SUBURB TWINNING WITH LEVESINET

MoreLocal News&Viewsfrom theR.A.

At the beginning of October a group from the Suburb, made
up of Chris and Julia Kellermam, Tony Mandelson and
Micael Graham-Yooll, spent a weekend near Paris as the

guests of the Le Vesinet Twinning Committee,

who are

enthusiastic to link up with the Suburb. Earlier this year two
of their officials came here on a visit.

The two suburbs have a great
deal in common. Both are
similar in size and are conserva-
tion areas (Le Vesinet dates from
the 1880s) and they are a
comparable distance from the
two capitals. However, unlike
the Suburb, Le Vesinet is a town
in its own right, with a Town
Hall, theatre, shopping centre,
ice-rink and sports stadium. It is
already twinned with Oakwood,
outside Dayton, Ohio, with
Outremont, a suburb of Mon-

minutes by metro from the
centre of Paris. Moreover it is
ideally placed for \visits to
Versailles, Malmaison, St
Germain en Laye and the Seine
Valley.

The delegation from the
Suburb was warmly welcomed in
Le Vesinet by Raymond Caesar,
the Deputy Mayor, and James
Veragen, a Councillor. On the
Saturday, after a tour of the area
there was a working session and

treal, and with Unterhaching lunch attended by 15 members
which is on the outskirts of of their Twinning Committee at
Munich. which various ideas for young

The main objective of twin-
ning is to give children and
young people the opportunity of
visiting other countries and to
get to know people from other
cultures. With Le Vesinet’s three
existing twins there are regular
visits by scouts, guides, sports
teams, music groups, schools,
etc. Since their two English-
speaking twins are in North
America, the Twinning Commit-
tee has been trying over the last
two years to find a suitable
partner in England. Both the
Trust and the RA believe that
twinning with Le Vesinet could
be very advantageous for both

people were discussed.

On their return Tony
Mandelson and Chris Kellerman
arranged a meeting on 25
November with representatives
of all organisations on the
Suburb who would be interested
in participating in the twinning
venture and they hope that a
number of exchanges of groups
and individuals will be organised
for next year.

Since twinning with Le
Vesinet is to be on a Suburb,
rather than Barnet, level it is
vital that there is wide-spread
support from residents to get the
project off the ground. Chris

communities. It would provide a Kellerman, of the Trust, and
unique opportunity for our Tony Mandelson, of the RA
youth to learn about France and (458 2763), would welcome

its people. Le Vesinet is a
beautiful suburb, with parks,
streams and lakes, and is only 15

further suggestions for twinning
ventures as well as offers of help
for getting the idea started. CK

Aerial view shows lakes of Le Vesinet.

James Veragen, Tony Mandelson, Julia Kellerman,Micaela Graham-Yooll

and Raymond Ceasar.

The party enjoying Monet's garden nearby.

Le Vesinet’s Rond Point Royale.

Infront of Le Mairie at Le Vesinet.
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