From the Archives

Field Boundary Map
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uburb Archives has a photo
taken by Henrietta Barnett
showing cows munching

contentedly in a field surrounded
by hedgerows, with woods beyond,
below which Henrietta has written:
“This is one of the views looking
south over the new 80 acres of
open space, which the inhabitants
of the proposed Garden Suburb
will, it is hoped, enjoy.” The 80 acres
were the land being acquired from
Eton College and which became
the Heath Extension. They were
farmed from Wyldes Farm, the
buildings of which can still be seen
near the junction of Wildwood
Road and Hampstead Way.

Suburb Archives has a number
of maps showing the names and
boundaries of the fields that
covered the estate before the
Suburb was built. The recently
refurbished playground on the
Heath Extension is situated in
‘Middle Cart Path Field’, although
naming it after the field would be
a bit of a mouthful and sound
somewhat hazardous for the users.

The task of identifying which
field any particular location is in,
was made much easier when a map
of the field boundaries, annotated
with their names, was issued by

the Residents Association in 1968,
which Michael Darke produced for
the RA in 1957, the year of the
Suburb’s Golden Jubilee. An
updated version of the 1957 map
is still used in the RA’s Directory,
available at hgsra.uk/info/sd.pdf.

It is not clear who produced
the field boundary overlay map,
but a likely candidate is Christopher
Ikin, who was a member of the RA
Council at the time. A solicitor by
profession, he lived at the top of
Wildwood Road. He was a leading
light in the protection group that
led to the formation of the present
Hampstead Garden Suburb Trust
in 1968 and an avid local historian,
writing books on how Hampstead
Heath was saved and on the
History of the Suburb. Suburb
Archives has a thick folder of
maps annotated by him showing
land ownership and development
in the area from the 1500s.

The source material for the
fields Henrietta Barnett acquired
from Eton College was a survey
the College undertook in 1800.
The rest of the Suburb was acquired
from the Church Commissioners
(as they are now called) in 1911
and the source for that area was
the 1841 Tithe Award Map. Tithes
were originally an annual tax
which required a tenth of all
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The Field Boundary Map is available to view permanently in our Online Virtual Museum:

hegsheritage.org.uk/Detail/objects/RS01-02

agricultural produce to be paid to
support the local church and
clergy. In 1836 an Act converted
those that were still payable in
kind into monetary amounts and
a survey was undertaken and a
map drawn up to establish who
was entitled to what.

The Suburb field boundary
map has some familiar names:
‘Willifield Bottom’, ‘Further
Willified Bottom’ and ‘Nearer
Willifield Bottom” are all close to
where Willifeld Way begins at the
Finchley Road end. Finchley Road
itself was constructed following
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an Act of 1825 authorising the

establishment of tolls and turnpikes.

‘Lower Asmuns’, ‘Middle Asmuns’
and ‘Upper Asmuns’ also have a
familiar ring, giving their name to
Asmuns Place and Asmuns Hill.
Perhaps in the distant past they
were the ‘Assman’s’ fields.

Apart from Willifield and
Asmuns, not many names have
found their way into our road
names — roads are mostly named
after notable figures involved with
the foundation of the Suburb,
artists, writers and lawyers. Nor
do the roads tend to follow field
boundaries, with the curious
exception of Spencer Drive.
Hampstead Way and Wildwood
Road do run close to field
boundaries — there are four ‘Wild
Wood Fields’ and three ‘Wildwood

Pightles’. A ‘pightle’ is a small
enclosure. (‘Plightles’ is a misprint.)
The field boundary map is a
fascinating reminder of the rural
origins of the Suburb. No previous
habitation is known to have existed
on the site, which was comprised
of woodland and agricultural land
from earliest times. The Hampstead
Garden Suburb Trust will be
publishing an article showing just
how much the pre-existing
hedgerows, oak trees and farm
tracks influenced Raymond
Unwin’s Suburb plan in a future
edition of Trust Times. He was a
man before his time in respecting
the underlying ecology of the site.
We benefit from his vision and
owe it to future generations to
preserve as much as possible of
what survives of our rural past.

liberal and artistic inclination.

years, knows how to communicate
with its readers.

Do you want good results from
your Suburb News advert?

If you advertise in Suburb News you'll be reaching over 5,000
homes comprising residents known for their intellectual,

Suburb News, produced by the Hampstead Garden
Suburb Residents Association for nearly 40 R T

— . .
- —— r/‘ .
— ==
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space in Suburb News, you can take

a mere £40 one-off charge.

This special pricing is available to
any new or existing Suburb
News advertiser.

advantage of that insight by having your
ad written, designed and produced by our
highly experienced creative director for

For more
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chair@hgsra.uk or you can
phone 020 3488 9131.

Please help make Suburb News your newspaper. Articles, letters and
news items welcome. Send to the publisher along with High Res

pictures at suburbnews@hgsra.uk.

Digital copies of recent issues are available on the RA website at
hgsra.uk. Earlier copies are available at hgsheritage.org.uk (some

issues still to be uploaded).

Views expressed in Suburb News are not necessarily those of the
Residents Association, its committee members or its editors, and

they cannot accept any liability for errors, omissions or inaccuracies

published. Also Suburb News shall have no responsibility or liability
in respect of any claims made, services provided or goods offered in
the adverts featured.
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Vegetable oil-based inks are used in place of pure oil inks. Associate
Members receive their copy in a mailing bag made from 100%
recycled plastic and the bag is fully biodegradable after use. Please
recycle this copy of Suburb News once you have finished with it.
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