Suburb Archives – 1911 Census Project
The original proposal to carry out an analysis of the 1911 census was put forward to the
Suburb Archives by Micky Watkins in early 2016. The purpose was to analyse the roads then
existing to determine the age, sex and occupations of the early residents and to get an
insight into the lives of the first residents.
Andrew Glendinning carried out an analysis of Temple Fortune Hill and the results
encouraged the Suburb Archives to expand this into a full survey of the Suburb roads
existing in 1911.

In June 2016 an initial meeting of the volunteers (Janice Blackstaffe, Judy Dodds, Janet
Elliott, Mary Fraser, Andrew Glendinning, Linda Lewis, Kate Webster and Micky Watkins)
was held and each volunteer was given a number of roads to analyse.

The source of the information came from Ancestry.com starting with the Census summary
sheets which gave details of the occupied houses and the names of the heads of
households. This information was then used to access the individual
individual census records for each
household which gave details of the names, sexes, ages and occupations of the residents
and where they came from.
These details were put on a spreadsheet for each road and the summary information
transferred to a summary sheet.
eet.
By early 2017 most of the roads had been covered and some interesting results were being
uncovered:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Many roads were still under construction
In some roads the average age of the Heads of Household was under 35 years
Groupings of similar occupations in the same road
Census forms spoiled by protesting Suffragists
Houses were renumbered
Substantial numbers of live-in
live servants
Significant numbers of residents had moved from outside London

Cottages in Wild Hatch predated the construction of the Suburb. These appeared in the
censuses of 1901 and 1891 and were occupied by farmers and cowmen.

Left to right: Volunteers: Judy Dodds, Janet Elliot, Kate Webster, Micky Watkins & Janice Blackstaffe
at a meeting in March 2017 with Andrew Glendinning in Willifield Way.

Most roads have now been analysed and we hope to publish further findings from this
project in the near future
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