from her Essex village 
and received encouraging  
reports. Eventually, I tele­
phoned an official of the 
Waveney District Council, who 
confirmed that this monstrous 
scheme had, for the time being 
at least, been quashed. He 
added with disp assion ate  
wonder, “ These Southwold 
people do seem to have a lot of 
friends in high places.”

But this was only the first 
battle. The war still has to be 
fought and won. Waveney 
Council has appointed Lewis 
and Duvivier (Engineers), who 
have previous experience of 
Southwold and its difficulties,

to re-examine the problem. 
Southwold Harbour and River 
Protection Group (SHARP) has 
no objection to this choice but 
has appointed Ove Arup to act 
as its own technical advisers.

There is broad agreement 
between SHARP and Waveney 
Council that what is needed is a 
programme of minimum repair 
works for coast protection, land 
drainage, and provision of a 
navigable harbour. SHARP had 
collected some £6 ,000  by 
September (this sum will have 
increased by now) towards the 
cost of its campaign; every 
penny of this, and more, will be 
needed to sustain it during the 
months of vigilance and struggle 
which lie ahead if the harbour is 
to be repaired in a way which

leaves undamaged the unique 
character of Southwold and its 
marshes.

What has all this to do with 
people living in a north-west 
London Suburb 100 miles away? 
For many of you perhaps 
nothing at all. But I suspect that 
there are a number of people in 
the- Suburb who have been 
bitten in much the same way as I 
evidently was at the age of six 
months, who thrill to the harsh 
light and the determined non- 
prettiness of the East Anglian 
coast, and who heave a sigh of 
relief every time they come to 
this fishing village with its 
magnificent wool church and its 
seamen’s reading-room and find 
its few concessions to being a 
seaside resort are still tucked

away as discreetly as ever; for 
them the preservation of 
Southwold must be a cause for 
concern.

But if you are one of those 
who share this concern I’ve 
probably told you nothing you 
don’t know already. You  
probably also know as well as I 
do th at S H A R P ’S public 
relations officer is Mike Hyslop, 
10 Market Place, Southwold, 
Suffolk (0502-723915) and that 
the Chairman, Brian Morton, 
can be contacted here in London 
(359-0202/3) and that your help 
will be very welcome. M P
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CANDLELIT CAROLS

Every year Jean Barraclough 
organises a Students Carol 
Service for E FL students from 
the Institute.

The service takes place in the 
Free Church led by the minister 
Peter Barraclough.

It is a joyous international

occasion as choirs and indi­
viduals of the many nationalities 
represented sing their carols.

The highlight was this year as 
always the candlebearing Scan­
dinavians in white processing 
down the aisle in the darkened 
church singing Santa Lucia.
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Care of trees and light pruning
At this time of the year many 

people, are contemplating tree pruning 
prior to buds forming with the advent 
of spring. Apart from extremely frosty 
conditions now is a good time to tackle 
light pruning of trees, mainly because 
one is able to see exactly where to 
prune without the presence of leaves.

It s h o u ld  b e  m e n tio n e d  a t  th is  s ta g e  th a t  
p e r m i s s i o n  is  r e q u i r e d  f r o m  t h e  N e w  

H a m p s t e a d  G a r d e n  S u b u rb  T ru s t  fo r  t r e e  

p ru n in g , u n le s s  it is v e r y  ligh t w ith  a  to ta l  
th in n in g  o f  le ss  th a n  1 0 % .  T h e  L o n d o n  
B o r o u g h  o f  B a r n e t  m u s t  a ls o  b e  n o tif ie d  o f  th e  
in te n tio n  to  p r u n e  b e c a u s e  th e  su b u rb  is 
p r o te c t e d  a s  a  c o n s e r v a t io n  a r e a .

If y o u  d o  n o t  in te n d  to  d o  th e  w o rk  y o u r ­
self it is a d v is a b le  to  c o n t a c t  th e  T ru s t  O ffice  fo r  
a  list o f  a p p r o v e d  t r e e  s u r g e o n s . U n fo r tu n a te ly  

it g o e s  w ith o u t s a y in g  th a t  th e r e  a r e  m a n y  

u n p ro f e s s io n a l  ‘C o w b o y  t y p e ’ t r e e  s u r g e o n s  
a c tin g  w ith in  th e  a r e a  w h o  will v e r y  e a s ily  ru in ,  

p o ssib ly  fo r  all t im e , th e  c o r r e c t  s h a p e  a n d  fo rm  
o f  a  t r e e  —  s o  p le a s e  b e  w a r n e d  a n d  s e e k  
q u alified  a s s is ta n c e .

M a n y  tr e e s  w ith in  th e  s u b u rb  a r e  in c lo s e  
p ro x im ity  to  r o a d s  a n d  f o o tp a th s  a n d  it is 
th e r e f o r e  im p o r ta n t  to  m a in ta in  a  c e r ta in  
c l e a r a n c e  fo r  p e d e s t r ia n s  a n d  v e h ic le s  f ro m  
o v e r h a n g in g  b r a n c h e s .  It s h o u ld  b e  r e m e m ­

b e r e d  th a t  w h e n  a  t r e e  g ro w s  it d o e s  n o t  g ro w  

f r o m  th e  b o t to m  u p w a r d s  ta k in g  its b r a n c h e s  

h ig h e r  a s  it d e v e lo p s .  A  tr e e  g ro w s  o n ly  a t  th e  

to p  w h ilst in c re a s in g  its g irth  to  s u p p o r t  its 

d e v e lo p m e n t ,  th e r e f o r e  b r a n c h e s  will s ta y  a t  th e  
s a m e  le v e l a n d  n o t  g a in  h e ig h t a s  th e  t r e e  
g r o w s , it is th e r e f o r e  r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t  
b r a n c h e s  g ro w in g  fr o m  th e  lo w e r  p o r tio n  o f  th e  
t r e e  w h ich  m ig h t in t im e  b e c o m e  a  n u is a n c e  a r e  
c u t  b a c k  to  th e  tru n k .

T h e  q u e s tio n  o f  w h ich  b r a n c h e s  to  p r u n e  
is a lw a y s  th e  m o s t  d ifficult b u t in g e n e r a l  te r m s  
th e  fo llo w in g  c r ite ria  a p p ly .

F irs t o f  all a n y  b ro k e n  o r  d is e a s e d  

b r a n c h e s  s h o u ld  b e  r e m o v e d  w h e n  first n o tic e d  

ir re s p e c tiv e  o f  th e  tim e  o f  y e a r ,  th is h e lp s  
p r e v e n t  th e  s p r e a d  o f  d is e a s e  o r  d e c a y  a s  w ell 
a s  m a in ta in in g  its v isu a l a t t r a c t io n .

A n y  s u c k e rs  o r  s h o o ts  f r o m  a r o u n d  th e  
b a s e  o f  th e  t r e e  s h o u ld  b e  r e m o v e d ,  lim e  t r e e s  
a r e  p a rtic u la rly  .n o t ic e a b le  fo r  th is  ty p e  o f  

g r o w th . A ls o  s u c k e r  g ro w th  o r  w a te r  s h o o ts
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f r o m  w ith in  th e  t r e e  s h o u ld  b e  r e m o v e d ,  th o r n  

t r e e s  a r e  g o o d  e x a m p le s  w h e r e  th is  s o r t  o f  
g ro w th  is p r e v a le n t .

L o w  b r a n c h e s  w h ich  c o u ld  in te r fe re  w ith  
p a s s a g e  s h o u ld  b e  r e m o v e d  a s  m e n tio n e d  
b e f o r e  t o g e t h e r  w ith  d o w n w a r d  p o in tin g , 
in w a r d  g r o w i n g ,  o r  c r o s s i n g  b r a n c h e s .  
O b v io u sly  a n y  w e a k  lim b s o r  d e a d  o r  d y in g  
b r a n c h e s  s h o u ld  a ls o  b e  r e m o v e d .

A  t r e e  w h ich  d e v e lo p s  a  m a in  le a d  s h o o t  
o r  u p p e r  s te a m  a s  p a r t  o f  its n a tu ra l  fo r m  s h o u ld  

b e  p r u n e d  a c c o r d in g ly  a n d  a n y  c o m p e ti t iv e  
s h o o ts  s h o u ld  b e  r e m o v e d .  T ip s  o f  b r a n c h e s  

w h ich  p r o tr u d e  f r o m  th e  b a s ic  o u tlin e  o r  fo r m  o f  

th e  t r e e  c a n  b e  c u t  b a c k  in o r d e r  to  p r e s e r v e  a n d  
m a in ta in  th e  c o r r e c t  o v e ra l l  s h a p e .

T h e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r  w h ich  a p p lie s  
to  all o f  th e  v a r io u s  b r a n c h e s  r e c o m m e n d e d  fo r  
r e m o v a l  is th e  n e e d  to  p r u n e  th e  b r a n c h  flu sh  
a g a in s t  th e  tru n k  o r  m a in  lim b o f  th e  t r e e .  T h is  
a llo w s  th e  t r e e  to  h e a l  th e  w o u n d  b y  m e a n s  o f  

th e  ‘C a m b iu m  la y e r ’ u n d e r  th e  b a rk  g ra d u a lly  

s p re a d in g  o v e r  th e  c u t  s u r f a c e .

If a  sm a ll p ie c e  o f  b r a n c h  o r  ‘s n a g ’ is left 
g ro w in g  fr o m  th e  tru n k  it is im p o ss ib le  fo r  th e  
‘C a m b iu m  la y e r ’ to  s p r e a d  o v e r  it; th is will 
e v e n tu a lly  le a d  to  d e c a y  w h ich  c o u ld  in tu rn  
s p r e a d  w ith in  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  t r e e .

A s  a  c o n c lu s io n  w e  w o u ld  s tro n g ly  u rg e  
y o u  to  s e e k  p ro fe s s io n a l  h e lp  fro m  th e  T ru s t  
u n le s s  th e  p ru n in g  y o u  h a v e  in m in d  is o f  a  

m in im a l n a tu r e .


